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2 SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Seventy-First Annual Encampment 


Department of Massachusetts 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


Hore BrADForD, Boston, Mass., April 13, 1937. 


Pursuant to General Orders from Department Headquarters, twenty-five com- 
rades gathered to carry out the details and functions of the Seventy-First Annual 
Encampment of the Department of Massachusetts. 


Pursuant to the action of the Council of Administration at their meeting, Com- 
rade Stoddard, Post 11, officiated as Officer of the Day. 


This year, due to the inability of Department Commander Charles L. Robinson 
to walk, the officers of the Department and the official staff were not escorted to 
the platform but were present in their places at the opening of the proceedings. 


Commander Robinson: Comrades, we expect the Governor of the State any ~ 
minute now, so we will wait patiently for him. He is due here. 


After a short wait, the Governor not arriving, the meeting .praceeded. 

Commander. Rdbingant, : Wé swili opéep. the: nicetinig® but? we will stop when the 
Governor arrives.2 22°22 Sects ees Sat evue fon ce, # see sores ° 

Comrades, this is the .Seventy<F ret: Anstual finan pmiextt of the Department 


of Massachusetts, Grand: Aithy:of: the Republic. «Officer of:the Day, are the ap- 
proaches properly guarded? *“*" < **°“** ” 

Officer of the Day: They are. 

Commander Robinson: Are all present entitled to remain? 

Officer of the Day. They are. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, once more we are assembled for our Annual 
Encampment, and we meet in fraternity, charity, and loyalty, and may all hearts 
unite as one for the objects of our association. 

The Chaplain will now invoke the Divine Blessing. 

(All present rise.) 

Chaplain James 8. Mitchell: Almighty and most gracious Heavenly Father, we 
assemble here to conduct our business, a remnant of a mighty host. Wilt Thou 
watch over us and guard us! We thank Thee for all the mercies Thou hast be- 
stowed upon us in the past, and may we continue to receive Thy blessings in the 
future. We thank Thee for many blessings and for preserving us to this late day. 
Bless our order. Make it an instrument of great good. Keep our names on the 
rolls of Thy service, and at last receive us in that great army above, of whom Thou, 
O Lord, art the Supreme Commander. Amen. 

Commander Robinson: Now, Comrades, we will salute the flag. “I pledge 
allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for 
which it stands; one nation, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 


Adjutant, will you call the roll of officers. 
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. ROLL OF ENCAMPMENT 
z [Comrades whose names are preceded by an asterisk (*) were present.] 
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
Commander . ; .  *CHARLES L. RoBinson 
Senior Vice-Commander . .  *Joun E. Bronson 
Junior Vice-Commander . *Josepx F. StopparpD 
Medical Director . , : ; ALBERT A. NICKERSON 
Chaplain , ' ; ; . *James 8. MITCHELL 
COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 
*GroRGE W. GREEN *HENRI BATCHELDER 
*Dup.Ley L. Pace LEonaRD Boyp 
JAMES H. Wess, Deceased 
OFFICIAL STAFF 
Assistant Adjutant-General ; .  *Freperick H. BisHop 
Assistant Quartermaster-General . .  *FREpERICK H. BisHop 
Judge Advocate. .  *Wiiiram H. WorMsTEAD 
Inspector 5 .  *CHARLES F. STAPLES 
Chief Mustering Officer . .  *Witiram F. Dopce 
Patriotic Instructor .  *E. Georce BIDDLE 
Chief of Staff .  *CHaRLEs A. MILES 
Department Secretary. ; . “He LEN A. PHINNEY 
Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: The roll has been called, and I find all 
present as noted. 
POSTS 
es Wm. Logan Rodman Post 1, New Bedford 
co. Commander, George R. Wixon 
or Members present, 0 
re 
c5 
— Dahlgren Post 2, South Boston 
<r Commander, *George L. Hall 
Members present, 0 


William H. Bartlett Post 3, Taunton 
Commander, Henry N. Hopkins 
Members present, 0 





U. S. Grant Post 4, Melrose 
Commander, *Charles L. Robinson 
Members present, 0 





General Lander Post 5, Lynn 
Commander, *William F. Dodge 
Members present, 1 





E. W. Pierce Post 8, Middleborough 
Commander, George Thomas 
Members present, 0 
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George H. Ward Post 10, Worcester 
Commander, George A. Blunt 
Members present, 0 





Abraham Lincoln Post 11, Charlestown 
Commander, *Joseph I’. Stoddard 
Members present, 0 





Fletcher Webster Post 13, Brockton 
Commander, Walter 8. Bunker 
Members present, 0 





John A. Andrew Post 15, Boston 
Commander, *Dennis Driscoll 
Members present, 0 





E. K. Wilcox Post 16, Springfield 
Commander, Charles B. Burt 
Members present, 0 





General Sedgwick Post 17, Orange 
Commander, *Gilbert D. Streeter 
Members present, 0 





Edwin V. Sumner Post 19, Fitchburg 
Commander, George C. Jewett 
Members present, 0 





Frederick Hecker Post 21, Boston 
Commander, *Henry Bornstein 
Members present, 0 





Maj. E. F. Fletcher Post 22, Milford 
Commander, James M. Fletcher 
Members present, 0 





Thomas G. Stevenson Post 26, Roxbury 
Commander, William H. Emery 
Members present, 0 





F. P. H. Rogers Post 29, Waltham 
Commander, Samuel E. Clark 
Members present, 0 





Phil H. Sheridan Post 34, Salem 
Commander, James Carney 
Members present, 0 
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Theodore Winthrop Post 35, Chelsea 
Commander, Albert A. Nickerson 
Members present, 0 





Needham Post 39, Lawrence 
Commander, George W. Towne 
Members present, 0 





Gen. H. G. Berry Post 40, Malden 
Commander, Oscar C. Wallace 
Members present, 0 





Lyon Post 41, Westfield 
Commander, Charles Waite 
Members present, 0 





B. F. Butler Post 42, Lowell 
Commander, *Dudley L. Page 
Members present, 0 





Richard Borden Post 46, Fall River 
Commander, Richard Fleet 
Members present, 0 


Major How Post 47, Haverhill 
Commander, Ezra G. Bly 
Members present, 0 


George L. Boutwell Post 48, Ayer 
Commander, Hiram 8. Clark 
Members present, 0 





A. W. Bartlett Post 49, Newburyport 
Commander, Charles F. Peel 
Members present, 0 





Charles H. Stevens Post 53, Leominster 
Commander, *Charles F. Staples 
Members present, 1 


Charles Beck Post 56, Cambridge 
Commander, Francis J. O’ Reilly 
Members present, 0 





Reynolds Post 58, East Weymouth 
Commander, Henry B. Vogell 
Members present, 0 
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Franklin Post 60, Franklin 
Commander, Albert J. Newell 
Members present, 0 





Charles Ward Post 62, Newtonville 
Commander, Leonard Boyd 
Members present, 0 





Gen. Wadsworth Post 63, Natick 
Commander, George B. Howe 
Members present, 0 





Benj. Stone Jr. Post 68, Dorchester 
Commander, *Charles A. Richards 
Members present, 0 





A. St. John Chambre Post 72, Stoughton 
Commander, *Charles A. Miles 
Members present, 0 





McPherson Post 73, Abington 
Commander, Harvey W. Edson 
Members present, 0 





Hartsufi Post 74, Rockland 
Commander, Willard Gurney 
Members present, 0 





J.P. Gould Post 75, Stoneham 
Commander, George E. Kenson 
Members present, 0 





Collingwood Post 76, Plymouth 
Commander, Samuel W. Holmes 
Members present, 0 





David A. Russell Post 78, Whitman 
Commander, Elmer P. Copeland 
Members present, 0 





Charles D. Sanford Post 79, North Adams 
Commander, John Mitchell 
Members present, 0 





Isaac B. Patten Post 81, Watertown 
Commander, Alvin F. Tolman 
Members present, 0 
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John Goodwin, Jr., Post 82, Marblehead 
Commander, *Samuel Snow 
Members present, 1 





W. L. Baker Post 86, Northampton 
Commander, Alphonse Witherell 
Members present, 0 





Paul J. Revere Post 88, Quincy 
Commander, *Frederick H. Bishop 
Members present, 0 





J. H. Chipman, Jr., Post 89, Beverly 
Commander, John Hanners 
Members present, 0 





Francis Washburn Post 92, Brighton 
Commander, James A. Sawyer 
Members present, 0 





Ozro Miller Post 93, Shelburne Falls 
Commander, Amariah Chandler 
Members present, 0 





Capt. Horace Niles Post 110, Randolph 
Commander, *Hiram S. Faunce 
Members present, 0 





D. G. Farragut Post 116, Gardner 
Commander, Charles C. Merritt 
Members present, 0 





Moses Ellis Post 117, Medfield 
Commander, Julius A. Fitts 
Members present, 0 





Timothy Ingraham Post 121, Hyde Park 
Commander, Patrick J. Donlon 
Members present, 1 





E. P. Wallace Post 122, Amesbury 
Commander, Samuel True 
Members present, 0 





W. W. Rockwell Post 125, Pittsfield 
Commander, *Edwin H. Lincoln 
Members present, 0 
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Gen. J. Appleton Post 128, Ipswich 
Commander, Charles W. Bradstreet 
Members present, 0 





James H. Sargent Post 130, West Medway 
Commander, Dennis W. Riordan 
Members present, 0 





Robert A. Bell Post 134, Boston 


Commander, *E. George Biddle 
Members present, 0 





Isaac Davis Post 138, West Acton 
Commander, George L. Towne 
Members present, 0 





Willard C. Kinsley Post 139, Somerville 
Commander, Dennis M. Dailey 
Members present, 0 





C. L. Chandler Post 143, Brookline 
Commander, *Prince A. Phinney 
Members present, 1 





Charles W. Carroll Post 144, Dedham 
Commander, *John E. Bronson 
Members present, 0 





Wm. A. Streeter Post 145, Attleboro 
Commander, Charles D. Kinney 
Members present, 1 





Gen. Lawton Post 146, Lawrence 
Commander, Oran J. Randlett 
Members present, 0 





James A. Perkins Post 156, Everett 
Commander, *George A. Parsons 
Members present, 1 





F. A. Clary Post 164, Conway 
Commander, James Coughlin 
Members present, 0 





J. Arthur Johnson Post 173, Sturbridge 
Commander, Jeremiah J. Shepard 
Members present, 0 
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Edwin E. Day Post 174, Greenfield 
Commander, John R. Sears 
Members present, 0 


Ladd and Whitney Post 185, Lowell 
Commander, Charles M. Bixby 
Members present, 0 





R. A. Pierce Post 190, New Bedford 
Commander, George N. Alden 
Members present, 0 





P. M. Whiting Post 192, North Attleboro 
Commander, Michael Harlow 
Members present, 0 





Thomas A. Parker Post 195, East Pepperell 
Commander, *George A. Gay 
Members present, 0 





Boston Post 200, Jamaica Plain 
Commander, *George W. Green 
Members present, 0 





Thomas Gardner Post 207, Nantucket 
Commander, James H. Wood 
Members present, 0 





Commander Robinson: Now, comrades, the next order of business is the reading 
of the Department Commander’s address, and, being sick since last June, I am not 
able to stand on my feet to read it, so I have asked Mrs. Phinney to read my address 
for me. 

(For further proceedings, see page 27.) 


ADDRESS OF DEPARTMENT COMMANDER CHARLES L. ROBINSON 


COMRADES :— 


I bid you a cordial welcome to this Seventy-first Convention of the Grand Army 
of the Republic in Hotel Bradford. 

This year giving way to our better judgment and not to our sentiments, we 
deemed it wise not to hold our convention in historic Faneuil Hall as has been cus- 
tomary for years, but to hold it here. 

It was with regret we gave up this renowned ‘Cradle of Liberty” whose walls 
have resounded to the voices of James Otis, Samuel Adams, Daniel Webster, 
Wendell Phillips, Charles Sumner, William Lloyd Garrison and a host of other 
nation heroes and orators; but the safety and comfort of my comrades must be 
considered. It is not so easy for us comrades of ninety years and more to climb 
the stairs nor are we able to cope with the speeding autos whizzing around Faneuil 


Hall. 
This is a comfortable meeting place and I trust the change is for the better. 
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We are assembled to transact any business that may legally come before this 
convention and to perform such other duties as are required. 

Comrades, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for bestowing upon me the 
greatest honor, Department Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
That has been my fondest hope for years. It was the happiest moment of my life. 

In accepting the office of Commander, I was actuated by the same high and lofty 
desires as inspired my predecessors, to serve faithfully and well. I entered upon 
my duties with all the enthusiasm possible, but owing to the lack of health and not 
of spirit, I have not been able to accomplish what I desired. 

Now that the final day of my office has arrived I will give you an account of my 
stewardship. 

I have had the privilege of attending many reunions, receptions, conventions, 
numerous meetings of military, civil, and fraternal organizations, anniversaries, 
dedications and flag presentations. At most of these I was obliged to make a 
speech. Many flags I have presented to many schools of all grades even through 
the high school. 

Memorial Week I visited every school in my home city. They entertained me 
with wonderful patriotic programs and I concluded with a speech or talk. How 
the children love to hear us talk—‘a real soldier’— as they call us Grand Army 
men. 

Let each comrade realize that so long as he can appear clad in his Grand Army 
uniform he is a living example of patriotism. I can assure you that nowhere else 
does one meet with more appreciative audiences than in our schools. 

My enthusiasm knew no bounds but my strength did. Attending two, three and 
sometimes four functions a day was just too much for me. It sapped so much of 
my vitality that on my way to Washington, I collapsed, which put an end to many 
of my activities. 


MEMBERSHIP 


Our membership by the last report was 236. Today we have only 173 members. 
13 posts having surrendered their charters, we now have only 74 posts. Sad to 
relate, some of these posts have only one member and many only two or three 
members. It seems that as our membership decreases the hearts of the comrades 
beat with warmer love. 


FINANCES 


On the financial side of our report, the Assistant Quarter-master-General’s 
report is the last word. I can speak especially of the efficient loyalty that has 
carried us through another year in good condition. Largely through the aid of the 
state and the generous contributions of our allied organizations, we have been 
able to still carry on. We wish to assure the donors of our gratitude for their 
generosity and kindness. 


MeEmorIAL Day 


No day is more sacred to us Veterans than Memorial Day—the day instituted 
by the Grand Army. To us it is filled with sweet memories of our dear departed 
Comrades. The beautiful custom of placing flowers and flags upon the graves of 
our heroes is growing more and more impressive each year. The services of this 
day seem more fully appreciated by the coming generation as the years roll on. 

Sports that have hitherto been indulged in during the morning exercises are now 
postponed until afternoon. Our living examples of patriotism have not been in 
vain. They have blossomed and are now bearing fruit many fold. 

As we are getting less and less able each year to perform this loving tribute we 
are becoming more and more dependent on the Allied Organizations. Much of 
this work has already been gladly assumed by them. We feel confident that they 
will perpetuate this Day. 


“See! A line of Blue is marching 
There’s a drum call in the street, 
And the heavens over arching 
Seem the veterans to greet; 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 1] 


They are marching slowly, slowly 
As the flowers to them nod, 

And the remnant grows more holy 
As the years pass on to God.” 


In MEMORIAM 


During the last year many of our true and loyal comrades have answered the 
last roll call and have been mustered into that vast Heavenly Army. Their mem- 
at are tenderly cherished by their comrades and by the communities where they 
lived. 

Among those who will be greatly missed from our ranks is Past Department 
Commander, James H. Webb of Paul J. Revere Post No. 88 G. A. R. He passed 
to his eternal rest on February 20, 1937. He was a much loved and respected 
citizen, a true man and soldier. At the funeral, military rites were carried out by 
Past Department Commander, Frederick H. Bishop, sole survivor of the Paul 
Revere G. A. R. Post and by the St. Stephen’s Royal Arch Chapter. The church 
was filled with representatives of veteran and patriotic organizations and with 
state and city officials, which testified to the high esteem in which he was held. 
The memories of these comrades will ever be tenderly cherished by their comrades. 


High were their deeds o’er whom our hearts are weeping! 
Safe bides their fame in all men’s love and praise! 
And sweet the memory that has crowned their days! 


County ASSOCIATIONS 


As the membership of our posts has dwindled, the meeting of our County Asso- 
ciations is a most fitting place to renew our friendships and have a social time. 
These meetings are of keen interest and help and are especially so when the com- 
rades expound their ideas and relate some of their past war experiences. 

May these inspiring meetings long continue. 


NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


Our Seventieth National Encampment held in the beautiful city of Washington, 
D. C. September 20, 1936 was one to be long remembered by those who attended. 
_ The Colpitts Tourist Company made all arrangements for the trip thereby re- 

lieving us of all care. Nothing was left undone that could be done for our comfort. 
Too much cannot be said for their kindness and courtesies. 

The Department of Massachusetts was represented by the Commander Charles 
L. Robinson; the Senior Vice-Commander John E. Bronson; the Junior-Vice 
Commander Joseph F. Stoddard; Assistant Adjutant-General Frederick H. Bishop, 
and the Department Secretary Mrs. Helen Phinney, Past Department President 
of the Daughters of Union Veterans. The Mayflower Hotel was the Headquarters, 
which was the scene of many gay festivities. The usual routine of business was 
transacted. 

The event that created the greatest interest was the parade. What a day! 
There were people everywhere. Thousands of emotion-swept spectators thronged 
the windows, filled the stands, perched upon the housetops and filled up every 
place. 

Shortly the sound of a gun was heard by the anxious crowds. All was commotion 
as this was the signal to march. The moment the Veterans appeared, shouts of 
acclamation from thousands of adoring people rent the air. The “Boys in Blue 
were marching again down that very same Avenue that That Grand Parade 
marched down seventy years ago. At that time it took them two days to march 
before their President. Today it took less than two hours to pass. 

In spirit they were all boys again. Led by their Commander-in-chief Oley 
Nelson of Iowa, the veterans marched gallantly under a blazing sun. Here and 
there some of them faltered, but refusing to halt went on, leaning on the arm of a 
young soldier; others refused any sort of assistance. Some carried themselves as 
soldierly as formerly. Nothing but that same dauntless spirit of former days could 
have spurred them on. 
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Some wore the same war-worn uniforms; some a coat of faded blue; others that 
little war-time cap. Many too feeble to march rode in autos. 

Senior Vice-Commander John E. Bronson led the 14 Members of the Massa- 
chusetts Division as I was ill in bed. It cheered me to hear that the Massachusetts 
Department won high praise for their soldierly appearance. 

After the Grand Army came the Regular Army. In all parades the rule is “‘the 
Regulars first’? but that honor was bestowed on the Grand Army Veterans for this 
parade. Horses proudly dancing, officers in rich uniforms and a waving sea of 
gaily uniformed soldiers bewildered the multitudes. The air was filled with martial 
strains of many bands and with the enthusiastic acclamation of vast multitudes. 
Such wonderful marching no words can describe. It is now a thing of the past and 
will number in history with the wonderful parades of time. 

You cannot imagine how I felt that day sick in bed. The day that I had so 
longed for. The day that I had always looked forward to as being the grandest of 
all my life. How proud I should have been leading you, dear Comrades, in that 
Parade commemorating that greatest of Great Parades. 

It should serve as an inspiration to all. 


THE WoMAN’S RELIEF Corps 


The Woman’s Relief Corps is the oldest of the Auxiliaries connected with the 
Grand Army of the Republic. Never has there been a more faithful, loving, loyal 
body of women. They have ever been our right hand. What could we have done 
without them? We highly appreciate their labor of mercy and patriotism. 


LADIES OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 


The members of this organization are blood relations of the Grand Army. They 
are engaged in patriotic and benevolent work similar to the Relief Corps. The 
work accomplished by them is so well known that it does not need my eulogy. 
We extend to them our sincere gratitude. 


Sons oF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 


Every year we have to lean more and more heavily upon our sons. Upon them 
rests the solemn duty of carrying on and perpetuating our precious history and 
preserving the government which we saved. 

Weare greatly gratified by your Radio Broadcast which has given many inspiring 
lessons. 

You have already proven yourselves ‘‘Noble Sons of Noble Sires!” 


DAUGHTERS OF UNION VETERANS 


As fathers we have the same pride in our daughters as we have in our sons. We 
are pleased that by a special Act of the Massachusetts Legislature our daughters 
are made co-equal with the Sons of Veterans. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder with sons, we know that you will keep our mem- 
ories green and carry on our work so dear to us. 

I extend to them our sincere thanks for their many ministrations of loving 
kindness. May success crown all their efforts. 


Sons oF UNION VETERANS AUXILIARY 


This order as the name implies was founded to aid the Sons in their work, but 
they have ever been mindful of us Veterans. Much sunshine and happiness have 
been brought to us by those patriotic women. For their devotion we are truly 
grateful. 


VETERANS OF OTHER WARS 


These veterans are always willing and ready to assist us. I extend to them my 
heartfelt thanks for their many courtesies and help. May happiness and success 
attend them. 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 13 


SoutpreRs’ Homer, CHELSEA 


The state has taken charge of this home. It has become a home for veterans of 
more recent wars. There are only six Grand Army Veterans there at the present 
time. 

GOVERNOR JOHN A. ANDREWS Home 


I do not need to tell you how successfully this home is doing under the able ad- 
ministration of the President, Mrs. Lue Stuart Wadsworth. It furnishes a home 
for the old comrade and his wife. Just imagine what a cruel thing it would be to 
separate a comrade and his wife in their declining years. 


Let us give generously to this noble work so that they may be permitted to live 
together ‘‘Until death us do part.” 


RECEPTION 


June 13 will always stand out as one of the milestones of my life around which 
sweet memories will always linger. Upon this evening a reception in my honor 
was held in Memorial Hall by the Orders allied to my local Post, U.S. Grant Post 4, 
the Woman’s Relief Corps No. 16; Daughters of Union Veterans Tent 37, Sons of 
Union Veterans, Camp 79, and Sons of Veterans Auxiliary 79. 

Early in the evening the Hall was crowded with more than a thousand persons 
including senators, representatives, city officials and people from all walks of life to 
extend congratulations and greetings. 

. Among them were 14 of my comrades, ‘‘the Boys in Blue”. Their average age 
was over ninety years. One, Comrade King, who was a hundred in August, has 
recently gone to his eternal rest. 

While the audience was waiting for the receiving line, Mr. Ernest Hoffman 
rendered organ selections and held their rapt attention for the beautiful “Largo”’. 

The special guests were escorted from Grand Army Hall to the receiving line in 
Memorial Hall. I was assisted in receiving by the Chairman, Mrs. Anita Warren, 
Past Department President of Daughters of Veterans, N ational and Department 
Officials of the Grand Army and by Officers of our Allied Organizations. 

The Greetings exchanged by the fourteen Grand Army comrades and the honored 
guests brought smiles and tears as they were escorted across the hall to the slow, 
very slow martial music. 

A most spectacular feature was the ‘““Trooping of the Colors”. More than 150 
large flags brought from distant cities and carried by men in uniform and women 
dressed in white, made a display seldom if ever witnessed before. Mr. W. L. 
Anderson, Jr. the marshall proved himself the master of this art. 

The Chairman, Mrs. Warren, spoke briefly on the modest quarters of Post 4 
and the tardy recognition of these heroes until the erection of Memorial Hall and 
the gift of the wonderful organ as a World War Memorial. 

Upon her suggestion the ladies rose and sang one of the popular songs of the 
Daughters 1 in honor of the Veterans. 


Let us call you sweethearts 
Dear old Boys in Blue 

For we are your Daughters 
And we love you too 

To the Old Grand Army 
We will ’ere be true 

Let us call you sweethearts 
Dear Old Boys in Blue. 


My feelings almost overwhelmed me. I could speak only briefly on the great 
homage paid me. 

Later in the evening Governor James M. Curley came to pay tribute. He spoke 
briefly to pay compliments to me for my literary and oratorical ability. 

So many gifts and beautiful flowers, so many affectionate and encouraging words 
bestowed upon me, gave me new life to carry on. 

Words cannot express to you how I appreciate that memorable occasion. 
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DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 


To my Associate Officers and Council of Administration I extend my sincere 
thanks for their wise council and assistance. 

Words cannot tell how thankful I am to my Senior and Junior Vice-Commanders 
for their valuable assistance and for responding to the engagements which through 
illness I was unable to attend. 

To Past Department Commander Bishop, our Assistant Adjutant-General, I 
am exceedingly grateful for his inestimable service and for filling my engagements. 

Department Officers, I feel that every comrade in this Department joins with 
me in the expression of the heartfelt appreciation of the service of our faithful 
Department Secretary, Mrs. Helen A. Phinney, for the untiring energy with which 
she has performed her duties and the valuable services she has rendered in our 
Grand Army Work. Her many acts of kindness have endeared her to every one. 
No business is too great or too small not to receive ready attention. She always 
says the kindest things in the kindest ways. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


As everything has been so well taken care of by my predecessors for the work of 
this Department, I have no suggestion that will add to its efficient management. I 
recommend that the appropriations be sufficient to keep up our standing. 


In CONCLUSION 


To all the Comrades of this Department and to my Staff: I desire to express my 
sincere thanks and appreciation for the distinguished honor you conferred on me 
by electing me commander of this Department and also for your loyal and never 
failing support. This honor will always be to me the greatest honor of my life. 
The duties of the Department Commander are many, requiring much time and 
strength, but most of them are exceedingly pleasant. As I lay down my sacred 
trust, I fully feel that I have striven to give the best that was in me. If it has been 
wanting, it is only because of the lack of health and not of spirit. 

I wish for my successor the same ‘‘brotherly love” that I have received. May 
the God of all Goodness shed his love on this Grand Army of the Republic. 


In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
CuaRr.es L. Rosinson, Department Commander. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER 


DepuHaM, Mass., March 1, 1937. | 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CoMRADE:—I submit herewith a report of my services as Department Senior 
Vice-Commander. 

I have accepted all invitations and details that were in my power to do. They 
include: receptions to Commander Robinson, Governor’s Reception at the State 
House, receptions and gatherings held by the Woman’s Relief Corps, anniversaries 
of the Sons and Daughters of Union Veterans 

Lincoln Memorial services in Milton Feb. 12. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, parade in Boston, also parade in Mansfield and dedi- 
cation of park. 

Patriotic meeting at Faneuil Hall by Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary. 

Reception to Commander-in-Chief of Disabled Veterans, World War, and 
Norfolk County Associations. 

Visited 16 schools in the week preceding Memorial Day, also took part in the 
Memorial Day services in Dedham and Westwood. 

On June 23, was tendered a reception by the Woman’s Relief Corps and Daugh- 
ters of Union Veterans of Dedham. It was a most enjoyable occasion and I am 
deeply grateful for the many kindnesses shown me. 
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Attended the National Convention at Washington, and as the Department 
Commander was ill, was detailed to march at the head of our Department. 
The year has been a busy one. I wish to thank my comrades for electing me as 
their Senior Vice-Commander. 
Yours in F., C. and L., 


JOHN E. Bronson, Department Senior Vice-Commander. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT JUNIOR VICE-COMMANDER 


CueuseA, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComRADE:—I have the honor to submit the following as a report of service rend- 
ered to date:— 

I wish to thank my comrades for conferring on me the great honor of electing me 
to the position of Department Junior Vice-Commander. I have endeavored to 
discharge the duties of the office to the best of my ability. 

It has been a privilege to attend many gatherings of the Woman’s Relief Corps, 
Ladies of the G. A. R., Sons and Daughters of Union Veterans and Sons Union 
Veterans Auxiliary; also the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. I 
have enjoyed meeting with all these organizations. 

The courtesy and kindness that has been extended to me on all occasions are 
greatly appreciated. 

Attended National Encampment at Washington. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
JosepH F. StopparpD, Department Junior Vice-Commander. 


REPORT OF MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
CHELSEA, Mass., March 1, 1937. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Dear Sir AND COMRADE:— 


I have the honor to report as ‘‘Medical Director’ of the Department of Massa- 
chusetts, Grand Army of the Republic. During the past year our honored organi- 
zation in our City of Chelsea has been given the proper respect due it. As Com- 
mander of Post 35, I have used every effort to have our Post represented at the 
various veteran and patriotic functions. I held our annual memorial service at the 
Central Congregational Church, Chelsea, on Memorial Sunday, and Post was 
assisted in this solemn service by every veteran and patriotic body in the city. 
Many of my visitations had to be cancelled by me during the latter part of my 
term of office owing to the fact of an auto injury which kept me confined to my 
home. At the Memorial Day exercises, of which I have held the honor of being 
Chief Marshal for several years, I had the honor of veterans of all wars co-operating 
with me. My local Camp 81, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, under my 
direction now attend to the decoration of nearly 1,000 graves of my former com- 
rades and they also have a splendid firing squad which is at my service at all times. 
It has been an honor to assist my worthy Department « fficers in keeping green the 
memory of those both living and dead. I sincerely trust we may carry on for many 
more years, for patriotism is needed now more than ever. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
ALBERT A. NIcKERSON, Medical Director. 
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN 


Wo .aston, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
FREDERICK H. Bisuop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComraDE:—I have the honor to present my report of Memorial Day and 
Memorial Sunday observances. 

Forty-one Post Chaplains have sent in Memorial Day reports. 

On Memorial Day practically every Post attended divine service. 

On Memorial Day all Patriotic Organizations assisted in the exercises, and a 
goodly number of citizens as well as the school children turned out to honor the 
“Boys in Blue.” 

Six hundred cemeteries were visited; 19,248 graves were decorated. Quite a 
number of unmarked graves have been reported. I trust that next year will show 
that all Veterans graves have been provided with headstones, as the Government 
will provide them upon application. 

The Sons and Daughters of Union Veterans are very active in assisting the 
Comrades and in many cases doing all the work connected with the duties of the 
day. 

Comrades, let us pray that when taps have sounded for the last one, the spirit 
of ’61-"65 may still prevail. 

Yours in F., C.-and'L., 


JAMES 8. MiTcHELL, Department Chaplain. 


REPORT OF ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
CHARLES L. Ropinson, Department Commander: 
ComRADE:—I have the honor to render my report as Assistant Adjutant-General 


for the year ending February 27, 1937. The following table shows the membership 
of the Department to December 31, 1936: 


Number of posts. ; ee 
Number of comrades in good standing, December al, 1935 . ; 1236 
Number gained from all sources : : nical 
237 

Number of comrades lost by death . } : nz 

Number lost from all other sources . Ligh 
Total loss ; ; . 64 
Number in good standing, December 31, 1936. ; WS 


The following Posts, thirteen in number, have surrendered their charters during 
the year: Post 12, Wakefield; Post 30, Cambridge; Post 43, Marlboro; Post 45, 
Gloucester; Post 61, Webster; Post 90, Danvers; Post 95, Saugus; Post 102, Milton; 
Post 120, Lowell; Post 165, Duxbury; Post 168, Southbridge; Post 170, Mansfield; 
Post 179, Barre. 


Of the 74 Posts in good standing, 30 Posts have but 1 member each, while in the 
remaining 44 Posts the membership ranges from 2 to 12 members. Total 173. 
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Report OF MEMBERSHIP BY DISTRICTS, AND OF THE NUMBER OF REPRESENT- 
ATIVES TO THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT TO WHICH EACH DISTRICT IS ENTITLED 
IN 1937 

CouNTIES Members Represent- 
atives 
it Bristol 15 17 
District No. 1 Nant ekee Ht 
District No. 2 Plymouth 11 
District No. 3 Norfolk . 14 
District No. 4 Suffolk 26 
District No. 5 Essex 26 
District No. 6 Middlesex 30 
District No. 7 Worcester 19 
Hampden 9 
ie Berkshire 4 
District No. 8 Braniiin : 99 
Hampshire 2 
165 
Members-at-Large. iat 8 
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The following table shows the membership by counties in detail: 


TABULATED REPORT BY COUNTIES 


me OD Wr rR Wr WOR Hb ht & ee 


ow 
=) 


re Coen ee ee 


14 


Doe RH bo bo 


11 


Number | 
Number LocaTION of Mem-|/Number LOCATION 
of Post bers || of Post 
Berkshire County Middlesex County 
79 | North Adams 2 4 | Melrose . ; 
125 | Pittsfield 2 29 | Waltham 
40 | Malden . 
Total (2 Posts) . 4 42 | Lowell 
48 | Ayer 
56 | Cambridge 
Bristol County 62 Newtonville 
1 | New Bedford 2 63. | Natick 
3 | Taunton 1 75 | Stoneham 
46 | Fall River 3 81 | Watertown 
145 | Attleboro 5 138 | West Acton 
190 | New Bedford ; 3 139 | Somerville 
192 | North Attleborough 1 156 | Everett . 
Fe TERO 185 Lowell . 
Total (6 Posts) . 15 195.1] Hast Pepperell 
Pe asventy Total (15 Posts) 
5 | Lynn 8 Nantucket Count 
y 
34 | Salem 3 207 | Nantucket 
39 | Lawrence 1 
47 | Haverhill 2 Total (1 Post) 
49 | Newburyport 1 
82 | Marblehead 4 Norfolk County 
89 | Beverly . of 58 East Weymouth 
122 | Amesbury 1 60 | Franklin 
128 | Ipswich . 1 72 | Stoughton 
146 | Lawrence 2 88 | Quincy . 
110 | Randolph 
Total (10 Posts) . 26 t17 Medfield 
130 | West Medway 
143 | Brookline 
Franklin County 
Me range oy 3 14¢ | Dedham . 
93 Sicigiris Falls y! Total (9 Posts) 
164 | Conway . 1 
174 | Greenfield " Plymouth County 
8 | Middleborough 
Total (4 Posts) . i RMS pension 
, 73 | Abington 
Hampden ae 74 | Rockland 
16 | Springfield . ‘i 76 | Plymouth 
41 | Westfield 2 78 | Whitman 
Total (2 Posts) . 9 Total (6 Posts) . 
; Suffolk County 
Hampshire County 2 | South Boston 
86 | Northampton 2 7 | Boston : 
NaN ET 11 | Charlestown . 
Total (1 Post) . 2 15 | Boston 


Rm CO bo 
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TABULATED REporT BY CountTies—Concludec 


Number, Vs Number 
Number LOCATION of Mem-|/Number LocATION of Mem- 
of Post bers || of Post bers 
Suffolk County Cont. Worcester County 
21 Boston : 1 10 | Worcester E : 12 
26 | Roxbury 3 19 | Fitchburg ‘ 1 
35 Chelsea . 3 22 Milford . : 1 
68 Dorchester 3 53 Leominster 3 
92 | Brighton ib 116 | Gardner . 1 
121 | Hyde Park 3 173 | Sturbridge 1 
134 Boston 1 ——_—___—_ 
200 | Jamaica Plain 4 Total (3 Posts) 19 


Total (12 Posts) 26 


It is a pleasure and also a duty for me to record that I am under great obligation 
to our Secretary, Mrs. Helen A. Phinney, for her valuable assistance. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


REPORT OF ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1937. 


CHARLES L. Ropinson, Department Commander: 

ComrapDE:—The following report of the financial transactions during the past 
year is respectfully submitted: 

The figures have been certified by the Auditing Committee: 


Cash on hand $3,586 53 
Interest on invested funds ; , : ; 89 92 
Received from Sons Union Veterans . ; ; 500 00 
Received from Daughters Union Veterans . : , 200 00 
Received from Woman’s Relief Corps : 25 00 
Received from Commonwealth of Maeatoh notte 1,108 30 
Received from other sources. 3 : : 220) 
———— $5,511 95 


March 1936-1937 
Expenses per Month 


March . : ; , ' $143 86 
April. ; 326 O1 
May. ; ; ; 341 99 
June. ; . ‘ ’ 142 81 
July ! ; 142 76 
August . ' ’ , 169 44 
September. ' : 371 98 
October ; ! ; 158 97 
November. , ; ; ; 148 61 
December ; : 145 31 
January ; 158 56 
February 145 20 
$2,395 50 
Balance on hand March 1, 1937 ; ; ; : 3,116 45 


$5,511 95 
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LyiERCHANDISE ACCOUNT 


Supplies on hand March 1, 1936 $63 49 
Bought during the year . ; ! 3 93 
a Riva Mapa $67 42 
Sold during the year ; ; $2 20 
On hand March 1, 1937 . : 48 84 
Depreciation . ; ; , 16 38 
i ee $67 42 
ASSETS 
Warren Savings Bank $1,328 53 
Provident Savings Bank . : 1,567 89 
First National Bank , , 213 06 
Cash. hy < 6 97 
falc eee $3,116 45 
LIABILITIES 
None 
Value of supplies. Ta tne ; $50 29 
Colors . ; : veh aha , : 200 00 
Office furniture ; 250 00 
i eae POU eee 


Respectfully submitted, 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Quartermaster-General. 


REPORT OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE 


MARBLEHEAD, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CoMRADE:—I would preface my report with a word of appreciation of the honor 
at having a place on the personal staff of Department Commander, Charles L. 
Robinson. 

During the term of my service the ‘‘waters fraternal” have passed untroubled on 
their way, as none have sought help or advice from me. 


Yours Fraternally in F., C. and L., 
WixuiaAmM H. WormstgEaD, Judge Advocate. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT INSPECTOR 


LEomINsSTER, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComrADE:—In accordance with custom I hereby submit my report as Depart- 
ment Inspector. 

My duties have been very light as there has been no call for Post Inspection. 

I appreciate deeply my appointment by the Department Commander. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 
CHARLES F’, StapLes, Department Inspector. 
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REPORT OF CHIEF MUSTERING OFFICER 


Lynn, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComRADE:—The duties of this office seem to be open. With the decline of its 
members, therefore I have nothing to report. 
I certainly appreciate the honor conferred upon me by the Department Com- 


mander. 
Yours in F., C. and L., 
Wiuiam F.. Dopce, Chief Mustering Officer. 


REPORT OF DEPARTMENT PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


ComrADE:—As Patriotic Instructor I regret that I cannot report activities of a 
greater amount. 

My health and strength have been very poor, and early in December I fell and 
received a very serious injury, which kept me under hospital treatment nearly two 
months. 

Wherever I have been at Public gatherings I have seen to it that “Our Flag” 
was duly honored. 


The Red White and Blue of it 
Ever shall we adore it 

Stars that shine upon it 

The stripes that stream through it 
Beautiful and clear 

We are devoted to it 

And now living for it 

Yea, ready to die for it 

Blest Red, White and Blue. 


Yours in F., C.:and L., 
E. GEorGE Bipp1e, Department Patriotic Instructor. 


REPORT OF CHIEF OF STAFF 


StoucuHTon, Mass., March 1, 1937. 

FrepeErIcK H. Bisuop, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CoMRADE:—Owing to serious illness in my family during the past year I have 
been unable to attend to my duties as I would have liked. ee 

I have attended meetings of the County Associations, and of Patriotic Organi- 
zations, when ever possible. 

I extend my thanks to Commander Robinson, for the honor conferred upon me 
as a member of his staff. 


Respectfully Yours, 
Cuarues A. Miuzs, Chief of Staff. 
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REPORT OF COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
CuHar.Les L. Ropinson, Department Commander: 


ComravE:—The first meeting of the Council of Administration was held at 
Department Headquarters, May 21, 1936, at 10 A. M. 

Members present, Comrades Bronson, Stoddard, Green, Boyd, Page, Batchelder 
and Bishop. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

A communication was received from the Daughters of Union Veterans expressing 
their thanks for the use of Room 27, State House. 

On motion duly seconded, it was voted that the Annual Encampment be held on 
April 13-14, 1937, and that Comrades Green and Bishop be appointed to select the 
place of meeting. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that Comrade Green be appointed as 
Custodian of the Bond of the Assistant Adjutant-General. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted that the expenses of the Department 
Secretary, Helen A. Phinney, for attendance at the National Encampment in 
Washington in September be paid from the funds of the Department. 

Comrades Batchelder and Boyd were appointed as auditing committee. 

There being no further business the meeting dissolved. 


Boston, Mass., November 5, 1936. 


The second meeting of the Council of Administration was held at Department 
Headquarters at 1.30 P. M. 

Comrades Robinson, Bronson, Stoddard, Batchelder, Webb, Green, Boyd,\Page 
and Bishop, the entire membership present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The committee appointed to select the place of meeting for the next Encamp- 

ment reported as their preference the Hotel Bradford. 

The report of the committee was accepted and adopted. 

On motion duly seconded it was voted, That payment for the annual dinner 
shall be made from the funds of the Department. 

William L. Anderson, Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, presented for acceptance a plan for a highway extending 
from coast to coast as a Memorial to the Grand Army of the Republic, and to be 
properly designated as such. 

The project was approved by a unanimous vote and with thanks to Brother 
Anderson for the work he has done in interesting the public. 

Commander Robinson extended thanks for the cigars sent him while ill. 

There being no further business the meeting dissolved. 


FREDERICK H. BisHop, Asszstant Adjutant-General. 


REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE 


Boston, Mass., March 1, 1937. 
Cuar_es L. Ropinson, Department Commander: 


ComMRADE:—The Auditing Committee respectfully report that they have ex- 
amined the books and accounts of the Assistant Quartermaster-General and have 
found them correct, with vouchers for all charges made to February 27, 1937. 

We have verified the cash and find the total amount on hand February 27, 1937, 
to be $3,116.45. 

Henri BaTcHELDER, 
LronarpD Boyp, 


Auditing Committee. 





JAMES H. WEBB 
Department Commander 
1929-1930 


Died February 20, 1937 
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- PROCEEDINGS OF ENCAMPMENT 


(Continued from page 9) 


(Applause as Mrs. Phinney finishes the reading of the report.) 

Senior Vice-Commander John E. Bronson: This report of the Department 
Commander, which has been so ably read by our Secretary, will be referred to the 
Committee on Commander’s Address. 

Commander Robinson: The Assistant Adjutant-General will read the list of 
committee appointments. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, I have the honor to report 
the committees as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON COMMANDER’S ADDRESS 


Leonard Boyd, Post 62; Wiliam H. Wormstead, Post 82; and Joseph F. Stoddard, 
Post 11. 
COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


George W. Green, Past Department Commander; George A. Gay, Past Depart- 
ment Commander; and George N. Alden, Post 190. 


‘COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS 


Frederick H. Bishop, Assistant Adjutant-General; Henri Batchelder, Post 156; 
and Helen A. Phinney, Department Secretary. 
CoMMITTEE TO NOMINATE, COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION 
John E. Bronson, Department Senior Vice-Commander; George A. Parsons, 
Post 156; Theodore E. Clark, Post 143; Hiram 8. Faunce, Post 110; and Samuel 
Snow, Post 82. 


COMMITTEE ON GREETINGS TO ALLIED ORDERS 


Woman’s Relief Corps:—Frederick H. Bishop, Assistant Adjutant-General; 
Joseph F. Stoddard, Department Junior Vice-Commander; William H. Wormstead, 
Judge Advocate. 

Ladies of the G. A. R.:—Henri Batchelder, Post 156; Charles A. Miles, Post 12: 
and William F. Dodge, Post 5. 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Cuil War:—George W. Green, Past Depart- 
ment Commander; John E. Bronson, Department Senior Vice-Commander; and 
Samuel Snow, Post 82. 

Sons Union Veterans of the Civil War:—George A. Gay, Past Department Com- 
mander; Hiram 8. Faunce, Post 110; and E. George Biddle, Post 134. 

Sons of Union Veterans Auzxiliary:—Dudley L. Page, Post 42; Leonard Boyd 
Post 62; and Gilbert Streeter, Post 17. 

Commander Robinson: The next in order is nomination of officers. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Frederick H. Bishop Commander, our Senior Vice- 
Commander is present, and I move that he be elected as Commander for the ensuing 
year. 

Commander Robinson: Are there any further nominations for Commander? 
If not, I declare nominations closed. Will someone make a motion that the Adju- 
tant cast one ballot for John E. Bronson for Commander? 

Past Commander George W. Green: Commander, I move, if there is no objection 
that the Assistant Adjutant-General be instructed to cast one ballot as the unani- 
mous vote of this Convention for John E. Bronson as Commander for the ensuing 
year. 

Commander Robinson: Thank you, Comrade Green. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, the motion is carried, and I 
cast the vote accordingly. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, you have elected John E. Bronson as your 
Commander for the ensuing year, and I declare him duly elected. [Applause.| 

Commander-elect John E. Bronson: Comrades, I want to thank you for the 
kind honor bestowed upon me in electing me Commander of the Department of 
Massachusetts. I have always worked hard for the Grand Army of the Republic 
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and shall continue to do so with your help. I know the other officers will assist me, 
and I know that every comrade will do the best he can to help me in my office. 
[Applause. | 

Commander Robinson: Now next in order are nominations for Senior Vice- 
Commander. Will some comrade place someone in nomination for Senior Vice- 
Commander? 

Comrade Bronson: Commander, I would like to nominate Junior Vice-Com- 
mander Stoddard for Senior Vice-Commander. 

Past Commander Green: I second the motion. 

Commander Robinson: The motion is made and seconded that Junior Vice- 
Commander Joseph F. Stoddard be elected Senior Vice-Commander. 

Past Commander Green: Commander, if there is no objection, I make the same 
motion as I did before, that the Assistant Adjutant-General be instructed to cast 
one ballot for the name of Joseph F. Stoddard as Senior Vice-Commander for the 
ensuing year. 

Commander Robinson: You heard the motion as made and seconded that the 
Assistant Adjutant-General cast one vote for Joseph F. Stoddard for Senior Vice- 
Commander. All those in favor will manifest by the usual sign, and it is a vote. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, in obedience to that vote, I 
cast one ballot for Joseph F. Stoddard as Senior Vice-Commander for the ensuing 
year. 

Commander Robinson: I declare Joseph F. Stoddard duly elected Senior Vice- 
Commander of this Department. [Applause.] 

Now we want nominations for Junior Vice-Commander. 

Comrade Bronson: Commander, I don’t want to make all the nominations but 
I welcome a good staff, and I would like to propose the name of Comrade Henri 
Batchelder as Junior Vice-Commander. 

Comrade Henri Batchelder, Post 156: Commander, I thank the comrade for 
placing my name in nomination but I want to say that there are others that are 
better fitted to do the work, and I much prefer that somebody else should have 
that nomination. I thank you, but I decline. 

Comrade Green: Commander, I place in nomination Comrade Charles A. Miles 
of Stoughton as Junior Vice-Commander. 

Comrade Bronson: I second it. 

Comrade Charles A. Miles, Post 72: Commander, I know there are others here 
who would make a better Commander than I will. I will be glad to have someone 
else serve. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Miles, won’t you reconsider and just go 
through with it? We would love to have you. 

Comrade Miles: I will do the best I can, that is all I can say. [Applause.] 

Commander Robinson: That is sufficient. Give him a hand, boys. [Loud 
a Saesta! If there is no objection, I will ask the Adjutant to cast one ballot as 

efore. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, in accordance with your 
instructions, I cast one ballot for Comrade Charles A. Miles as Junior Vice-Com- 
mander for the ensuing year. 

Commander Robinson: I declare Charles A. Miles duly elected Junior Vice- 
Commander. [Applause.] | 

Next, the Medical Director. He is at home sick but I know he would accept re- 
election. Will someone make the motion that the Adjutant cast one ballot for 
Comrade Nickerson for Medical Director. 

Comrade Green: If there are no other nominations, Commander, I will be glad 
to place Comrade Nickerson in nomination and move that the Assistant Adjutant- 
General cast one ballot for Comrade Nickerson as Medical Director. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: In obedience to that motion, I cast one 
ballot for Albert A. Nickerson as Medical Director for the ensuing year. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, you have elected Comrade Nickerson as 
Medical Director for the ensuing year. 

The next is the election of Chaplain. Our present Chaplain is a good one. 

Comrade Green: Our present Chaplain advises me that he prefers not to con- 
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tinue in that office for the ensuing year. He has a very good reason for making 
that request. 

Commander Robinson: Then nominations are in order. 

Comrade Green: I nominate Comrade Biddle for Chaplain. 

Comrade Stoddard: I second the nomination. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Biddle, I understand, is a minister, and won’t 
he make a nice Chaplain! Will someone make that motion as before? 

Comrade Green: I move that nominations be closed. 

Commander Robinson: Adjutant, will you cast one ballot for Comrade Biddle? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, I cast one ballot as directed 
for Comrade E. George Biddle as Chaplain for the ensuing year. 

Commander Robinson: And I declare Comrade Biddle duly elected as Chaplain. 
[A pplause.] 

Comrade E. George Biddle: Commander, I think it would be well just at this 
time to express to my comrades my gratitude and my appreciation of this honorable 
position. I think I should say as the other comrades have in assuming their offices, 
that I will do the best I can. [Applause]. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, it gives me great honor to present Elias R. 
Sweet the Department Commander of the Sons of Veterans of the State of Massa- 
chusetts, and he will say something to you. 

Department Commander Elias Sweet, Sons of Veterans! Commander Robinson 
and Dads-all and Brothers: I came only to get your advice as I have during the past 
year. We have been pals for twelve long months. 

Commander Robinson: I know it! 

Department Commander Sweet: And every time I have asked Dad for advice, 
he has always, with that friendly smile of his, given it tome. Coming from Melrose 
and from Gloucester, we have been very close together this past year, and I have 
never been afraid to go to “Charlie” and ask him what I should do or what he 
wanted me to do; and, as I said at the table last night, we had our little smokes 
together, and I thought that he would like to smoke away the balance of the year, 
and so, Comrade, I have brought to you my little brand as a present so that when 
you smoke it will seem that you and I are together. 

I am not going to take up any more time, comrades, as I know you have a very 
busy session, and I wish success for your convention and for your new officers— 
health and strength that they may carry on the work which you have to do. I 
thank you. [Applause]. 

Commander Robinson: We are all through with our business for this morning. 
We have some of the Sons of Veterans here, among them one grand boy, ‘“‘Doc”’ 
Homan, Past Commander-in-Chief. 

Dr. Ernest W. Homan: Comrades, I did not expect to be here so early this 
morning to look into your faces and to see you transact your business. It is a great 
pleasure to be here and to find there are so many of you rugged fellows who can 
come here for your Annual Encampment. I made an estimate of the number of 
men who would show up, and I think you number pretty close to 30, about 26 or 
28 of you here this morning. You are to be congratulated on your ruggedness and 
the way you have transacted your business; and I know that we fellows only hope 
that we may be as rugged as you are when we get to be in the 80’s and 90’s. The 
way things are going and the way men around 55 and 60 are dropping, not because 
they have been through as much hardship as you men went through, but because 
of the strenuous life they are living—men around 55 and 60 are dropping dead all 
around us, while you men in the 80’s and 90’s enjoy life, going along and chuckling 
away as “Charlie” has in the meeting this morning. 

I haven’t any particular message to bring to you this morning but I did hear a 
story the other day that is pretty fair. It was told about an Irishman who was sick 
and they called a doctor, and the doctor said, “‘Pat, you’ve got to go to the hospital, 
and,” he says, “‘what ward do you want to be put in?” 

“Oh, begorry, it don’t make any difference to me as long as it’s a democratic 
ward,” he said. 

The doctor said, ‘Very well, Pat.” 

Pat said, “Doctor, what’s the matter with me anyway?” 


30 SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


The doctor said, ‘‘You’ve got appendicitis.” 

He said, “‘What’s that?” 

“Well,” he said, ‘‘it’s a little bag down inside of you that has to be taken out.’ 

Pat said, “‘“Begorry, I don’t like that! I never saw an appendix.”’ 

The doctor said, ‘‘I’ll save it for you, and when you come out of the ether it will 
be up on the windowsill.” 

So Pat took the ether and had his appendix taken out. It was a nice, sunny day, 
when he came out of the ether. He opened his eyes a little bit, and there was an 
organgrinder outside playing his hand organ, and just as Pat opened his eyes the 
monkey appeared up on the windowsill. Pat looked at him and he looked at Pat. 
The monkey began to make faces, and Pat said, ‘‘Be aisy, me bye, be aisy!_ Don’t 
make any faces at your mother. He’s a very sick man.” (Laughter.) 

There was another story I heard the other day just a little different. It is about a 
sculptor who worked in marble, and carved a beautiful woman. You probably have 
all heard this story but never thought of it in just this way. Every day he made 
her more beautiful, and finally fell in love with this statue that he had carved out 
of the marble. One night he came into his studio, turned on the lights, and as the 
lights shone down over this beautiful woman he fell on his knees and clasped her 
in his arms and said, “Speak to me! Speak to me!’”’ There was no reply because 
she was but a piece of marble, as he clasped her more closely and said, ‘‘speak to 
me! Speak to me! I love you.” Still there was no reply, and he reached down and 
grasped the mallet that was lying there which he had used to chisel that beautiful 
statue, and with it he gave two or three powerful blows, and the beautiful woman 
crumbled into pieces on the floor. There was no life because it was marble. 

Now you men in your 80’s and 90’s, meeting here today in your Annual Encamp- 
ment, may well say to us, “Speak for me! Speak for me!’ Comrades, as we come 
to you this morning once more in these Annual Encampments to which we have 
come so many times, as a Son of a Veteran who loves you and who has been with 
you sO many years and followed you over this broad land and listened to you and 
learned to love you as a comrade, I just want to tell you that we will speak for you. 
(Applause. ) 

Commander Robinson: Brother Skehan, come up and say something to us. 
eas Skehan is the official Color Bearer of the Massachusetts Department 

AL Ls 

Official Color Bearer James P. Skehan, Canton: Commander and comrades, it 
is useless for me to talk because there isn’t a man here but knows that it is the 
greatest thing and the greatest time in my life when I come before the Grand Army. 
They know I have served them for many years as their Department Color Bearer, 
and I have a deep pride in it. There isn’t anything that I wouldn’t do for any 
Grand Army man. I have attended meetings in Norfolk County. I haven’t lost 
very many meetings, only one or two on account of sickness, but I think they will 
all bear me out that I am johnny-on-the-spot when I can, especially whenever there 
is anything I can do for the Grand Army of the Republic. Commander, I had a 
very pleasant time with you in Washington, and I shall always remember that trip 
to Washington, and I know that all the other Grand Army men here that went will 
always ae “Well, Jim did his duty as far as he could.”” And I thank you. (Ap- 
plause. 

Commander Robinson: Brother Liscom of Dedham, we would like to hear from 
you. 

Charles 8. Liscom, Dedham: Commander, I want to felicitate you upon your 
service during the past year for the Grand Army of the Republic. I know you have 
been under the weather, as they say, but you have done what you could. You have 
shown the proper spirit. There is an old saying, you know: “I fought the good 
fight, and I have kept the faith,” and I think Comrade Robinson has done that. 
He has tried to do so even though he was quite ill. That is one thing that has 
always appealed to me, the wonderful spirit of the Grand Army. I have never 
seen anything like it, and I don’t think I will see it in any other organization. You 
can’t account for it. It is the old spirit of the Civil War days. We know you 
marched into action, shoulder to shoulder, elbow to elbow, and when the command 
came, ‘‘Close ranks’’, as you looked down the line you could see your comrades 
dropping but you marched forward going into action. That was the wonderful 
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spirit of the Grand Army. As they gathered around the campfires in the evening 
cooking their mouldy bacon and munching hardtack, singing the old songs, I re- 
member reading one time that, just after a day of battle, suddenly far down the 
line some wonderful voice started up singing one of the old-time hymns, and very 
soon all along the line the other men joined in singing. I think you can see that 
wonderful spirit in the Grand Army. It did not die with those days but your 
wonderful organization has kept it alive ever since. Think of the work you have 
done keeping alive in this country the spirit of patriotism, by speaking in the schools. 
And here are our younger men. What are they doing? I don’t know. You will 
always find Comrades of the Grand Army going into the schools through the year. 
Comrade Bronson of Dedham I know has for two or three days at a time gone 
around to the different schools. It must be quite a task for him but he does it. 
He is called upon at various times to talk, and he always responds, always speaking 
in behalf of patriotism and love of country. And at this time I want to be the first 
one to congratulate Comrade Bronson for his elevation to the office of Commander. 
I have not been able to write a poem for you this time, Commander Bronson. 

Comrade Bronson: I will forgive you for that. 

Mr. Liscom: I am sorry you can’t enjoy Comrade Robinson’s smokes. 

Comrade Bronson: I am going to call on him some day. 

(Laughter.) 

Mr. Liscom: Well, I know you have in mind that famous line— 


“Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 

And departing leave behind us 
Footsteps in the sands of time.” 


And I think that is only too true of the Grand Army of the Republic. You are 
leaving behind you footsteps in the sands of time. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: There is a delegation here from the Spanish War 
Veterans’ Auxiliary, and I will appoint Comrade Miles, Comrade Green, and Com- 
rade Gay to retire and escort the Greetings Committee of the Spanish War Veterans 
Auxiliary. 

[The delegation retires and presently reappears, escorting the Greetings Com- 
mittee from the Spanish War Veterans Auxiliary, the members of which are pre- 
sented to Commander Robinson.] 

Commander Robinson: Mrs. Berg, won’t you say a few words to us, please. 

Mrs. Ella M. Berg, Department President: Department Commander Charles 
L. Robinson and comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, it is indeed a plea- 
sure for me to come here this morning to welcome you as veterans of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and to extend to you the greetings of the Department of 
Massachusetts, National Auxiliary United Spanish War Veterans. I wish for you 
a very pleasant and happy convention. I am sorry to say that my father was not 
a Grand Army veteran but he had five brothers who served in the Civil War, and 
when we were children at home, when they came to visit us, we looked upon them 
as we now look upon you veterans of the Grand Army, and we did have a lovely 
time with them. They told us many times the stories about the Grand Army of 
the Republic. And, Comrade Robinson, you living next to our town, Malden, I 
have had the pleasure of meeting you many times. It is indeed a great pleasure 
for me to come here this morning and pay my respects to you, and may you con- . 
tinue in the work of the Grand Army of the Republic for many years to come, in 
behalf of the United Spanish War Veterans I hand you this little gift as a token 
of our love and appreciation. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Thank you. Thank you very much. 

Now we will hear a word from Mrs. Cupit. 

Mrs. Blanch E. Cupit: Comrade Commander and members of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, I am very happy to come to your Convention this morning. I 
certainly know what the Grand Army means because I am Past President of 
Francis Washburn Relief Corps No. 79 of Brighton, and the Department President 
asked me to come with her this morning. I am very pleased to be asked to come 
and I do wish for you a very happy and prosperous Convention. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: May we hear from Mrs. Sanford? 
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Mrs. Elizabeth M. Sanford: Comrade Commander and comrades of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, I am so happy to come here this morning and extend to you 
my own personal greetings. My father was a Grand Army man and I can remember 
how I used to stand in line and watch the veterans, and when the Grand Army was 
around we were always enthused, and I am still enthused over the Grand Army of 
the Republic. I am also a member of the Relief Corps and a Past President of the 
Relief Corps, and we are trying to help the Grand Army in every way possible. 
It so nice to see so many of your comrades here today. I hope you will have a very 
lovely convention. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: I thank you. I want to thank these ladies for coming 
here. I express to them my personal thanks, and I thank them for the members 
of the Grand Army assembled, for coming in and seeing us. It is very nice of you. 
We have enjoyed your visit ever so much. I wish I had been in better condition, 
but I have been sick ever since last June, and so you see I have had a pretty serious 
time. I have lost completely the use of my legs. I can’t walk any more. Thank 
you. 

(The delegation retires under escort.) 

Commander Robinson: We have another son of a veteran here this morning, 
the Rev. Mr. Bronsdon, Past Department Commander. I know we would like to 
hear from him. Won’t you please speak to us. 

Rey. Allen A. Bronsdon: Commander and comrades, the association of years 
brings to every man great joy and happiness, and there are precious moments in 
every man’s life that are very dear to him. I think it is an accompanying tribute 
to his heart’s love for the things that are genuine in life, and as I step into this 
place this morning and find here so many of these men whose service to the flag, 
whose heroism is spread upon our records, ever to be held in love, esteem, and 
gratitude by the Sons of Veterans, my heart warms anew and afresh as the son of 
a veteran, when I see these heroes before us. God has looked upon your life, upon 
your ministry, upon your labors with great affection, and in your lives you have 
given that which was greater than any man’s life could possibly bestow in the 
menial duties of life: you have given yourselves! So I come this day into this 
atmosphere with love in my heart for my father and for his comrades, and I ask 
for you this day, sir, and for your loyal comrades every happy and joyous wish 
which you may have. 

Commander Robinson: Are there any of the other Sons here present that would 
like to speak to us? I don’t know you all by name. Some of you I know by sight. 
I would like to have you speak to us, if you would. Will you please tell us your 
name? We would like to put it down. 

Mr. W. L. Green: The name, Commander Robinson, is Willard L. Green, Camp 
62, Everett. You should know it well. Many a time you and I have been together. 

Commander Robinson: You know the lamps are getting dim, and the memory 
isn’t what it used to be in the beginning. I am glad to see you. 

Mr. Green: And many a time have I sat and listened to you recite poetry and 
various other little pieces, wishing that I could do the same. 

Commander Robinson, comrades-all, there is only one in the room who is a 
member of the same post that my father was—Commander Biddle. I came in here 
just now to plead a little bit with the comrades assembled. I don’t know if you 
all know that the Grand Army Hall which has been held by the Robert A. Bell 
Post for so many years is about to be taken away from them. There are quite a 
few organizations which have had representatives go to the city government to 
intercede and see that that still was kept as a memorial for that Post; and I am 
asking your Convention today if they will send a letter to the City of Boston, 
requesting that they leave that hall as a memorial to the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. I make that request to this assembly. If my memory is right, I think the 
year was 1835 when that building was given by private individuals for the educa- 
tion of colored youth in the City of Boston. Along with the gift of that building, 
as I understand it, there was $5,000 set aside for the maintenance of that building. 
Commander Jackson of the Bell Post went to the authorities here quite a little 
while before he died and had the building given back to the Post that had been 
taken away. Then it was given to the Government for the WPA project, and they 
fitted it up, and after that it was returned but now they are trying to take it again. 
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I was told that June 30 is the final date that something will have to done about it. 
Possibly Commander Biddle can tell you more than I can but I am deeply inter- 
ested, and I think that something can be done by this convention of which the City 
will take notice. 

Commander, I thank you for this privilege. (Applause.) 

Comrade Batchelder: Commander, I want to say to you to let these comrades 
know what the Sons of Veterans are doing for Post 156 out in Everett. For the 
past five years the last speaker, Brother Green, was our Master of Ceremonies in 
our visitation of the schools, and he did it in fine manner; and I want to say that 
the way he introduces these comrades to an assembly of 1,700 students in the 
senior high school is pretty fine. I want to thank him publicly for all he has done. 
I thank you. (Applause.) 

Comrade Miles: Commander, I would like to say a few words. Post 72 has a 
Memorial building, and the Sons of Veterans have done a great deal towards it, 
and the Auxiliary of the Sons of Veterans has done a great deal. Today we lack 
about $500 to finish it up, and if the Lord helps us we will try to have it finished by 
Memorial Day. That building forever will stand as a memorial to the Grand Army. 
Some of you have been there and know what it is. It is an old house built in 1835. 
It is in good condition today. The town has given us our taxes, and so far we have 
kept above ground, and we mean to keep above ground as long as we live. Thank 
you. (Applause.) 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: The members of the different committees 
will please bear in mind that the first named on each list will call a meeting of the 
others at the close of this meeting. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Bronson, I have an invitation for the Woman’s 
Relief Corps tonight which I will be unable to attend, and I would like to have you, 
if you will, attend for me. There is the ticket. 

Comrade Bronson: Thank you. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Green, I have an invitation from the Daugh- 
ters of Veterans tonight to go to their meeting at the Parker House but I am unable 
to go, and I would ask if you would go for me? 

Comrade Green: Thank you. I have an invitation myself, but I will be glad 
to represent you. 

Commander Robinson: I thank you ever so much. 

George Gay, stand up. 

Past Commander George A. Gay: What is your wish, Commander? 

Commander Robinson: I say, George, I have an invitation from the Ladies of 
the G. A. R. You know I can’t go, and I want you to represent me there. Will 
you go tonight? _ 

Comrade Gay: Well, I am always willing to help. 

Commander Robinson: Of course you are. 

Comrade Gay: I will do this for you. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Before we close the meeting, I would like 
to ask the members of the Council of Administration who are present, please to 
remain as there is some business to bring before them. It won’t take more than 
five or ten minutes, so when this meeting is dismissed, please remain in the hall. 
That is said to the members of the Council of Administration. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, if there is no further business before this 
meeting, I declare it adjourned until 1.30 o’clock. 

(The meeting recessed at 11.30 a. m.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, please come to order. I will now call for the 
report of the Committe on the Commander’s Address. Will the Committee please 
make its report? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: I will read the report of the Committee on 
the Commander’s Address: 

“The report of the Department Commander is a fine, skillful and finished piece 
of work, touching on every point or question affecting our organization. It gives 
evidence of deep study on his part and makes a valuable report as presented to us.” 

(Signed) §Wii~1amM WoRMSTEAD 
JOSEPH F’, SropDARD. 
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Senior Vice-Commander Bronson: You have heard the report of the Committee 
on the Commander’s address as given by the Assistant Adjutant-General. What 
is your pleasure? 

Comrade Page: I move that it be accepted. 

Comrade Bornstein: I second the motion. 

Senior Vice-Commander Bronson: The motion has been made and seconded 
that the report of the Committee on the Commander’s Address be accepted. Are 
you ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion will say Aye, those 
opposed No. It is a vote, and I so declare it. 

Officer of the Day: Commander, the Commander-in-Chief is in waiting. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Bishop and Comrade Page, will you act as 
escort for the Commander-in-Chief? 

(The delegation retires and presently reappears, escorting Commander-in-Chief 
C. H. William Ruhe, and Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Edwin H. Lincoln, 
all present rising and applauding.) 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Comrades, I have the honor and pleasure 
of introducing to you the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: I am very glad to greet you, Commander, and I suppose 
as Commander-inChief you are a very busy man here right now. I am going to 
ask you if you will say something to our comrades. I think I met you at one or 
two of the national encampments. I have been to them all. Your home is in 
Wisconsin? ) 

Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe: No, in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

Commander Robinson: Oh, yes, the smoky town. 

Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe: It used to be. 

Commander Robinson: I am glad to see you. I have lost the use of my legs. 

Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe: Stay right where you are. 

Department Commander and Comrades: In coming in to the New England 
States it was my purpose, as it is today, to meet my comrades who, if they were 
not with me, were at a similar place somewhere in this country during the years 
from 1861 to 1865. I belonged to the younger element that took part in the pro- 
ceedings,—in the contest and the results of that four years of intense struggle, and 
I assure you it is always a pleasure to come together and speak in a positive manner, 
and make known some of the reminiscenses of those times. 

You all recall the turbulent times we had, and the troubles and tribulations 
through which we had to go. It was no civilized community in which we traveled; 
it was no improved condition that we saw. We were compelled to take things just 
as Mother Nature had prepared them, and you all know what a turmoil it was after 
three or four days’ travel through that territory and what it meant to try and put 
one foot forward over the other. 

Before going further into that episode it will not do any harm to kindly rehearse 
the conditions which brought about that great event. I recall it very distinctly, 
being a boy going to school and being somewhat of a student, and of hearing, seeing 
and reading what was going on. I very vividly recall the presidential campaign 
of 1860, where there were four candidates in the field. 

One candidate was the second one of the Republican party, which party was or- 
ganized in the city that I hailed from. The next one was the candidate of the 
Democratic party and he was nominated from a northern state, the third one was 
the nominee of a split from the Democratic Convention and was a man who hailed 
from the southland, and the fourth one was one who was nominated by a so-called 
free party, but generally known as the Know-Nothing party, which was opposed 
to a great extent to the fi reign element that was mingling with our people at the 
time and not becoming the right kind of citizens of this great country. 

When the results of the election were tabulated, through the split in the Demo- 
cratic party Abraham Lincoln received sufficient electoral votes in order to assure 
his choice for President of the United States. Such took place at the proper time, 
when the electoral college met, and it was the signal for the dissatisfied Southerners 
to start the movement which finally ended in secession. 

Previous to the inauguration, however, there was assembled, on the first Monday 
in December of 1860, the Congress of the United States, and amongst those repre- 
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sentatives were two men who stand out in the history of the country prominently. 
One was a Democratic member of the House of Representatives, and the other was 
a Democratic Senator in the United States Senate, and they were the staunchest 
Union men that you could find, and they were intimate friends of Abraham Lincoln. 
One was his late opponent, and the other one was Black Jack Logan, at one time 
Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. They labored night 
after night in Washington with the representatives from the South, to prevent the 
catastrophe that took place. How they tried to induce those ambitious men to 
desist from secession, and how the President, elected afterwards, consulted with 
them for he knew them to be just as good Union men as he was himself,—and what 
I am telling you is absolute history, but it is not written by historians. What I 
am giving you is the absolute correct history written by Mrs. John A. Logan, who 
was with her husband in Washington when all this took place. 

However, all his efforts were of no avail; all the efforts of the Senators were of 
no avail, and secession was inaugurated and went on. That was at the latter end 
of the administration of Lincoln’s predecessor and he paid no attention whatever 
to secession. It was not stated at the time why, but it later on developed very 
clearly why. 

Everybody was waiting for the inauguration of the new President and they ex- 
pected wonders in that respect in reference to the secession of certain states from 
the Union. He was inaugurated on March 4, 1861, and took his place, and much 
to the surprise of those who were expecting wonders, he adopted exactly the same 
policy as his predecessor. He paid no attention whatever to the secession of the 
southern states, and the reason why is perfectly apparent for it was a legal one. 

You are all aware that it takes two parties to make a contract, and no one of 
those two parties can sever that contract. It takes two to make one, and both 
have to be agreed to sever it, or break it as you say, and that was the reason why 
nothing was done, because secession in itself was null and void. Every state that 
had joined the Union at any time had made a contract with the United States, 
and in order to vitiate that contract the United States had to agree to it, just as 
well as the state that wanted to violate that contract, and for that reason no at- 
tention was paid thereto. But the newly chosen President was just waiting until 
an overt act was committed that would justify and require drastic action, and that 
occurred on April 14, 1861, when certain aggregations, recruited from various 
states, formed in a military organization, with the necessary artillery required and 
fired upon the United States flag at Fort Sumter,—a flag that contained thirty-four 
stars, one star for every state in the Union, and that included everyone of those 
states that had seceded. They were not only firing on what they thought were the 
northern states, but they were also firing on their own states at the time when the 
overt act was committed of firing upon Fort Sumter, and that was clearly shown 
throughout the entire conflict for in those whole four years the Union Army carried 
a flag with thirty-four stars and not one was dislodged therefrom, not one was 
separated, not one was left aside. We boys of the northland fought for the unity 
of the Southern States just as well as we did for the unity of the Northern States. 

That is what really constitutes the basic history of what they have tried, time 
and again, to give a different name to. That is what it was in reality. 

It was, in the first place, a rebellion against the Government of the United States. 
It was not a war between states because no state had the right to wage war. In 
their contract signed with the United States that privilege only belonged to the 
United States and not to any individual state. In one of the latest contests in the 
courts, which was finally appealed to the United States Supreme Court, it was 
stated that the proper appellation was a war—not a war between the states—but 
a civil war in which the civilians of all states were engaged. The fundamental 
basic principle of that war was the preservation of the Union, and that was the 
great object of the President in that war. 

He stated at one time in an interview, “If I could preserve the United States by 
freeing all the slaves I would do so; if I could preserve the United States by freeing 
some of the slaves I would do so; if I could preserve the United States without 
freeing a single slave I would do so, for the first principle is the preservation of the 
United States and the other questions are subordinate thereto.”’ (Applause.) 
That was the basic principle, and then came the conflict as we went on. 
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My comrades, think it over,—when that beginning took place! 

In the Northland, from the babe in the crib to the tottering old man with the 
cane, there were twenty-three million inhabitants, and the roster of the United 
States Army shows that 2,300,000 soldiers went forth into that conflict from that 
population of 23,000,000 people,—one in every ten. That is proven by many 
monuments that you will find throughout the United States. I recall one distinctly. 
I was visiting a Department at the time—I was Department Commander—and 
took a walk, and in the suburbs of the community came to a monument erected in 
memory of the soldiers of the Civil War, and it stated on that monument that the 
population of the county was 15,816, if I recall the figures right, and soldiers from 
the county that went into Civil War, 1,610,—more than one out of ten, so that 
the average figure all the way through stands about correct. In the southern 
states the proportion was about the same. Their population was in the neighbor- 
hood of nineteen millions, and they had about that many soldiers. 

But what were the conditions that confronted us? Let us give them a close 
analysis, and you will find a good reason for the fact that it took some time for us 
to be ready to meet the southern people on equal footing. That was because the 
North could not purchase arms, munitions or equipment anywhere. The great 
countries of the earth at that time, especially in the military line, were Great 
Britain and France, and we not only had to fight the southern soldiers but we had 
to fight the entire resources of Great Britain and France as far as arms and muni- 
tions were concerned. 

Comrades, this is not simply a bare assertion on my part. I held in my own 
hands after the capture,—I reached into the original package and pulled out at 
that time what was known as one of the most modern French rifles that you could 
find, with a telescope on it fifteen inches long. Those instruments of warfare were 
used at Petersburg, and sharpshooters saw our vedettes through the eyehole in the 
stone we had located for sightseeing, and we marveled at the marksmanship, but 
when I had that instrument in my hands and saw the telescope and knew of the 
virtues of that, being perfectly familiar with the manufacture of those instruments, 
the marksmanship was easily explained. Had we had the same kind of instruments 
we could have given just as good an account of ourselves. But we did not have 
France back of us. They had established a monarchy in Mexico and they were 
supporting Maximilian, the King of Mexico, while they knew we could not deviate 
from the task we had on hand because we had the Southern Army to cope with. 
Those instruments of warfare were landed in Mexico by sea, transported over land 
to the southern border and into the southern states, for the use of the southern 
army. Personally, I saw them myself and handled them. 

Then, my comrade, who was closer than I to the rebel army at Appomattox, told 
me personally, and I know that what he said was a fact, that at Appomattox we 
captured five steel field guns of the Whitworth Arms Company in England. They 
had not yet fired a shot. They had been smuggled through the blockades at the 
last moment, which smuggling had taken place for four years and still kept up 
until almost the close of the incident. 

That is what we had to contend with,—not the southern troops,—brave soldiers, 
men of our own flesh and blood,—brothers in arms, really, but with the resources 
of two of the greatest military countries on the face of the earth, so you can under- 
stand why it took such a length of time before we were in a position to cope pro- 
perly with the enemy. 

Now, as to the plan of operation itself. Some of you here were there in 1861, 
some of you in 1862, some of you in later years, and nearly all of us were there at 
the close. In 1862, practically, the warfare was in its full movement. The plans 
were drawn and when the army was properly formed the movement forward began, 
—through Virginia to Yorktown, where through strategy they were compelled to 
retire, and they went down as far as Chickahominy at Richmond. There the siege 
began, and through the elements of the weather a great many of the Army of the 
Potomac were disabled. At one time in the various hospitals and convalescent 
camps nearly sixty thousand troops were interned. The army consisted of 125,000 
men, but such was the dissemination by disease that not more than half could be 
depended upon. 

The Commander-in-Chief of the Army at that time telegraphed the War Depart- 
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ment, which was in charge of one of the ablest men in the Lincoln cabinet, but also 
one of the most unscrupulous men in the history of the United States. The first 
telegram was for 45,000 men, ‘‘and I will take Richmond.” The reply was, “You 
can not have any.” The next request was for 35,000 men, ‘‘and I will take Rich- 
mond.” The reply again was the laconic one, ‘““You can not have any.”’ Then 
came another telegram, ‘‘Send me 25,000 men and I will try,” and again went the 
reply, ““You can have none.’”’ Then came a telegram which is right in the records 
of the War Department, in its originality today, and which that unscrupulous 
Secretary dared not destroy at that time. It is still there, and it reads, ‘If I get 
this army out of here safely I will owe thanks to no man. You have tried your best 
to destroy it.’”’ That telegram, Comrades, can be seen in Washington in the ar- 
chives of the War Department. That is the real history of that campaign. 

Then came the compulsory retreat, and that man did get that army out of there 
safely. Then came the disastrous engagements under General Burnside, and not a 
great while afterwards, by the change of commanders, came the still more disas- 
trous engagement under the command of Fighting Joe Hooker,— all brave men, 
no sueuon about that, but they were inadequate to meet the conditions as they 
existed. 

Then came one unfortunate event after another, until in 1863 came the invasion 
into Pennsylvania. Fortunately, the invasion came up one valley, and the United 
States troops were able, unimpeded, to move forward in the other valley. They 
met at Gettysburg and a sanguine conflict raged there for three successive days. 
Some of you may have been there. It was before my time. I was still too young 
to take part, but thanks to the good co-operation between all the officers at that 
time—you can see the monuments to the several men that were in command—it 
was there through the activity and the successful co-operation between them all 
that finally the southern troops were compelled to retreat, and from then on came 
the downfall, but it was not just with the same measure of command. 

A change of commanders had to be made again by the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army and the Navy. A man was summoned from the West who had been 
successful; he had kept his own counsel but had observed all that was going on 
elsewhere. It is often said by those who have made the military episodes of the 
different armies of the United States in that war a study, and by men who were 
supposed to know, and by some of them who actually did know, that the success 
of that man was due to the fact that he was too far away from Washington to be 
interfered with. He was summoned to Washington and a consultation was had, 
and after listening to the proferred service he made the statement that he would 
accept provided all the requirements he made to carry on that war would be met. 
He profited by the sad experience of his predecessor. He made it a condition that 
when he would look over the situation and knew that he had to have so many men, 
or when he would look over the requirements and knew that he had to have such 
equipment, or when he looked over the situation and found that he must have 
such sustenance,—whatever his demands were they would have to be met. And 
while the great President was a man who could look into the future as well as an- 
other, he was also a man who could look over a situation and know if it were neces- 
sary. He could also yield, and judging by the past experience of that time he was 
ready to yield, not simply to an idea or an argument, but he was ready to yield to 
an absolute fact that had been established by three years of bitter experience of 
war. And then the last general took command. 

Then came complaints from quite a number of citizens, none of which is hardly 
worthwhile to repeat because the complaints were those of fanatics. They com- 
plained to the President that the man he had appointed Commander-in-Chief of 
the forces drank. Then came the laconic reply, ‘Find out the brand that he drinks 
so that I may send a barrel to every Union general.’”’ (Applause.) That is a true 
fact, also. We heard of it at the time. 

However, the real facts came out this way. After the army was again formed 
and moved forward, they moved in the same direction as before. Onward they 
went! It was a slow process, but they still went onward. To some it was entirely 
too slow, and again the President had to hear complaints. He summoned the 
General to a conference and laid before him the complaint that they were following 
out the same proceedings as had been followed out before by the army. Then 
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came the General’s laconic reply, ‘‘We will fight it out on this line if it takes all 
summer.”’ And it did take all summer, and part of the next spring, but the line 
laid down by the Commander in 1862 was the proper military plan, and the last 
Commander just carried out the plan of the first one and the whole method, all 
the way through, was upon the lines of 1862. If that Secretary of War had per- 
mitted the reinforcements to go to the Army of the Potomac at that time, an 
Appomattox day would have been celebrated two or three years earlier that it was. 

However, that does not detract one iota from the service of those men and boys 
who traveled those four years, off and on, through that terrible turmoil and through 
the various changes of the elements, and finally landed properly. When, in the 
early spring of 1865, there was congregated on the southren side of Petersburg, 
around on the east and up north to the city of Richmond, and then west on the 
upper side, on the northern side of Richmond, that great army, it was the wonder 
of everyone who was able to observe what that meant. 

I can recall even as a boy, having been a student, that I went over a great deal 
of territory and I was amazed at the size of the army, but I was still more amazed 
at one thing. I knew enough of military tactics to know what the command of an 
army meant, but what I was more amazed at than anything else that I can recall 
today was how an army like that could be fed, taken care of, and furnished the 
necessary arms and ammunition from time to time to carry on such a war. That 
I think today is one of the most wonderful things that you can find in military 
operations,—how to take care of the subsistence and support of such an army. 
Well do I remember reading about one of the interviews with Napoleon Bonaparte, 
when they asked his opinion as to the relative movements of the army and how to 
take care of them, when he made his laconic reply, ‘““The army travels on its belly.” 
When they are well taken care of you can rely upon them to fight when it is neces- 
sary. 

After that valley had been cleared, I remember the day well when on the Jeru- 
salem plank road the advance guard of the first and third divisions of the United 
States Cavalry, under General Jordan, landed on the south side of Petersburg. 
His scouts in gray uniform, settled a short distance from our winter quarters, 
down on the corduroy plank road there, and played poker, and I looked on. 

A few days afterwards the turmoil began and then it was upon the picket line 
I saw them go over, over, and over, and towards morning the whole thing had 
gone off in the distance and the marching orders were given. Gradually the whole 
army got on the move. The evacuation began up in Richmond and the Army of 
the James, which was on the north, started in pursuit to prevent any movement 
of the southern army toward the right so as to get into northern territory, and the 
line of communication necessarily had to be kept open. 

On the south there were two lines. The troops were so great in number there 
that it was impossible to move the army in a single line. I recall very well that we 
were in the upper line of the two, along the south side railroad, and a very short 
distance below us there was another line of the troops on foot, and still a shorter 
distance below that again was the Sheridan Mounted Cavalry. 

Then the movement kept on and on, the lines of communication were kept open 
so that there would be no interference, and in a few days the cavalry had out- 
traveled the southern troops, turned northward, and there stood a stone wall of 
United States troops, interfering with the further progress of the rebel army. 

During that time the prisoners were brought back, and a very fine episode took 
place just where I was in camp, which showed the wonderful feeling there was be- 
tween the private soldiers. We knew very well that those soldiers in the southern 
army were there under necessary compulsion by those ambitious men who sought 
to establish another nation. There was one day, some two or three days before 
the surrender, when we were standing along the roads right at Wilson’s Depot on 
the south side railway, when the advance guard of our men came back with some 
five thousand prisoners under guard. Their arms had been taken from them by, 
of course, compulsory measures. They were still our enemies, but they were march- 
ing under the necessary surveillance to the rear of the army. By some means word 
got to our boys that those men were hungry. Those of our boys who had something 
to spare went to their tents, came down with their haversacks, and began to pitch 
hardtack at those prisoners as they moved by. You should have seen how eagerly 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 39 


they were grasped, and when one fell to the ground how quickly it was picked up. 
It was only in late years that I began to realize what that meant, and I said once 
in an address that of all the episodes of that Civil War, of all the achievements of 
‘ome of our comrades, who reached some of the highest points in civil life, notably 
one who served for a long time in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, there is no 
episode that strikes the human heart any closer than when you meet your enemy, 
you find out that he is hungry, and you give him bread. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Commander-in-Chief, I want to thank you for your 
splendid address, for myself and my comrades. It was a wonderful address and 
we enjoyed it very much. I know when I speak for these men here that they are 
all my friends. There is one sitting there by the door who was in the same company 
with me in 1863 and 1864, and these are all my friends. 


BE A FRIEND 


“Be a friend. You don’t need money 
Just a disposition sunny; 
Just the wish to help another 
Get along some way or other; 
Just. a kindly hand extended 
Out to one who’s unbefriended; 
Just the will to give or lend, 
This will make you someone’s friend. 


Be a friend. You don’t need glory. 
Friendship is a simple story. 

Pass by trifling errors blindly, 

Gaze on honest effort kindly, 

Cheer the youth who’s bravely trying, 
Pity him who’s sadly sighing; 

Just a little labor spend 

On the duties of a friend. 


Be afriend. The pay is bigger 
(Though not written by a figure) 

That is earned by people clever 

In what’s merely self-endeavor. 

You'll have friends instead of neighbors 
For the profits of your labors; 

You'll be richer in the end 

Than a prince, if you’re a friend.” 


I thank you, Commander-in-Chief. 

_ Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe: Commander, what I take pride in 
is that it is not a story but personal observation, and not only that, but my com- 

rades know whether I am telling them what took place or what did not. There is 

no denying the fact. 

Comrade Biddle: Mr. Commander, I was just as thrilled with this address as 
I was last week on hearing our National Commander in Danbury. I have heard 
many addresses on the war and I have read much of the history of the war, but I 
learned more from the Commander-in-Chief in reference to the war than I have 
ever heard or read. I have seen many congregations sit and listen, but I never saw 
such attention as was given here to the Commander-in-Chief today. I don’t be- 
lieve that one of these silver heads—as Comrade Flynn used to call us—moved 
while the Commander-in-Chief was speaking. I am a minister of the gospel and I 
never heard better gospel preached than he has spoken today. 

I have been amazed at hearing about some of our comrades going to Gettysburg 
because the confederate soldiers would be there. Did you hear the Commander’s 
peroration,—the closing words of his remarks? What a noble thing it was for 
those soldiers to be friendly to those they called their enemies! I have just been 
thrilled here, and I said to myself when I was coming, ‘I will go down to this en- 
campment if for no other reason than to meet the National Commander. God 
bless you, my Commander! You have given us a splendid address. I have learned 
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more about the relations of France and England to our Government than I had 
understood before. I have learned more about their smuggling their arms in here, 
but we went through all right. 

I am glad to be here. I like to meet the Grand Army men. I have been meeting 
with ministers for sixty years, but I want to tell you that I feel more at home 
among these Grand Army men than I ever felt among the ministers of the gospel. 
There is something about the war, there is something about this association of men 
of the war that seems to enoble them. I don’t find any indication of prejudice or 
color line, and, by the way, you will remember, I think, that this Grand Army is 
about the only organization in this country that hasn’t a color line. You have 
colored Masons and white Masons, colored Elks, and everything else, but when 
it comes to the Grand Army there is no color line. 

I want to say just this word. There is no place in Boston that I feel happier in 
than in going up to the State House. Any comrades who haven’t been up to the 
Grand Army’s headquarters should go up there. Comrade Bishop and Secretary 
Phinney have always made it so pleasant for me and I have always felt so much at 
home. While my wife has not met Comrade Bishop, and I don’t know that she 
has met Secretary Phinney, I have said so much about them that she listens, too. 
God bless the Commander-in-Chief, and thank you! (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Wormstead, I understand that you were 
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief in the Missouri Department. We would like to 
hear something from you. 

Comrade Wormstead: Commander-in-Chief, Commander Robinson, and Com- 
rades: Of course, I was the recipient of that honor when the National Encamp- 
ment met in Kansas City. I was the Department Commander, and in that office 
I had plenty to do about organizing that encampment. If anyone is anxious to 
have a cure for his other troubles, let him try it, too, and find out. However, there 
was nothing bad about it. 

We were in Washington at the time and Comrade Rassieur as Commander-in- 
Chief, I think he was then, met me in the corridor, and he said, ‘‘Well, sir, why 
don’t you send a wire to your Mayor and ask him to invite the encampment to 
come to Kansas City?” He said, ‘‘You never know when you throw a line whether 
you will catch a fish or not.”’ I said, ““Go on. You write the dispatch and I will 
send it.’ He did that, and I put it on the wire, and two hours from that time we 
had a splendid invitation from the Mayor to bring our encampment there. 

Lo and behold, Yost wasn’t in good favor with the Commercial Club, and all 
those fellows, and they swore they wouldn’t back him up in anything. If any 
committee tries to get an encampment they have to put up a promise that there is 
money enough in sight to put it through. It seemed as though we were up against 
everything that year. There was a bankers’ convention, and a big one, there was 
a Jewish convention, they were after $200,000 to build a college and, well, 
there was plenty of hard work in view, that is all. 

We made several appointments with the Commercial Club for a conference and 
they went back on them every time. Four or five times we got treated that way, 
and then we got hold of Senator Warner,—old Bill Warner, and he said, “We will 
go down there and see those fellows,’’ and we went down and they were in session, 
and the President came to the door. He was an elderly man, and he was very 
nervous and trembly. He was a good man in the wrong place. He said, ‘‘Well, 
Mr. Warner, I think we might give you ten dollars, at any rate.” Bill said, ‘“You 
may go to Halifax. We will go to the people with this thing.”” Then Joe showed 
up and he just made a magnificent speech, and after that little session was over 
there was a little committee of fifty appointed to put that thing through, and put 
it through in good shape. 

Well, a shadow of bad luck came over us, too, because if you remember, you 
people who were there, there was a great railway strike threatened and it looked 
like a sure thing, and many of the boys didn’t want to come to Kansas City and 
be marooned there. However, we got over that one the same as we did the rest. 
I put in about three solid months, night and day almost, and when it came to the 
convention days and the votes and election of officers, to my surprise Rassieur 
nominated me as the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. I accepted the honor and 
did as well as I could with it. 
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Commander-in-Chief, I give you my compliments on your speech. I wish I 
could have it in print so that I might read it again. I would know more about the 
Civil War, far more than I have gotten from any other word that has ever come 
into my hands. (Applause.) 

Comrade Lincoln: Boys, I have just asked the Commander-in-Chief—this is 
the second time I have heard it—if he will speak that whole thing over the radio 
tomorrow afternoon. It was scheduled on the radio today for two o’clock, and it 
is almost three, so we will have to let that go. I expect they are swearing and have 
been ever since. If we can put that speech over the radio tomorrow we will. 

Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe: Comrades, I will just say this,— 
when the matter was broached to me I said that I came here to talk to my comrades 
first, and if I have anything after that I will be glad to talk to others, but my first 
duty is to my comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Comrade Lincoln: Boys, if you will excuse us we will go up to the Women’s 
Relief Corps. 

Commander Robinson: Goodbye, Commander-in Chief, and good-bye, Com- 
rade Lincoln. 

(The Commander-in-Chief and Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief are es- 
corted from the room, amid applause, all standing.) 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, are there any committees ready to report? 

Senior Vice-Commander Bronson: Being chairman of the Council of Adminis- 
tration, I will have our Assistant Adjutant-General read off the names of those 
elected to become members of the Council of Administration. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: The members elected for the Council of 
Administration are as follows: 


GEORGE W. GREEN, 
Duptey L. Pace, 
HENRI BATCHELDER, 
LEONARD Boyp, 
PRINCE A. PHINNEY. 


Comrade Green: I take this opportunity to make a motion that we send a letter 
of sympathy to our Medical Director, Albert A. Nickerson, of Chelsea, who has 
been ill for some little time, and express our regret that he can not be with us on 
this occasion. 

Senior Vice-Commander Bronson: I second the motion. 

Commander Robinson: Adjutant-General, I want to instruct you to send a 
letter to Comrade Nickerson, expressing our sympathy and sorrow for his illness 
and the hope that he will soon recover. We want to see him with us once more. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander, your orders will be obeyed 
promptly. 

Commander Robinson: The next order of business is the election of delegates 
to the National Encampment. We have three delegates, three alternates, one 
delegate-at-large, and one alternate-at-large. Do any of you comrades here plan 
to go to the next encampment? They planned at one time to have it in Madison, 
Wisconsin, but I understand that they can not take care of us in Madison. There 
is only one hotel there and I understand it is not going to be held there. I don’t 
know where they are going to have the National Encampment. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: There has been no decision made as yet. 
The Commander-in-Chief states they have had invitations from two or three 
different places but have not reached a decision. It is still in abeyance. Probably 
within a week or two we will have notice from them and you will then have due 
notice and advice in regard to methods of transportation, and so forth. That has 
all been worked out practically, except the final destination. When that has been 
decided you will be notified promptly. 

You are not obliged to go, but if any of you contemplate going, even if you are 
not quite decided upon it, we can make out this list, so if you have the least in- 
tention of going to the encampment will you please indicate that? This is not 
compelling. It is merely a statement of your desire to go if, as and when you have 
the opportunity, have plenty of money and feel like going, but we do want those 
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names to put in the list. Hold your hands up, those who feel there is a possibility 


of going. 


Comrade Driscoll: I would like to go very much, but I know I could never have 
any pleasure in going because I can’t get around and I would find no comfort in it 
whatever. Somebody would have to take care of me, I couldn’t take care of myself, 


and that wouldn’t be very nice. 


Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: The following nominations are made: 


Delegates Alternates 
Post Post 
Dudley L. Page ; 2 42 Henri Batchelder. decks Maa 
Charles F. Staples. Eup iccithe Theodore E. Clark . . 1438 
Henry H. Byrne ’ . 145 Thos. A. Corson 5 
Prince A. Phinney. . 148 EK. George Biddle. i F864 
Commander Robinson: Comrades, you have heard the nominations. What is 


your pleasure? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: I move that they be accepted. 

Comrade Bornstein: I second the motion. 

Commander Robinson: A motion has been made by Comrade Bishop and 
seconded by Comrade Bornstein that this list of delegates to the National Encamp- 
ment be accepted. All in favor of that motion will manifest in the usual manner. 
Contrary minded? It is a vote. 

Chief-of-Staff Miles: Commander Robinson, on behalf of the aides and comrades 
of this Department I present to you this gift. Many of them have written to me 
saying they would be glad to be here today, but that they were unable to come. 

Commander Robinson: Bless your dear hearts! I thank you. I don’t know 
what is in it, but I can guess. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: I want you to be sure to hear this, Com- 
rades. It is a very important matter. Tomorrow at 1.30 in this hotel we serve a 
dinner, luncheon, banquet,—whatever you may term it, and wish every member 
to be present. You understand that this is an invitation from the Department to 
you. We have invited several noted people to be present, among others the Gover- 
nor, and I am quite sure that you will be more than satisfied if you come there and 
listen to what they have to say. 

Commander Robinson: A motion is in order to adjourn. 

Senior Vice-Commander Bronson: I move that we adjourn. 

Commander Robinson: All in favor of that motion will please manifest in the 
usual way. It isa vote. We are adjourned until 10 o’clock tomorrow morning. 

(End of first day of Seventy—First Encampment.) . 


SECOND DAY 


Horet BrapFrorp, Boston, Mass., Wednesday, April 14, 1937, at 10 a.m. 


Commander Robinson: The meeting will please come to order. This is an ad- 
journed meeting from yesterday. We meet in fraternity, charity and loyalty, and 
may all our hearts unite as one in sustaining the great object of our Association. 

Will the Officer of the day please ask Joseph B. Doyle to come in? 

(The Officer of the day returns with Mr. Doyle.) 

Commander Robinson: Joe, I have a package here that is for you. This is a 
gift from the Comrades of the Massachusetts Department in appreciation of the 
splendid work that you have done for them, and it gives me great pleasure to pre- 
sent to you this token of their appreciation. 

Mr. Doyle: Commander and Comrades of the Encampment, I thank you very 
much for this gift. It has been a very great pleasure to be with you, and I hope 
you have a very nice convention. Thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Is there any unfinished business? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop. I have to report that yesterday afternoon 
the Council of Administration had a meeting and at that meeting it was voted 





HELEN A. PHINNEY 
Department Secretary, G. A. R. 
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unanimously that Mrs. Helen A. Phinney, Department Secretary, be tendered a 
vacation so that she will have some opportunity for rest and regaining some of the 

strength she has put into the service, as, you well know, untiringly, constantly at 
everybody’s beck and call, and voluntarily. In recognition of that we feel that she 
should be granted a time of rest and recreation immediately after the closing of the 
meeting of the National Encampment. 

It was also voted that as a recognition of and in a way that might come to the 
eyes of the members of the Grand Army of Massachusetts and also others where 
our reports are distributed, that with her permission her picture will be placed on 
one page of our Journal. After twelve years, or more, of constant service and with 
very little recognition except personal recognition from the different members. 
Those votes were passed unanimously. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Phinney: Commander and Comrades, I have just heard the very nice 
report that our Adjutant-General has made, and I want to say to the comrades 
that I appreciate their thoughtfulness and kindness to me. I have given for the 
last twelve years the very best I had to give, and will continue to do so. I thank 
you very much. (Applause.) 

Officer-of-the-Day: Commander, the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union 
Veterans and staff are in waiting. 

Commander Robinson: I will appoint Comrades Green, Page, and Miles to 
retire and escort them in. 

(The delegation from the Sons of Union Veterans is escorted into the room and 
introduced to the Commander.) 

Commander Robinson: I am pleased to welcome you in the name of my com- 
rades and myself, to this our Seventy-First Annual Encampment. It is a great 
pleasure for me to greet you this morning. Comrades, will you please rise and 
salute these visitors? (Salutes.) 

I am going to ask William A. Dyer, Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, of Syracuse, New York, to speak to you. (Applause.) 

Commander-in-Chief Dyer: Commander, it is a very great honor and privilege 
to me to be here, especially while you are presiding over this meeting, and to meet 
the comrades of my own father, from Massachusetts, and to bring with the others 
from the Sons the greetings of the Sons to their own fathers and to you gentlemen 
personally. 

I claim especial interest in this particular encampment because I was born in 
Massachusetts and my father enlisted in the Civil War from Massachusetts. He 
enlisted immediately after the news of the firing on Fort Sumter, which was the 
12th of April, and on the 15th, Monday, he saw the news on the bulletin board. I 
never learned this until after his death. He went to his office in the American 
Linen Mills in the City of Fall River, where he was bookkeeper. He walked around 
restlessly and the superintendent said, “‘Why don’t you go to work, Dyer?” He 
said, ‘I can’t work.”’ The superintendent said, ‘““‘Why?” He said, ‘We are going 
to be in war. We have got to fight.’”’ The superintendent said, ‘‘Who is going to 
do it?” He said, “I am!” He shut up his books and went up street and enlisted,— 
the first volunteer. I have been very proud of that fact. 

I remember that my father used to go to the old G. A. R. Hall in Fall River when 
I was a little tot, once a week, and I had the privilege last February of going to 
that same hall and addressing the Sons of Union Veterans and a few of the Veterans 
who are still living in that town. 

It is more than a pleasure,—it is a privilege to stand before you gentlemen as a 
representative of our organization which you formed for the purpose of carrying on 
the work that you so wonderfully have done as citizens since the war. Someone has 
said that they did not know whether the men who served in the Civil War were 
greater soldiers or greater citizens. I think they were both. They guided the 
destinies of this country for years after the Civil War. They were the men who 
laid and made the policies of this country, and if we could only have them as they 
were then today we shouldn’t have some things happening that are happening 
today. (Applause.) I am telling you that we need this spirit. I am trying the 
best I know how in our organization to get the same spirit. We are loyal sons of 
loyal fathers, and it is time that we fought these battles of civic life, which are just 
as important to the welfare of this country as the work you did to preserve it in the 
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Civil War. We don’t want you to think that we take the work you did in those 
four years lightly. We realize what it was and realize that all the blessings we have 
came as a result of your services, and it is time we awakened to the fact that some 
of these things are going to be taken away from us if we don’t make our real fight, 
and fight as valiantly as you have to preserve this Union. 

It is a privilege and a pleasure to be here, and I am proud indeed to be here while 
you are in the chair, sir. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Thank you, Commander Dyer. Now, our next speaker 
will be Mr. Guy Richardson, Past Department Commander of the Sons of Union 
Veterans. 

Past Department Commander Richardson: My dear Commander Robinson and 
Comrades of the Massachusetts Department: I just want to tell you how happy I 
am to be here in your presence, and especially to come in the distinguished presence 
of our wonderful Commander-in-Chief, who, I want to tell you, is doing one of the 
most marvelous pieces of work for the Sons of Veterans that any man has ever 
done or attempted. 

I have had the pleasure of addressing your body in Fanueil Hall, when I had to 
raise my voice to make it carry way back to those back tiers there were so many of . 
you there. Those were the old days. What good times you used to have there, 
and now today here you are, just this intimate assembly. I come here only as a 
substitute, but there is no honor that our Department Commander could confer 
upon me preferable to that of the privilege of coming into your presence. 

I see this dear man, Commander Robinson, when I go over to Melrose because 
my wife happens to be a member of the Melrose Auxiliary, and I feel that he and 
my good friend, Comrade Green, my neighbor in Jamaica Plain, are just as close, 
and to speak truly, they are closer because of the situation of my own post, one of 
the two survivors being practically incapacitated for any work whatever. 

Now, it is really dangerous to turn me loose here. I know you have a lot to do 
and that there are a lot of committees to come. I can’t help but think that all of 
you will follow me in this, that when you rose this morning it dawned upon you, 
as it dawned upon me, that this was the 14th day of April, and did not your minds 
go back 72 years to that event we heard the poem written about, the shot that was 
heard ’round the world,—referring to the Revolution, but far more than that was 
heard the shot that assassinated Abraham Lincoln on the night of April 14, 1865. 

I just want to bring out one point in that connection, Comrades. There has 
within a month been issued a very large book, the title being, ‘‘Why was Abraham 
Lincoln Assassinated?” the burden of the book being that some reflection is cast 
upon Edwin M. Stanton as being possibly a silent accomplice to that dastardly 
undertaking. Now, I cannot believe that that man, with all of his faults, jealous 
as he may have been of Lincoln,—independent, arbitrary, and all that, would ever 
have had in his heart a real thought against Abraham Lincoln. How could it be, 
when assembled around that bed, in that little room on 10th Street in Washington, 
after the physician announced that the great immortal spirit had flown, it was none 
other than Edwin M. Stanton who spoke those words, the most memorable that 
have ever been uttered in regard to Abraham Lincoln, ‘‘Now he belongs to the 
ages.’ It is your glory, my comrades, that you were associated with this wonderful 
man. 

I know you will pardon me for being personal. I have a book here, written a 
little while ago, which I am going to give to your Commander with a great deal of 
affection, which tells something of what I think of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
It tells, too, when I began my work in the Sons of Veterans 22 years ago and went 
around as Department Commander and began to talk about Lincoln and about 
the Sons of Veterans, that the minute I mentioned the name of Abraham Lincoln, 
if there was a single comrade present I had an interested audience and his face 
would light up. I am not going to refer any more to that except to say that my 
father wrote home a letter to his parents in Vermont, for he was on duty long after 
the assassination and the end of the war, how badly the comrades felt when they 
heard Lincoln had died. You know how you gave vent to jubilation when you 
heard of Appomattox, and were stunned when two or three days later came the 
news of the death of that great leader. It will be your immortal glory, my com- 
rades, that you served under that great man. 
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Our Commander-in-Chief and we all wish you God-speed, and we wish we could 
take each one of you in our arms and embrace you, and tell you how much we love 
you. May God bless you and help you to carry on for many years yet. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: I want to thank you for this book. I will take it home 
and I know it will be a great comfort and pleasure for me to look it over and read 
it because I know there is a lot in that book that in all probability I am familiar 
with. I am one of the very few men alive who has ever seen Abraham Lincoln. I 
thank you, sir, for the book. Now, our next speaker will be William O. Fuller, 
Past Department-Commander of the Sons of Union Veterans. 

Past Department-Commander Fuller: Commander Robinson and Members of 
the Massachusetts Department of the Grand Army of the Republic: I realize that 
I am in a position this morning where I am following our own Commander-in-Chief, 
a man whose great, dynamic actions are felt by everyone who is privileged to hear 
him talk, whose works will be the talk of the Sons of Veterans ten years from now, 
probably more than any other Commander-in-Chief we have had. To follow him 
up and then to follow up an author and an orator like my good friend Guy here,— 
well, I am a good deal like that little jackass battery that you used in the Civil War. 
They first brought that out to see whether it could do anything or not, and if that 
wasn’t sufficient they brought out a real battery, only this morning the order has 
been reversed,—you have used your big batteries and are winding up with that 
little jackass battery. But I am more than pleased to be here, to bring you the 
greetings of the Massachusetts Department of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, and to tell you, as you well know, that there is not a member in that 
entire Department that would not do anything within his power to help in any 
way, shape or manner to make the rest of your days with us brighter, better, and 
happier. There isn’t one of us who wouldn’t go out of his way to take care of you, 
to do any little thing we could to help you carry on. Most of you here are personal 
friends of mine through a long term. My good comrade, Past Department Com- 
mander Bishop, my old pal and running mate,—I received from him many a lesson 
that was inspiring to me during that year, the memories of which will never leave me. 
As to Comrade Past Commander Green, I feel as if he and I were brothers because 
we have knocked around so much tog:ther. Although he is here in Boston and I 
am sixty miles down the line, I meet him almost on an average of once a week some- 
where. He bobs up almost as regularly as the Sons of Veterans around the com- 
munity. And all the rest of them,—they are just as much to me; I have known 
them all the years, I have met them in their different localities, and all I can say 
is, God-speed you! May you have the best that this world can give to you. I 
thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: The Sons are going to retire now and I will ask the 
same Committee to escort them out. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Before they depart, may I have a moment? 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Bishop, you may proceed. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: I wish to bring to the attention here— 
perhaps the majority of you are aware of it, but maybe some are not—that the 
Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts, through their Commander, applied to the 
Legislature to enable them to establish a route across Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, and clear through to the Pacific Coast, to 
be called the Grand Army of the Republic Highway. That was brought before 
the Legislature, it was passed by a very large vote, the Governor attached his sig- 
nature. A copy of the act and the quill that he used was presented to the Grand 
Army of Massachusetts and hangs on the walls of Room 27, State House. You 
can see it at any time. It was a very wonderful thing to establish that line clear 
across the Continent, from Cape Cod to the Pacific Ocean, in honor of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

Past Department-Commander Fuller: If I might just add a word to Comrade 
Bishop’s remarks, on the 16th of May the dedication of that highway, or a service 
in dedication, will be held in the city of New Bedford, on Sunday afternoon, May 
16. The plans are not yet complete, but we feel sure that everything will be all 
right for that particular day, and you will have notice of it just the minute we are 
absolutely sure. 


46 SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


Commander-in-Chief Dyer: It has been a benediction to meet you and to see 
you presiding here, Commander. 

Commander Robinson: Thank you, Commander Dyer. 

(The delegation from the Sons of Union Veterans retire.) 

Comrade Gay; Mr. Commander, while we have a moment’s lull, I would like 
to ask a question. I wonder if we are going to take any action concerning the 
meeting of the Confederates at Gettsyburg in ’38, and whether we are going to 
discuss that question of whether we are going or not, if we are alive. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: There has been no order passed and no 
specific action taken. There is a general understanding that the Grand Army of 
the Republic will not visit Gettysburg if the southern people that are going there 
carry their flag. (Applause.) 

Comrade Gay: I understood that point, but I didn’t know but possibly you 
might have some imfornation concerning that that we didn’t know anything about. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Nothing has been done. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Bishop, won’t you sing us a song? 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop. Anyone might infer that I am a jack-of-all- 
trades, and you might complete that by saying master of none. I am not a pro- | 
fessional singer, but if you will shut the door so that nobody else will hear me I 
will warble a verse or two of ‘‘Tenting Tonight’ just because of the memories it will 
bring you, not because of the song itself. It is said that the genesis of that song 
was from a man on guard in the wilderness during an engagement, and as one very 
dark night he was pacing back and forth he thought of those words, and they were 
finally put to music. That is supposed to be the genesis of that little bit of music. 
The music itself is not much, but the words you will appreciate. 

(Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop sings ‘‘Tenting Tonight,’ followed by 
applause.) 

Commander Robinson: The representative of the Governor has arrived and 
will be here in a few minutes. Comrade Green and Comrade Bishop, will you act 
as escort? 

ance ie ana Charles H. Cole is escorted in and presented to the Com- 
mander. 

Adjutant-General Charles H. Cole: Mr. Commander and Comrades of the 
Civil War, let me say this to you, that the Governor came down here to greet you 
personally. They showed him into the wrong room, and he went into the Sons of 
Union Veterans’ room, and of course he got in there and naturally he couldn't very 
well turn around and come out, so he had to make a little talk to them which he 
intended to make to you, and it was only because he had a very pressing engage- 
ment at the State House at 11.15 that he didn’t come here, even after he had made 
that talk. We went to three different places before we finally found your organi- 
zation. The people in the hotel didn’t know the names of their own rooms. First, 
they took us up to the third floor, and then down on the first floor, and finally we 
got here. It is very, very, unfortunate that the Governor didn’t get in here because 
he wanted to talk to you gentlemen personally. 

The Governor wished me to extend his personal greetings to you, and also the 
official greetings of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to this body, which 
represents not only yourselves but the great army that fought for the preservation 
of the Union from 1861 to 1865. Seventy-two years ago you and your comrades 
who have gone were returning to your homes and firesides as victorious young 
soldiers, full of vitality, full of strength, and your courage, your bravery, and your 
sacrifice made this a Union, one and indivisible,—no north, no south, no east, no 
west. You came back here and your great militant army performed one of the 
marvels of the world. It melted from an army of soldiers into the peace of this 
country, and although you had had a bitter struggle with your opponents for four 
years, yet you were so generous in your hearts that you retained nothing of hatred, 
nothing of envy, nothing of jealousy of your opponents during the war. You wel- 
comed them back into the fold of the Union with all the powers and duties of citi- 
zenship that you have, and by that magnanimous action on your part you have 
today a united country. 

I don’t think in the history of the world or in the history of any war there was 
ever such a generous, magnanimous act on the part of a victorious army over a 
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vanquished foe. You gentlemen here have that to your credit and to your con- 
science, that what you did, not only by winning the battles but by your generosity 
afterwards, helped to make this country what it is today. 

The Governor in his talk to your Sons said that he took great pleasure in signing 
recently the teachers’ oath because that was simply a matter of patriotic duty on 
his part, that there was no reason why the teachers of this State should not take 
an oath as well as you or I, as we did when we went into the service of our respective 
wars. (Applause.) 

He further said that the great and vast majority of the teachers of this State 
were fine, upstanding citizens, and that it was only because of the few of the teachers 
who are tinged with what we might call Communism that such an Act of the Legis- 
lature was necessary. 

Gentlemen, Communism is active and rampant throughout this United States 
of ours. I know because of the intelligence service connected with the Military 
Department. You and your Sons, the Veterans of the Spanish War, and the 
Veterans of the World War must unite and take the leadership in this fight against 
Communism so that the institutions of this country which are theirs by virtue of 
what you won in ’65, what the Spanish War won in 798, and what the World War 
won in 1918 will be preserved to our sons and grandsons, and those that come after. 
Thank you. 

Commander Robinson: I want to tell you how pleased I am that you have come 
here today. You have rendered us a great service and have given us a fine tribute. 
I thank you, in the name of myself and my comrades. 

(Adjutant-General Cole retires under escort.) 

Officer-of-the-Day: Commander, a delegation from the Ladies of the G. A. R. 
is at the outpost. 

Commander Robinson: Will Comrades Miles, Green, Streeter and Dodge pro- 
ceed to the outpost and escort in the Ladies of the G. A. R.? 

(The escort retires from the room and returns escorting the delegation from the 
Ladies of the G. A. R., who are presen-ed to the Commander.) 

Commander Robinson: I call on Mrs. Frances M. Kuhns, National President 
of the Ladies of the G. A. R., for some remarks. 

Mrs. Frances M. Kuhns: Commander of the Department of Massachusetts, 
Officers and Members of the Grand Army of the Republic: I am sure that this is 
indeed a great honor and privilege for me to extend to you the greetings from thirty- 
five thousand members to the members of the Grand Army of this United States 
of America. I am very happy indeed to have that privilege and honor. 

I am not going to take up your time because | know you are busy, but I do want 
to say how happy I am to meet you and to say to vou that the Ladies of the Grand 
Army of the Republic of Massachusetts are very happy indeed to present to you 
from their Department jthis little gift that you may cherish and enjoy, from the 
sisters and the members of our organization. 

Commander Robinson: I thank you. 

Mrs. Kuhns: I just want to say to the members of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public that are here this morning that I come from the same city and the same 
State as your National Commander-in-Chief, C. H. William Ruhe, and I know that 
you have a fine Commander-in-Chief. Then I just want to say to the comrades 
here that: 


“You may talk about your Masons, and Odd Fellows, and such 
And you may call them so fraternal as to fairly beat the Dutch, 
You may praise them, if you choose to, for their mystery rites and vows, 
But they can not hold a candle to you old Grand Army Boys.” 


(Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Mrs. Mollie R. Burt, Past Department President of 
the Ladies of the G. A. R. will now address us. 

Mrs. Mollie R. Burt: Comrade-Commander I bring the greetings of the Massa- 
chusetts Department Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic to you boys in 
blue, and as our National President has said, the Ladies of the Grand Army of the 
Republic are going to perpetuate the name. When you boys have passed on, the 
Grand Army of the Republic will still remain in the memory of everybody, as lon 
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as. the ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic live. I thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: We will now hear from Mrs. May 8. White, Past De- 
partment President. 

Mrs. May 8. White: Commander and Comrades I was very pleased to be able 
to meet with you this morning. I have never been to the Grand Army of the Re- 
public Convention before, and I am very proud to be here today. 

My father was a Grand Army man so, of course, I am very much interested in 
the Grand Army. I think you have quite a fine body and hope you are going to 
have a nice Convention. I suppose it is almost over now. It doesn’t take us long 
after we get here to get ready to go home. We enjoy the time but it is altogether 
too short. I am pleased to be with you today, and thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Now, Mrs. Theo. Redfern, National Registrar, will 
address the comrades. 

Mrs. Theo. Redfern: Commander, I am glad to come to your encampment. I 
came to your encampment last year, Comrades, and promised you faithfully that 
I would come this year. I mean to come just as long as there is one of you here, 
and I hope it will be a long, long time. I bring you greetings from the Comrades 
of Rhode Island. I went over to their encampment and there were just six of them ~ 
there. We have just sixteen in the State of Rhode Island, and six of them were 
able to come to the encampment. They were very smiling, happy boys when their 
Commander-in-Chief sat there with them. I bring you their greetings, and I bring 
you greetings from the Ladies of the Grand Army, and my own personal greetings. 
One more greeting is from Colonel Nason, who is generally here with you, from 
Maine. He asked me to be sure to remember him to every comrade in the Massa- 
chusetts Encampment. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Gay, will you respond, please, to these ladies? 

Comrade Gay: I want you to know that we are very happy to have you here 
today. I will say this,—that through your efforts and your loyalty, which you 
have shown all along the way, you have made the Grand Army of the Republic 
what it is today. I am sure we are very thankful to have you with us. 

Commander Robinson: Now, will the same Committee escort the ladies out? 

Mrs. Kuhns: I want to say goodbye, Commander, and to tell you that I am 
superintendent of a National Home, where I have seventy-one ladies under my 
care, Grand Army people. 

(The delegation is escorted from the room.) 

Officer-of-the-Day: | Commander, a delegation from the Sons of Veterans 
Auxiliary. 

Commander Robinson: Will the same Committee please act as escort to this 
delegation? 

(The delegation from the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary is escorted in and presented 
to the Commander.) 

Commander Robinson: I am so glad to see you ladies from my own city and 
own Auxiliary. You don’t know what a thrill it does give me. I am glad to see you, 
girls, and I want to call on Mrs. Margaret Anderson, Past National President, for 
a few words. 

Mrs. Margaret Anderson: Department-Commander Robinson,—my own father 
of my Post—when I say ‘‘my father’, he is my adopted father because he belongs 
to my Post in Melrose, and I am very, very happy indeed to be able to boast of it. 

Department-Commander Robinson, our Department President asked me to 
come to you today and to tell you that she has been so happy this year in her work 
because of the joy of serving with you as Department Commander. She told me 
to tell you how much she loved you, how much you meant to her, and she hoped 
she meant just a little wee bit to you. I said, ‘““Now, Ada. Do you want me to tell 
him that?” She said, ‘‘Yes.”’ I said, ‘“Would you like to have me kiss him?” 
And she said, ‘‘Yes, kiss him on both cheeks and give him a hug.’”’ Now, I gave you 
one kiss, the one I gave you for myself when I came in. Whether or not I should 
really give you those two kisses and the hug I don’t know. Maybe the comrades 
would think that that was a little too much, but I want to say to you, Comrades, 
that he deserves that and more. 

Commander Gay: Please give our Commander two kisses. 

Mrs. Anderson: I will give him a dozen, but I am going to give him those two 
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ina minute. But before kissing him for my Department President, before carrying 
out her orders, as of course I shall, I want to present this gift, which is from the 
Massachusetts Department Auxiliary to the Sons of the Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, and with it goes their affection, their respect, and their love. 

Now, I could stand and talk to you all day— 

Commander Robinson: And I could listen to you, too. 

Mrs. Anderson: —and I could try to say some lovely things to you, but what 
would it mean, any more than what I am going to say to you, and that is this,— 
you, our fathers, mean so much to us, and as fathers I want to say to you that “F”’ 
is for the faith we have in you, “A” is for the Army of you dear old boys in blue, 
‘“‘T” is for the tears you have shed to save us, ‘“‘H”’ is for your heart of pure gold, 
“”’ is for every thought you gave us, “R” is right, and right you will always be, 
and put them all together and they spell “Father”. That is exactly what you 
mean to me. 

Now, if you will accept this in behalf of our Department I shall be very happy, 
and I hope for you that after your encampment you may go home and enjoy the 
sunshine and enjoy a lovely rest and look back in the pages of your memory book, 
and may it bring to you the happiest hours of your life. May your health be better 
than it has ever been before, and if all our prayers are heard, if God will listen to us, 
it surely will be. Now, I will give you the kisses and the hug. 

Comrade Gay: Oh, ‘dear, I wish I was the Commander. 

Commander Robinson: I have known her so long and she is such a beautiful 
woman. My eyes are so filled with tears I can not breathe. Mrs. Elizabeth Haven 
will now address us. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Haven, Chief-of-Staff: Commander Robinson, and Comrades 
of the Grand Army: This is my third visit to your encampment, and I was so | 
pleased when Sister Ada Ewell asked me to be on this Committee. 

I would like to say that my own dad was one of the boys. He went from New 
Jersey and he served under General Hooker as did my grandfather and my father’s 
two brothers. I feel very proud of the fact that I am a daughter and a grand- 
daughter of the boys who served in the Civil War. 

Comrade Robinson, I am so glad to see you out today. When Sister Ewell and 
I visited you a few weeks ago, you said you were coming, and when we got out we 
just said to one another, ‘‘Well, Comrade Robinson certainly has good courage, 
and we sincerely hope that he will be able to attend his encampment.” It would 
be a very sad encampment if we couldn’t have you and the rest of our comrades 
of the Grand Army with us. 

I am not a Past National President, but I am just an ordinary member. I do 
enjoy meeting the comrades and I am pleased to be here today. I know that you 
are having a splendid encampment and are very busy, and I will not take any more 
time. I am so glad to see that you are with us, Commander, and when you get 
home we will have another little chat. 

Commander Robinson: We will now hear from Miss Mollie Peasley of Auxiliary 
44 of Westfield. 

Miss Mollie Peasley: Commander Robinson and members of the Grand Army: 
This is my first visit to the encampment of the Grand Army and it certainly was a 
great pleasure to me when my Department President asked me to come on this 
Greetings Committee. I have often thought it would be just wonderful to come 
when you were at Faneuil Hall, but I never happened to be put on that committee. 
I just wish for you all the luck there is. We all love you and if there is anything 
we can do we are always glad to do it. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Thank you. Now, this committee will retire with the 
ladies. 

Officer-of-the-Day: A delegation from the Women’s Relief Corps is in waiting, 
Commander. 

Commander Robinson: I appoint the same committee to act as escort for this 
delegation. 

(The delegation from the Women’s Relief Corps is escorted in and presented to 
the Commander.) 

Commander Robinson: I am going to ask Mrs. Elizabeth M. Blake, Depart- 
ment President, if she will speak to us. (Applause.) 
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Mrs. Elizabeth M. Blake: My Commander and all Comrades: I can not tell 
you what a pleasure it is for me to come here this morning with the greetings of the 
Department of Massachusetts Women’s Relief Corps. We have worked for fifty- 
eight years for you, it has been a pleasure through those fifty-eight years to serve 
you, and we intend to serve you always. We will serve you while living and we 
will serve you after you are gone. We intend to keep the name of the Grand Army 
before the people. I have been able to get a lot of publicity this year through the 
papers and over the radio so that the people may not forget that there is an organ- 
ization, the Women’s Relief Corps, that is auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic. This morning, Commander, I bring to you my report to the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and in it is a little gift for your department. 

(The report as presented by the President of the Woman’s Relief Corps is as 
follows: 


“REPORT OF DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT TO DEPARTMENT COMMANDER, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
Boston, April 13, 1937. 


Mr. Cuartes L. Rosinson, Commander, Department of Massachusetts Grand - 
Army of the Republic: 


DEAR SIR: 
“T herewith submit to you the following epee: 
Number of members January, 1937 ; 2 ? 6,909 
Number of Corps January, 1937 : 4 ; : 142 
Expended from Department Special Funds 
Department Relief Fund , ; . $751.00 
Emergency Fund . 446.75 
Southern Memorial Fund : 173.00 
Governor John A. Andrew Home . , ! 103.32 
Special Fund (Thanksgiving and Christmas) . 502.78 
Patriotic Fund ‘ 211.70 
Amount turned over to Posts of the G. A. R. by Corps not including rent 431.19 
Estimated value of Relief other than money by Local Corps 253.00 
Amount on Hand in Department Funds 
Department Relief Fund ; , ; . $315.85 
Department Emergency Fund ; , 458.38 
Southern Memorial ; 89.00 
Patriotic Fund ; , k ; : : ‘ ; ' 211.70 
Special Fund : 600.45 
Department General Fund. : ; eh: MULLS OO 
Total } ; é ‘ . $2,793.38 


Resse? submitted in F., C. and L. 
(Signed) ExizaBpeta M. Buaxs, Department President.’’) 


Mrs. Blake: And, Commander, I have here a little gift, a personal gift to you. 

Commander Robinson: I thank you very much. 

Mrs. Blake: I am sorry that our Commander has not been able to run around 
with me this year, but as I have traveled 19,000 miles during the year in this work, 
I fear it might have been a little tiring for him if he had attempted to follow me. 
I extend to all greetings. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Blake: Every time I write a letter I have to write a postcript, so I want 
to add a little postcript this morning to my address. I want to say that Mrs. 
Phinney has been just a dear to me all this year. I feel that she has always been 
my friend and now I am very sure of it, and I love you, Mrs. Phinney. 

Mrs. Phinney: Thank you, Mrs. Blake. 

Commander Robinson: We will now hear from Mrs. Ida Baker, National 
President. 

Mrs. Ida Baker: Commander and Comrades of my father: I am happy to 
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stand in your presence this morning, representing 100,000 loyal women who belong 
to the Women’s Relief Corps, your auxiliary. We have been working for you and 
with you for more than 54 years, and we are pledging to you continued work to 
make perpetual the principles that you established. We are happy in our service 
for the Grand Army of the Republic. I will close with this tribute: 
“To us you are ever young and fair, as when you marched away, 

The principles you fought for then are just as dear today. 

Oh, honored men of ’61, aye, ended is your day, 

But the history you carved will live in memory for aye.” 

And we will help to keep that memory green. Thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Mrs. Gertrude Fisher, Department Chaplain, will 
address us. 

Mrs. Gertrude Fisher: Honored and respected Commander: I have belonged 
to the Women’s Relief Corps for thirty years, and I don’t think I ever had a more 
happy occasion than this. To think I could come here today as a member of this 
committee, and in the presence of our National President and also our Department 
President, and the third reason is that I come to you as a daughter of a veteran and 
a niece of six uncles, so you see I know and have always loved and respected, and 
been brought up on the Civil War stories and history. I hope you will have a 
splendid Convention, and may God bless you all, and may we meet here next year. 
(Applause. ) 

Commander Robinson: J thank you. Now, the same committee will escort the 
ladies out. 

(The delegation retires under escort.) 

Officer-of-the-Day. A delegation from the Daughters of the Union Veterans of 
the Civil War is waiting to be received. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Bronson, Bishop and Batchelder, will you 
join the committee to receive the delegates? 

(The ee is escorted in by the committee and presented to the Com- 
mander. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, the first member of this delegation to ad- 
dress us is Mrs. Anita C. Warren, Past Department President. 

Mrs. Anita C. Warren: Department Commander, Honored Guests and Mem- 
bers of the Massachusetts Department of the Grand Army: I could not be formal 
if I tried when I am talking to my own Commander-Father,—Commander 
Robinson. He and J are very close. I am the first president of the Tent in Melrose, 
where he is our Commander now. We have watched him in his progress until he 
has reached this highest honor that the State can give. I think not only in the 
Grand Army but in any office in the State there is none higher than this of Com- 
mander. I will borrow a little illustration from the time of the World War. You 
remember our President tried his best to keep this country out of war. We had 
learned to abhor war from what we knew of our fathers in the Civil War. No one 
abhors it more than you men who experienced it. I notice as I visit the schools 
and the different comrades speak, they do not try to stir the children up to be 
soldiers, they want to stir them up to be peace citizens. At the time of the World 
War, when the senate and the House were voting on whether or not we should go 
into the World War, the roll was finally called in the Senate. Although the vote 
was almost overwhelmingly that we must go into war in order to sustain the Presi- 
dent, when the name of the one woman in the Senate was called, Janet Rankin 
stood, and said with a sob, ‘I want to stand by my president; I want to stand by 
my country; but I have got to vote ‘No’.” It is a wonderful example for us to 
take the stand that we will vote No if there is going to be another war. The ex- 
ample you men are leaving to us is to abhor war. We don’t want any more war, 
and we mean as we carry on in the school work and in the example of our own lives 
to work and pray for the day when the nation shall war no more. 

Commander Robinson, the Department—Well, they just know you have bou- 
quets and, of course, you have a lot of money, and you have candy, but you do 
smoke in that room of yours up there, you have a wonderful time with the pipe 
and cigars, and these are the kind that do not spoil, so just put them away. There 
is a card here for you to show your callers. I brought him into Boston and helped 
him buy this new uniform because we wanted him all dressed up. We do lots of 
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things together, and I know when he has his host of callers he is going to keep this 
card and show it off to them all, and those grandchildren and great grandchildren 
some day are going to cherish it. 

I bring you the greetings of our Department and bring you the regrets of those 
who could not come. They are all envious of this committee that could come. 

Commander Robinson: Our next speaker will be Mrs. Adelle Coman Murphy, 
National President. 

Mrs. Adelle Coman Murphy: Department Commander Robinson and Comrades 
of the Grand Army of the Republic: It gives me great pleasure to come in this 
morning and to see so many of you comrades. This is only the third department 
convention I have visited, but you have had so many more. You are lucky in 
Massachusetts. Yesterday morning in our department president’s report she said 
how glad she was to have served while we had so many of the comrades living be- 
cause you were our inspiration and guidance. We need you for many, many years 
yet, so hang on because we can’t just get along without you. To our comrades, 
to our fathers, we offer a tribute of gratitude, for they gave the best they had in 
the greatest crisis the world has ever faced, and ever since you have taught us 
patriotism. We, the Daughters of your Comrades, will tell your story again and | 
again until the end of time,—every man who wears the bronze button. While I 
look at your bronze buttons and look at your face, yet I see my father’s face in 
yours. I see one who has hair like my father’s, I see another who has eyes like my 
father’s, and I am so happy that I have this privilege to serve while I have you for 
an inspiration. I will appreciate your prayers that I may continue to carry on as 
my father and as you would have me. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Mrs. Tomfohrde, Past Department President, we would 
like to hear from you. 

Mrs. Betsey L. 8S. Tomfohrde: I don’t know just what I want to say. At least, 
I know what I want to say, but don’t know quite how to say it. I was secretary 
of my Post in Somerville for seven years. On every one of those seven years my 
comrades who sat with you would come home and say, ‘Betsey, why didn’t you 
come to see us?”’ And I would say, ‘‘Fathers, I couldn’t go unless I was sent,” 
and I was never sent, so I waited eleven years for this privilege. I was dismissed 
three years ago. It is a very great happiness to me to come to you. I have looked 
forward to it, as I say, for all these years. Now no member of Post 139 is with you, 
but there are many of you that I have learned to know well and to love almost as 
well as if you were my own father. I can only say that you mean so very much to 
us fe with our National President I say, hold on just as long as you can. (Ap- 
plause. 

Commander Robinson: Thank you. Mrs. Florence Gookin, Department Patri- 
otic Instructor, will speak to us. 

Mrs. Florence Gookin: Commander Robinson, and Comrades all: It is quite 
a privilege for me to come before you today. This is the first time that I have been 
privileged to meet with you, and I am really happy to find so many of you here 
today. Commander Robinson, in behalf of the Massachusetts Department Daugh- 
ters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I want to present this little gift to the 
Department with our love and esteem, and may God bless all of you. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: I thank you. I am going to call on one I have known 
ever since childhood, Miss Nellie Dempsey of Melrose. 

Miss Nellie Dempsey: Department Commander, and dear Comrades: I can’t 
tell you what it means to me to be here today. It has filled me with so much 
emotion that I can’t express it as I want to. It is a double honor to be here today. 
It is a great honor to be here, and a great privilege to come with this committee on 
greetings and help to bring the love and greetings of all the daughters of Massa- 
chusetts to you dear veterans. It is a double honor to me because my own Com- 
mander of my Post, the U. 8. Grant Post No. 4 of Melrose is your Department 
Commander. I can’t tell you, really, how much we Daughters of Veterans appre- 
ciate you boys in blue, and as I see you my heart is always filled and these are my 
thoughts,—every time I see a Grand Army man I always think that we owe every- 
thing to you, everything we are and everything we hope to be. We know if it were 
not for you dear comrades, for your sacrifices that you made in ’61 to ’65 we would 
not be here today. If you had not kept the North and the South together, we would 
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not enjoy this beautiful, most powerful nation of the world, the Unites States, and 
we would not have this one dear flag that we have now. God bless you all, and 
thank you very much. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson, Tent 37 of Melrose wishes me to present this little token 
of their affection and love for you, and we hope you will enjoy it very much. I 
give you this with my very best wishes and I know you will enjoy it. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: I have the pleasure of presenting Miss Frances Bronson 
of Tent 84, of Dedham, our Commander Elect Bronson’s daughter. 

Miss Frances Bronson: Commander Robinson, our National President, and 
Dad: I am so happy to be here today. I know that Dad will have a wonderful year 
and I will help him just as much as I can. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Mrs. Bronson, I understand, is in the room. Will you 
please stand up, Mrs. Bronson, and let us greet you? 

(Mrs. Bronson rises and three cheers and a tiger are given in her honor.) 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Before the Ladies retire I think it would 
be of interest if I announce that I hold in my hand a small document from the 
Department of Union Veterans Daughters, signed by Sadie B. Wilcox and good 
for $100. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Mrs. Anita Warren, I want you to take home to your 
Tent my thanks and my appreciation of your kindness in what you have done for 
me. I shall never forget it as long as I live. 

Mrs. Warren: Thank you, Commander. I will take the thanks to the Tent, 
and I will take the greetings of the Convention as I know that you all want to send 
them. 

Commander Robinson: Yes. 

Mrs. Warren: I shall tell them just what a wonderful gathering you had. As 
you retire from your year I know that the Daughters of Massachusetts are going 
to stand by the incoming Commander just as loyally. You know, away back in 
our childhood we used to read that little book ‘‘Lord Fauntleroy” and he used to 
lead his grandfather and say, “‘Grandpa, lean on me,” and that is what we want the 
Grand Army to do with its daughters, is to lean on us. 

Comrade Green: Comrades, I make a motion that before this delegation retires 
that we give the Daughters of Veterans three cheers. 

(The Comrades respond and three cheers and a tiger are given, after which the 
delegation retires under escort.) 

Officer-of-the-Day: A delegation from the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 
is in waiting. 

Commander Robinson: I will appoint Comrade Green and Comrade Miles to 
act as escort for the delegation. 

(The delegation is escorted into the room and presented to the Commander.) 

Commander Robinson: Mrs. Gertrude MacDonald, Department President, 
we would like to hear from you. 

Mrs. Gertrude MacDonald: Comrade-Commander Robinson and all my Com- 
rades: I feel that I can call you all my comrades because I happen to be a grand- 
daughter of two comrades of the Civil War. It is indeed a very happy privilege 
to be able to come in to your encampment. Even though I just said I am a grand- 
daughter of two comrades of the Civil War, I should be ashamed to say that this 
is the first opportunity I have ever had to come into your encampment to say a 
word to you, but I am happy to be here. I know that you must be busy and are 
perhaps getting a little tired, and as the day is getting along I am not going to take 
up any of your time. I know that Commander Robinson has a lot of work to do. 
I want to congratulate you on your encampment and the achievements you are 
making, and I want to wish for the incoming officers every success for the coming 
year. I would like to pass a word of encouragement along to your Department 
Senior Vice-Commander Elect, Comrade Stoddard, who happens to be a comrade 
of my Post, Post 11, in Charlestown. To you, Commander Robinson, from the 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars we present this gift and we hope 
your health will continue so that you may carry on. 

Commander Robinson: Thank you. I hope that I shall live to smoke them all. 
We shall now hear from Mrs. Bessie Hanken, Past National President. 

Mrs. Bessie Hanken: Commander Robinson and Comrades, I will only take a 
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minute of your time and just tell you how happy I am to be able to come down 
and say “‘Hello’”’ to you. In 1924, as I told the gentleman outside, there were so 
many men in Faneuil Hall when I went to bring the first greetings of the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars I just had the thrill of my life, and your 
National Commander-in-Chief at that time thought I made such a nice talk that 
he kissed me. I have always remembered what a great tribute I thought it was at 
that time, to be praised by the Commander of the Grand Army. I hope you will 
live many years to perpetuate the patriotism that you taught to us as children. 

Commander Robinson: Now this same committee will retire with these ladies. 

(The delegation is escorted from the room.) 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: G. W. McGray, Commander Post 6, 
National Association of Naval Veterans sends greetings and best wishes from his 
Post in Somerville. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, I will call a recess for half an hour, say, 
because the Commander-in-Chief is going to visit us and I know you all want to 
see and hear him. I would like to have you all come back if you can. We are going 
to have the banquet right on this floor, so all come back. You will want something 
to eat. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop. Please take note that you are invited to 
come to the banquet as guests. 

(Recess 12.10 to 12.40.) 


12.45 P.M. 

Commander Robinson: The meeting will now come to order. 

Officer-of-the-Day: The Commander-in-Chief is in waiting. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Bishop and Comrade Bronson, will you go 
out and escort the Commander-in-Chief in? 

(The Committee returns escorting Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe 
and Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Edwin H. Lincoln.) 

Commander Robinson: I am pleased to meet you once more. Will you please 
be seated here, Commander, and Comrade Lincoln? Commander-in-Chief, we are 
all through{with our Convention with the exception of the installation of our officers. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: We must get through the installation very quickly 
because the National Encampment has set the precedent of having a short message 
delivered. 

Commander Robinson: Comrade Bronson is Commander-Elect. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: Then I will have to take command. 

Comrades, at the request of your Department Commander IJ take command of 
this Department at present for the purpose of installing the officers-elect. Officer 
of the Day? 

Officer-of-the-Day: Commander! 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: You will present to me the Department Com- 
mander-Elect. 

Officer-of-the-Day: I present Comrade Bronson. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: Comrade Bronson, you have been chosen by your 
comrades as the next Department Commander of the Department of Massachu- 
setts Grand Army of the Republic. Their choice evinces the confidence that they 
place in you and for that reason they have placed you at the head of this organiza- 
tion. Our installation will proceed upon the short method of which we have the 
precedent established by the National Encampment of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. You will raise your right hand, pronounce your name and repeat 
after me: 

“TY, John E. Bronson, upon my word of honor as a man and a comrade of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, do solemnly and sincerely promise to faith- 
fully and impartially fulfill all the duties of the office upon which I am about 
to enter.” 

I now declare you duly installed as the Department Commander of the Depart- 
ment of Massachusetts Grand Army of the Republic. Commander, whom do you 
appoint as your Adjutant or, if the two offices are consolidated, as Adjutant and 
Quarter-Master? 

Commander Bronson: They are. I will appoint Comrade Bishop. 
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Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: Officer-of-the-Day, you will present all the officers- 


elect as the Secretary reads off their names, beginning with the Senior Vice-Com- 
mander. 


Senior Vice-Commander, JosePH 8. STODDARD. 
Junior Vice-Commander, CHARLES A. MILEs. 
Medical Director, A. A. NICKERSON. 

Chaplain, E. GEORGE BIDDLE. 


CouNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION: 


GEORGE W. GREEN, 
HENRI BATCHELDER, 
Dup.ey L. Paces, 
LronarD Boyp, 
PRINCE A. PHINNEY. 


OFFICIAL STAFF: 


Assistant Adjutant-General and Assistant Quarter-Master General, FREDERICK H. 
BISHOP. 

J udge-Advocate, W1LLIAM H. WORMSTEAD. 

Inspector, GILBERT STREETER. 

Chief Mustering Officer, Witt1aM IF. Dopce. 

Patriotic Instructor, DENNIS DRISCOLL. 

Chief of Staff, H1raAmM 8. FAuNCE. 


' Officer-of-the-Day: I present the officers-elect for installation. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: Comrades, you have been elected and appointed 
to the various offices of the Department of Massachusetts Grand Army of the 
Republic. Your election and appointment evinces the confidence that your com- 
rades have placed in you and there is no question about it, their confidence has 
been well placed, and I feel and know that you will give a good account of your 
stewardship. You will raise your right hands, pronounce your name, and repeat 
after me: 


“T, upon my honor as a man and a comrade of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public, do solemnly promise that I will faithfully and impartially perform all 
the duties of the office upon which I am about to enter.” 


I pronounce you comrades duly installed to the offices to which you have been 
elected and appointed, and I wish for you a very happy stewardship of the affairs 
of the Department of Massachusetts. 

Assistant Adjutant-General and Assistant Quarter-Master General, have you 
any appointment as secretary to name? It is customary to name this appointment 
and for the Department Commander to confirm it. That is the rule under the 
circumstances. There will be no installation but it must be confirmed by the 
Commander-Elect. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: It will be a duplication. We have appointed 
Mrs. Helen A. Phinney. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: Do you confirm that, Commander? 

Commander Bronson: I do. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: That will be made a record of and the appointment 
stands. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: I now declare the officers duly installed, and the 
officer of the day will conduct them to their respective stations. Comrades, I have 
the pleasure of introducing to you the Department Commander-Elect of the De- 
partment of Massachusetts Grand Army of the Republic, and Commander, I place 
in your hand this instrument of your authority as Commander of this Department 
and I wish you well. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: Comrade Installing Officer and Comrades of the Depart- 
ment of Massachusetts: This is an honor to which I certainly never expected to 
attain. I never have asked for an office, but as you have elected me to this im- 
portant office I shall endeavor, to the utmost of my ability, to carry forward the 
work of our Department, perhaps not as well as my preceding commanders but I 
will do as well as I can, and they say that angels can do no more. 
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I was thinking as I sat here of our worthy secretary. It came into my mind that 
her initials are H. A. P. and I want to add two more letters ‘‘P. Y.”’ because she has 
made all our hearts happy, and the love that we have for our secretary will be ex- 
ceeded by none. She has done an efficient work for the past twelve years and I am 
sure she must keep her position in the years to come. 

I thank you again for the great honor bestowed upon me and I know that the 
officers and members will assist me in every way they can possibly as I proceed in 
my feeble way to conduct the business of the Department. 

Is there any further business to come before this Convention? I think the busi- 
ness has been well taken care of, and now perhaps our Commander-in-Chief would 
like to help us along a little with our work by saying a few words. (Applause.) 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: Well, Comrades, I had my say yesterday to you 
and I have been doing a great deal of talking ever since, but I want to say that this 
Department has appointed an estimable comrade to take care of me and to see 
that I reached the various points to which my duties called me. I want to assure 
you, the comrades of this Department, that Comrade Lincoln has been almost 
overzealous in his efforts to look after my comfort and welfare, and to his efforts I 
am largely indebted for the large amount of work I have been enabled to do and | 
the many visits that I have been able to make to the various organizations of this 
Department Encampment. It is matters of this kind that interest me at the present 
time, and this occasion certainly has interested me. I have seen in the various 
meetings a most enthusiastic department encampment, a very zealous effort upon 
the part of the various presiding officers and members to make a generous welcome 
to every visitor that has come here, and many of them, in fact all of them, have 
made an effort to show all due hospitality to the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

I was more than pleased in every instance in the New England States to meet 
some of my comrades. There were not many in some instances, but there were 
some at all times, and you as well as I know that comradeship formed under the 
dangers of 72 years or more ago is one of the lasting memories that stay in our 
hearts. 

Comrades, I congratulate you upon your organization, upon your officers, and 
I personally want to, from what I have heard, congratulate your secretary for the 
confidence you have placed in her after a service of twelve years. It is gratifying 
at all times to find that amongst our ranks, both comrades, sons, and women of all 
associations, we have such representatives whose service endears them to the mem- 
bership of the various organizations and without hesitancy they are only too glad 
to continue them in the duties that they have so faithfully performed. I thank you. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: Comrades, we have present with us a Civil War veteran 
from that grand old State of Vermont. Comrade Hanson, we would like to hear 
from you. Will you step right forward here and say a few words to us? 

Comrade Hanson: Commander and Comrades: I thank you for the invitation 
to be here and to speak before this audience, although it has been my business to 
talk before an audience for 72 years and I have done nothing else, only work. But 
it isn’t this kind of speaking, it has been in a different way, it has been in the 
auction business and, therefore, my lungs are good yet. I am feeling very fine for 
a boy who was 90 years old the other day. I presume I will average with the boys 
in blue here today who go from 88 up. I thank you again for being asked to your 
encampment. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: Is there any further business to come before the meeting? 
If not, it is in order for someone to move that we close. 

Comrade Page: I move that we now adjourn. 

Comrade Stoddard: I second the motion. 

Commander Bronson: It has been moved and seconded that we adjourn. 
Those in favor of this motion manifest it by raising their hand; contrary minded? 
It isa vote. For the next fifteen minutes you can adjourn into the adjoining room 
and smoke. After that we are invited to a banquet given in honor of our Com- 
mander. 

(The meeting is adjourned to 1.30 P.M.) 
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UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 


The annual banquet was served in the Oval room of the Hotel Bradford on 
Wednesday, April 14, at 1.30 o’clock. The banquet was attended by about 25 
comrades who at the close of the banquet listened to the addresses made by guests 
and comrades. 

Prayer was offered by Chaplain E. George Biddle. 

At the conclusion of the banquet the gathering was called to order. 

Commander Robinson: Comrades and friends, as Senator Holmes is obliged to 
leave early he will say something to us now. I present to you Honorable Newland 
H. Holmes. 

Honorable Newland H. Holmes: Commander-in-Chief, Comrades and guests: 
I am sorry to have to tear myself away but there is a small bill before the Senate 
now, a matter of a few seventy millions or so that I think requires my attention. 
I just want to say that Iam very happy to report, as you all know, that his Excellency 
the Governor was very kind in signing the bill whereby the Grand Army of the 
Republic Highway is now an established fact and will be dedicated, I believe, on 
the 23rd of next month. I hope that all of you can be there on that occasion and I 
am sure that you will be pleased with the marker that has been chosen. It is very 
beautiful, very beautiful, indeed, and quite elaborate, but not too elaborate, showing 
the insignia of the Grand Army, and beautifully marked ‘‘Grand Army of the 
Republic Highway.”’ 

I can not sit down without stating that Brother William Anderson has been un- 
tiring in his efforts to bring to a successful conclusion this highway and I hope that 
he has the same success in going through the other States, and to my mind it won’t 
be complete until it goes from the East Coast to the West Coast. I hope to live to 
see the day that that is accomplished. 

Thank you, Commander-in-Chief, for the privilege of meeting with you, and I 
assure the new Commander, as I have been pleased to assure the retiring Comman- 
der, that if in any small way I may be of service it is a great pleasure to me to serve. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, we have a representative here of the Gov- 
ernor,—the Governor not being able to be here. I want to present Francis M. 
McKeown, Assistant Secretary to the Governor and former Senator. 

Mr. Francis M. McKeown: Commander-in-Chief, his Honor, the Mayor, 
Members of the Grand Army of the Republic, and Ladies and Gentlemen: I wish 
to extend, in behalf of His Excellency, the Governor, his greetings and that of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. He asked me to come here today to represent 
him in this capacity and to convey to you his well wishes. He is indeed happy, as 
well as all of us are happy, to welcome so many stalwart young men of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. I am happy myself today and I consider it a personal 
privilege and honor to be a member of the American Legion, to help to bring down 
to this date that history of our country which partially started with Chickamauga 
and Appomattox, down to St. Mihiel and Chateau-Thierry, and I think that in 
the more recent months His Excellency, the Governor, has given to the American 
people a decidedly forward step in the way of patriotic thinking and in the way of 
an endeavor that will impress upon their minds that the flag of the United States 
of America is something which everybody can feel proud to salute. When he 
vetoed the so-called bill to repeal the teachers’ oath bill he gave back to the Ameri- 
can people their sense of obligation to the Constitution of the United States and 
to that great American flag. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Comrades, we have the privilege of listening to his 
Pc auainae Mayor, Frederick W. Mansfield, who is a Spanish War Veteran. (Ap- 
plause. 

Hon. Frederick W. Mansfield: Mr. Commander-in-Chief, invited guests, mem- 
bers of the Grand Army of the Republic, and ladies: You know it is the fashion 
for mayors and public men when they attend dinners, luncheons and meetings in 
different parts of the city and state to say that they are very happy to be present 
and to make a felicitous speech. It is almost a commonplace to say that, and it is 
kind of a routine matter, but there are several dinners that a Mayor may attend in 
the course of a year, and luncheons and meetings of various kinds, where those 
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words are said sincerely and it is not merely a phrase that comes from the lips with- 
out thinking. This is one of those occasions. When I say that I am very happy 
to be here it is not mere lip service and it is not merely repeating patter that we 
unconsciously express everywhere at meetings. 

I am very happy, indeed, to be here,—not only glad and happy but I feel highly 
honored to be able, as Mayor of the city of Boston, to meet this last remnant of 
our Grand Army of the Republic. What a great title that is! 

I am a veteran, not much of a one, in probably the smallest war we ever had,— 
the Spanish War, looked upon, of course, as insignificant by a great many people, 
but we who took part in it think it was quite important. Then we know about the 
American Legion. That is a great name, too, but there is no name that ever can 
take the place of the Grand Army of the Republic. What a resounding title it is - 
and what it means,—the Grand Army of the Republic! The only other Army with 
a title that came anywhere near stirring the heart as this title does was Napoleon’s 
Grand Army. 

I feel very humble and very thoughtful when I come amongst men like you and 
know the privations that you suffered in that long and terrible war. I see men 
here—I suppose the youngest can not be much less than 85, and probably the 
average age of the Grand Army now would be over ninety somewhere. The average 
age of the Spanish War Veteran I think is about sixty-three, isn’t it, Richard? 

Commissioner Flynn: Yes, it is. 

Mayor Mansfield: And the Spanish War followed after the American War 
about thirty-seven years, so that by arithmetical computation, if the average age 
of the Spanish War Veteran is sixty-three, your average age would be one-hundred, 
—thirty-seven added to sixty-three. And why is it that your average age is not 
up around 100 if the Spanish War veterans average age is around 63? Well, the 
reason is this,—in the Spanish War, yes, and in the World War, boys were not 
allowed to enlist and I suppose the youngest boy that got into the Spanish War or 
the World War was around eighteen, certainly not less than seventeen, whereas 
there are men in this room that were fighting for their country in the Civil War 
when they were in their fourteenth year,—boys only. 

One of your comrades whom I see over here, next to Richard Flynn, on the right, 
was in to see me yesterday and he said he enlisted when he was fourteen and some 
months. Undoubtedly many of you here enlisted at that tender age so that you 
were enlisted and fighting for your country, and enduring hardships that only 
grown men were supposed to be able to withstand, when you were only boys four- 
teen and fifteen years of age. That accounts for the fact that your average age 
instead of being up around one hundred is down around ninety, whereas the average 
age of the Spanish War veteran is sixty-three. 

It means a lot. It means that when this country needed volunteers that it 
wasn’t the grown men or the husky youths that enlisted altogether, although they 
did, too, but even the young boys, immature, not having their full growth even, en- 
listing everywhere that they could and in many cases, I have no doubt, adding a 
year or two to their ages so that they could get by. As we look back upon that, so 
many, Many years ago, and as I gaze upon the faces around me here, I am pro- 
foundly moved by that, to think how high patriotism must have run in those days, 
what a strong feeling there was to preserve the Union and to back up the hands 
and the policies of Father Abraham. 

I can picture what the enthusiasm must have been and the anxiety to enlist, 
the desire to be in there with the others and fighting for what you thought was 
right and ought to be preserved. And God knows what would have become of this 
nation if you had not done it, gentlemen. You preserved it—there isn’t any doubt 
about that—over the bitterest war that ever was fought in any land in all the years. 

I know the Spanish War broke out and I wanted to enlist and I wanted to get 
into the Army, so I went over to East Newton Street and saw Captain Hayes of 
East Boston, who was Captain of the old East Boston Company. The place was 
crowded with young fellows, and the streets all around there. It was as much as 
your life was worth to get into the place. Everybody wanted to enlist. We finally 
got in with our clothes half torn off. I was as tall as I am now and only weighed 
about half as much as I do now, looked more like a Jead pencil than anything else. 
He said to me, “Go home, Fred. They don’t want you around here. We have 
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three or four times as many as we can possibly take. The lists are full. You can’t 
get in.” I went home, but I didn’t let that stop me. I finally got into the Navy. 
I was an apothecary in those days. I had just passed my examination as a regis- 
tered pharmacist. By the way, I am a pharmacist now if anybody wants a pre- 
scription. (Laughter.) I went off and enlisted in the Navy as an apothecary. I 
was just 21 years of age in ’98. That makes me just sixty. 

Well, I saw the enthusiasm then, on East Newton Street, and in East Boston, 
and everywhere. Everybody wanted to get in, but they didn’t need anybody. 
They thought it was going to be a small war and the lists were full. I knew the 
feeling that must have stirred your hearts in those days, and I can realize how you 
felt. Many of you when you went into that war wondered, perhaps, whether you 
would ever come out of it alive, and probably none of you could look forward to 
1937 and realize that between the age of 85 and 90 you would be sitting here in 
Boston at one of your Conventions, with the last remnant of your forces. 

I am delighted to have you here, gentlemen, and delighted to have you make 
Boston your headquarters. There isn’t a foot of our ground here that isn’t sprinkled 
with historic blood,—not only in Boston but all around Boston. Liberty was born 
here, and cradled here, and nurtured here, and carried on by you in the Civil War. 
Boston has always had a great record patriotically. 

We are delighted to have you among us and it gives me the greatest pleasure 
imaginable and high honor to be able to come here for a few minutes today, to greet 
you in the name of the city and extend to you the hearty greetings of the city of 
Boston that we all love so well. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Your Honor, we appreciate your speech to us very 
much, and I am speaking for myself and my comrades. We are very thankful and 
glad that you came. 

Mayor Mansfield: Thank you very much. Now I hope I can ‘be excused be- 
cause we have an important conference at City Hall, but I wouldn’t let this occasion 
go by without coming up here and meeting my old comrades. (Applause.) 

Commander Robinson: Our Commander-in-Chief, will be the next speaker. 
I present Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe. (Applause.) 

Commander-in-Chief C. H. William Ruhe: Commander, distinguished guests, 
comrades, and friends: On my visit here I have given considerable thought to the 
New England territory and you have heard the Chief Magistrate of the city of 
Boston state that we are on that historic ground that is sprinkled with many of the 
engagements that had to be gone through in order to establish liberty in this 
country. Incidentally, he touched upon a certain subject which to me brings 
back the boyhood days of the Grand Army boys. 

In 1860 when secession was brewing, I, like the Mayor and others of my class, 
was a scholar at school and we all took sides in certain of the proceedings that were 
going on at that time. We had our choices and we knew enough of the political 
situations of the time to express ourselves, and we made our choices. I recall very 
vividly the presidential campaign of 1860, although I was only close on to eleven 
years of age at that time. I had read a great deal of it and there were a great many 
lithographed pictures exhibited in various stationery stores, showing the preroga- 
tives of the various candidates. I recall one picture very plainly in which the 
various candidates for President and Vice-President were shown as athletes, and 
they went through their athletic movements, and the manner in which the display 
was made showed the advantages that the author of the picture claimed for the 
different candidates. Some of them were very correct in their surmise and, of 
course, it was very interesting to the scholars of the school. We made our choices 
and advocated them at our gatherings. 

Then came the war itself. Probably a little of personal observation of that time 
may be interesting to some of our guests that were not in that war and who are 
not comrades here today. 

In 1856 I can also recall, although quite a boy, that the Rennncen party was 
organized in the city in which I lived, in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. Its first candi- 
date for President was John C. Fremont ; his opponent was James Buchanan, a 
resident of Pennsylvania and a statesman of rare education, of splendid abilities, 
and wide experience. From what I knew of the presidential campaign at that time 
and what I have read since, I consider today that James Buchanan was the finest 
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scholar of political economy that I ever read of. Of course, that is my opinion, 
but it is based upon the original knowledge that I had when a student at school 
and of what I have learned since in the experience and judgment of various states- 
men of the country. 

I will give you just one little incident that I can recall distinctly, showing the 
conclusions that people in general come to who do not think. Some of them were 
not capable of thinking to the extent of the study of the political economists of 
that day. James Buchanan in one of his utterances stated that it was not the 
earnings of a man,—the size or the quantity, that denoted the prosperity of the 
country, but it was the purchasing power of his earnings that was the basis of all 
the prosperity we enjoyed. He said if the purchasing power of ten cents was equal 
to the dollar that was paid in those days for the daily work of a laborer,—if that 
purchasing power of ten cents were equal to that dollar he could just as readily 
work for ten cents and be just as prosperous. The general public took it up with 
a howl of indignation,—‘“James Buchanan wants the laborer to work for ten cents 
a day,’’ and the slogan was ‘“‘Ten-cent Jimmy.” They went through that campaign 
with that slogan in opposition, but fortunately for us ten-cent Jimmy won. 

Now, we will come to the period at the end of 1860. During that campaign there 
were four parties in the field,—the Republican party with their nominee, the great’ 
immortal Abraham Lincoln (Applause)—the Democratic party with a Senator 
from Ilnois who was just as good a Union man as Abraham Lincoln or any other 
man that ever was a citizen of the United States, and which I will show you was 
the case,—Stephen A. Douglas; he was nominated in the regularly called Demo- 
cratic Convention, and that was the signal for the dissatisfaction of the statesmen 
from the South and they again called a Convention of representatives from all 
the States who were invited to send delegates to that Convention. They met in 
Baltimore, Maryland, and nominated John C. Breckinridge, a Southerner, as their 
Democratic candidate and, of course, he sided with the secessionists. Then there 
was another party, the name of which I can not just exactly recall, but I do know 
what the keynote of their campaign was. It was a sort of a free expression party 
and their principal motive was that all foreigners coming to this country would 
have to reside here for 21 years before given the right of franchise. They were 
quickly termed the “Know Nothing Party” because at that time there were a 
great many immigrants to this country who had been through a revolution in 
Europe and were dissatisfied with the result because the republic they had striven 
for was defeated, and those people, liking and working for such a form of govern- 
ment, came over to this country and became leading men, some in the industries, 
some in the learned arts, some in the educational institutions, and some of them 
very prominent in American politics. But the ‘Know-Nothing Party” wanted 
those same men, who had advocated the same principles that we were striving for 
in the United States, to be compelled to reside here for 21 years before they could 
exercise and enjoy the rights of citizenship. 

I can recall very distinctly in the territory from which I hailed around Pittsburg, 
the ‘Know-Nothing Party” made a wonderful display, and so did the Democratic 
party with Stephen A. Douglas make a splendid display, but the Democratic party 
having been divided by the nomination of Douglas in the North and Breckinridge 
in the South, the vote was so divided that Abraham Lincoln fortunately carried 
a sufficient number of states so that the electoral college was sure to choose him for 
President. This they did at the proper time, when the electoral college was con- 
vened in the city of Washington, after the assembling of the Congress on the first 
Monday of December in 1860. 

I am now going to give you some history which I do not think has ever been 
published in that form, but it is authentic and exists at the present time. Senator 
Douglas was a Senator and there was a member of the House who was dear to 
every comrade of the Grand Army of the Republic. He was called by us Black 
Jack, and that was General John A. Logan, (Applause.) the second Commander- 
in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. Those two men became very fast 
friends of Abraham Lincoln through the efforts they made before he was inaugur- 
ated, to try and circumvent the efforts of the southern representatives to bring 
about secession. Mrs. John A. Logan in her memoirs gives almost daily reminis- 
cences of how her husband, with Senator Douglas, labored night after night with 
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the various Congressmen and Senators to try and circumvent the efforts to bring 
about secession. They labored incessantly, but wth no avail. 

The Southern States brought about secession. South Carolina in an ordinance 
passed by the Legislature seceded from the United States, and everyone wondered 
at the time what effect it might have, and those that were most rabid continued 
to argue and advocate that the President should do something about it. The 
President paid no attention to that exciting method some of the citizens used. 
Then they became somewhat tranquil over it and expected wonderful effects when 
the new President would be inaugurated. That took place on the 4th day of March, 
1861. I do not know whether I am correct, but I think I heard it stated that 
President Lincoln had taken the oath the night before, privately, in the White 
House. I do not know whether that is authentic or not. However, he was pub- 
licly inaugurated on the 4th of March, and then the secession ordinances in the 
South continued. 

Strange to say, however, and surprising to the people of the United States, he 
did just exactly what James Buchanan did. He did nothing, and since that time 
it has developed that that simply followed out the fundamental principles of law 
and order, and that was that where there are two parties to a contract it takes both 
parties to sever and vitiate that contract. Every state that had joined the Union 
had done so under a contract with the United States. Whether there were two, or 
four, or ten, or twelve states in the United States, the thirteenth one came in as one 
party while the other twelve were the other party, and it would have taken not 
alone the one that seceded but every other state that was in that United States to 
agree to such a separation. That was why no attention was paid to it. 

However, the inaugurated President, after surrounding himself with able men, 
simply awaited an overt action upon the part of opponents to the United States so 
that he might take the necessary action, and that came when the southern troops 
fired on Fort Sumter. That was the overt action that on the following day brought 
the first call for seventy-five thousand men,and I don’t think it took more than 
forty-eight hours to oversubscribe the required number. We always point with 
pride to that fact. 

Then went on, as you all have read in history, a bloody conflict, and supplement- 
ing some of the statements here today I wish to tell you that in that great conflict 
from the northern population of twenty-three million souls there went into that 
conflict two million three hundred thousand men,—one of every ten became a 
soldier in the Union Army. That is unparalleled in the history of the world, and 
the greatest pride that the members of the Grand Army of the Republic take in 
that history today is the fact that while they were one of that 2,300,000 every one 
of them was a volunteer. 

Then let me tell you further that of that great number, according to the history 
of the War Department, where I quote all these figures from, two millions were 21 
years and under, and only 300,000 exceeded in age 21 years. There was a reason 
sere also, but the story would be just a little bit too long, and I only wish to 
add this. 

We are here on historic ground, and I have read a number of histories that prob- 
ably not a great many have read, but they give a much more minute detail of some 
of those affairs than the general histories that have been accepted and read by the 
people. The conflict in the Revolutionary War started in this section. You had 
your engagements at Bunker Hill and at Breed’s Hill, then on west through the 
New England States and into parts of New York, then into New Jersey and into 
Pennsylvania, and finally, after the Army was properly formed, trained, and 
brought to a real military organization by a foreigner who had received permission 
to come over here and tender his services, then the real campaigns began, and when 
that Army was handed over to General Washington by the man who had formed 
it and trained it, from then on General Washington became victorious where he 
had enjoyed nothing but defeat before. Then they went along exactly the same 
lines where the Civil War was fought, only they didn’t get quite so far. They got 
as far as Yorktown, where the Southerners in our Civil War were obliged to sur- 
render, not their Army, but to evacuate the town, but in the Revolutionary War 
they had to surrender, and they had to surrender to the very man that trained tha} 
Army for General Washington. It is only within a short period that I began to 
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compare these territories and I found that our War of deliverance in the first place 
and our War of preservation in the second place, or the principal part of it, went 
over the same lines. 

I congratulate my comrades of New England, my friends that I have made since 
I have been here on this official visit, and the people in general that we have such 
a territory, that we have developed such industries, and that we have in that terri- 
tory and adjoining it such a population, whose hospitality upon this trip has been 
beyond all expectations and will ever live in the memory of your present Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Commander Robinson being unable to continue on account of ill health turned 
over the gavel to incoming Commander Bronson. 

Commander Bronson: Commander-in-Chief, we are very much obliged to you 
for coming and we appreciate this fine address. I feel that it should be printed in 
book form and placed in our schools so that the school children may learn what our 
forefathers went through. 

Commander-in-Chief Ruhe: Well, maybe some day it will be. Thank you very 
much, Comrades. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: We have with us Michael T. Kelleher, County Com- 
mander of Middlesex County American Legion, and we will now listen to remarks’ 
from him. 

Commander Michael T. Kelleher: Mr. Commander, Commander Miller, Com- 
rades of the Grand Army of the Republic and Ladies: I think you have heard 
enough speaking for this afternoon. However, I wish to bring to you the greetings 
of Dr. Ryan, the State Commander of the American Legion, who is in Washington 
today attending a rehabilitation conference of the National Organization. After 
you men were out of the service 18 years you realized the importance of rehabili- 
tation conferences in Washington. 

I also am happy to be here as I am one of you. I am an honorary member of 
Post 56 of Cambridge and have been for many years and I prize that membership 
most highly. 

You men have given us much, we who are veterans of the World War because it 
is your early training and patriotism that found us ready when the call came. 
Personally I recall in East Cambridge that every Decoration Day, or a few days 
before, a veteran named Mr. Adams, who ran a dry goods store right in Cambridge, 
near the Court House, as many of you perhaps recall, would come to our school 
and give us a talk that certainly imbued us with patriotism. 

We should have gained much from you in the matter of legislation. Unfortu- 
nately, we are a little slower. After the Civil War you at once took charge, elected 
Governors, elected Presidents, and here we are, after 18 years after the war and 
find that we have just elected our first Governor, a veteran of the World War. 
We hope it will not be the last. We hope it will be the beginning of a long line of 
successors and veterans, and by that we can assure you and ourselves and veterans 
of the Spanish War that we are getting the benefits that are due us because of our 
service. | 

I will just say that I am bringing you greetings from 50,000 Legionnaires of 
Massachusetts. Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: We have with us the Department Commander of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Joel L. Miller. We will listen now to some remarks 
from him. | 

Commander Joel L. Miller: Commander, Comrades of the Grand Army, Ladies 
and Guests: I feel somewhat excited and a little nervous about talking to such a 
group as this, especially after I had a privilege I will never forget of sitting in for a 
few moments at your Convention. I don’t think there is any experience I will ever 
have occasion to feel so honored by as sitting for that few moments with you in 
convention. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars and every Veterans’ organization looks to the 
principles of comradeship which you men established and, personally, I have always 
been happy in that regard because every time something affecting veterans comes 
up I have been in consultation with your good comrade and my good friend, Adju- 
tant-General Bishop. Very recently on veterans’ preference, which you men had 
so much experience on, I had quite a conference with Comrade Bishop and he sat 
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down in my office and dictated a statement on veterans’ preference which was as 
concise and as clear on the point as ever could be dictated, and when the committee 
heard your communication, Comrade Bishop, they were very much impressed. I 
am happy to say that that report is coming out of the committee “Next annual 
session’’ for both those bills which intended to abolish veterans’ preference. I give 
a great dea lof credit to Comrade Bishop and that remarkable statement he dic- 
tated in my office. 

With reference to that Grand Army Highway measure, I had the pleasure of 
being at the hearing with your comrade, and I am pleased to know that the Gov- 
ernor has signed that bill. I hope it will go throughout the country because I 
think that this Commonwealth and the nation could do nothing greater to you 
men of the Grand Army than have something that whenever the children of future 
generations pass over it they can say, ‘“This is something to remember those who 
saved the Republic.””’ The Grand Army of the Republic Highway, as I told the 
committee at that time, is the most wonderful expression of appreciation of your 
patriotism that could ever be conferred upon you by the citizens of this Common- 
wealth and the citizens of the country. 

I say I am glad and happy, even though humble,—but proud, to be at the table 
and break bread with you all, and may we have many occasions like this, and may 
you all enjoy good health for many years to come. Thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: We have with us the Commissioner of State Aid and 
Pensions, Richard R. Flynn. We would like to hear from him. (Applause.) 

Commissioner Richard R. Flynn: Commander Bronson, Commander Kelleher 
of the American Legion, Commander Miller of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Comrades of the Grand Army, Ladies and Gentlemen: In looking over this gather- 
ing this afternoon, one particular thing impresses me very forcibly, and that is that 
in looking over the faces of the audience I especially notice that the Grand Army 
veterans and their women have not grown a day older, while we have shown very 
marked evidence of the addition of one year to our lives! 

I have listened with a great deal of interest this afternoon to the address of your 
Commander-in-Chief and I heartily second the motion of your Department Com- 
mander as to having his address printed and distributed among the schools. Day 
in and day out in my particular work as Commissioner of State Aid and Pensions, 
it is my happy honor and privilege to have lunch nearly every day of the week with 
Comrade Bishop, an outstanding comrade of this Department. Comrade Bishop 
is quite a joker and I often feel the effects of one when he expresses them so nicely 
and so pointedly. When during the past few months there was quite a discussion 
in Washington over the child labor amendment, he looked across the table at me 
and he said, “Comrade Flynn, I wonder how that child labor amendment would 
have affected me when I enlisted in the Civil War at the age of fourteen and was 
discharged two weeks before I reached the age of eighteen.” It was a problem I 
could not answer and I think Comrade Bishop is still trying to solve it himself. 

I have been blessed, I think, with more friendships and deeper love from the 
Grand Army than any man in this Commonwealth. I have been serving in an 
official capacity in my office for 27 years, taking care of you comrades on pension 
matters, and relief, and your widows and orphans, and it is some satisfaction to me 
to be able to state to you this afternoon that never in that period of time has a 
comrade of the Grand Army, or a widow of your comrades, had anything to say 
but the highest kind of praise for the work done in their behalf in my department. 
I look back for the last 40 or 50 years of my life as an old friend of Post 15, when I 
joined with them and attended various national encampments, and those friend- 
ships will never be forgotten. 

It is a blessing and a privilege that you gentlemen of the Grand Army have been 
spared to us veterans of later wars. It was my happy privilege in 1898 to serve 
in the Navy, the same as the Mayor of this city. I can not quite agree with his 
Honor, the Mayor, that our war was a short one because it began on April 7, 1898 
and we did not wind up that service until July 4, 1902. When the Spanish-Ameri- 
can war was ended in Cuba our ships and our men had to go to the Philippine 
Islands and plant the flag of our country there and teach those natives the blessings 
of freedom and liberty. Then in the Boxer trouble it was our privilege and our 
happiness to extend further lessons of patriotism and the glory of the American 
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flag at the wars of China. Four long years, and most of our service was in tropical 
climates. I was happy myself to be in the naval engagement of Santiago. I know 
something of service, and possibly my experience and my service in the time of war 
made me a better official when the World War broke out, when it then became our 
responsibility to take care of the dependents of the men who were fighting ,in 1917 
and 1918. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, let me leave this thought with you this afternoon. If I 
can be of service, I have that same peculiar love of service for the Grand Army and 
kindly do me the honor to let me know how I can best serve you. I thank you. 
(Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: We have with us the Honorable Fred W. Cross, who 
looks after our Civil War records. We would like to hear from him. 

Hon. Fred W. Cross. Mr. Commander and all the officials whom I should 
address, and members of the Grand Army: A great many things have been said 
here today that have interested me. One in particular is the youthful age at which 
men went into the service in the war of ’61, and the various devices which they 
employed to get into the service. I happen to have in the State Archives, a case 
of one man—I have his enlistment paper, by the way—who tried to enlist two or 
three times and his father got after him and got him out. He couldn’t have been 
more than thirteen or fourteen years old,—fourteen, anyway. He finally ran away 
from home and came down to Boston and tried to enlist in the 56th Massachusetts 
Regiment. He was only five feet and one inch tall, and they looked at him with a 
good deal of suspicion and question. Finally before they would let him enlist they 
made him swear—and I have his original enlistment paper with the oath all written 
in fine writing at the bottom of it—they made him swear that his father and mother 
were both dead, that he had no legal guardian, that he was dependent wholly upon 
his own resources, and he swore to that before a Justice of the Peace. I have, I 
think, two copies of that enlistment paper with that oath upon it. More than 
thirty years after that I used to go to his father’s and mother’s house to buy milk 
when I was a boy ten years old. But he got into the 56th Massachusetts Regiment, 
I believe. Don’t you see what would happen to you men if you had lived in the 
days of the Spanish War? In the Spanish War when a man falsified his age and 
got in that way, they discharged him without honor, and within four or five years 
Congress had to pass a special Act, giving honorable discharges to those men who 
were discharged without honor for falsifying their age. I don’t know how it was 
in the World War, but I presume they were more discriminating. They were in a 
good many ways. 

I think it is a great privilege to meet here with the soldiers, few in number. As 
I have looked around I have seen one man who was taken prisoner at Dreury’s 
Bluff and suffered at Libby and Andersonville and Charleston, another who was 
with the 54th Massachusetts, wounded at Fort Wagner, another who lay all night 
on the ground at Winchester after being shot through the lungs, and here he is with 
us today about 97 years of age, and two other men who came from the good old 
town of Marblehead, both of whom were wounded in front of Petersburg, real 
soldiers who had real suffering. I want this gentleman to stand up. This was the 
man who was wounded at Winchester, Virginia. How old are you, Comrade? 

Comrade Thomas A. Corson: Ninety-seven in July. 

Mr. Cross: What was your regiment? 

Comrade Corson: 38th Massachusetts. 

Mr. Cross: This is the man. Thank you very much. 

Comrade Corson: I would like to make some remarks, but I am not much at 
speaking and my hearing is so very poor that I haven’t heard but very little that 
was said, but I have enjoyed this occasion better than you can imagine. 

Mr. Cross: Comrade Streeter, I want you to stand up. I think this is the only 
Grand Army man of my personal acquaintance today who was in Libby and 
Andersonville, and Florence, and Charleston. Really, Comrade Streeter, you look 
today as though they fed you well. . 

Comrade Streeter: I look better than when I came home in ’65. 

Mr. Cross: Something has been said about this Grand Army Highway. You 
know, I think we are a little slow up here in the North. I don’t think we pay 
enough attention to the memory of the men who led our armies in the days of the 
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Civil War. I go down into Virginia almost every year and there if I ask for the 
Warrenton Pike nobody knows about it, it is the Lee Highway. I ask for some 
other well-known road in the war time, and that one is Jefferson. Where is Little 
River Pike? That is Stonewall Jackson Highway now. Why shouldn’t we name 
more of our highways after the men who led our armies to victory in the Civil War 
and who saved the nation? We pay very little attention to them. I have been in 
the club-rooms of prominent clubs in the city of Boston and found a beautiful 
picture of Robert E. Lee, but couldn’t find one that was worth looking at of U.S. 
Grant. It is true, also, of some clubs of a military nature. Now, I was thinking 
today as I sat here, we have two arteries running straight across our State from 
east to west. We call one the Mohawk Trail. It runs right up through the town 
of Westminster, which was the native home of General Nelson A. Miles. Why 
shouldn’t that be renamed the Miles Highway? We have another, the southern 
artery, which runs across the State, and runs up to Worcester and Pittsfield. 
Worcester was the home of General Charles Devens and Pittsfield of General 
William Francis Bradley. Why shouldn’t they be honored in that way? I believe 
we ought to pay more attention to the men who really led our armies in the great 
war that kept the Union whole and destroyed slavery. I am just going to leave 
that thought with you and I am glad that you are going to have a Grand Army 
Highway that will knit together the whole nation, from east to west. I hope I 
shall meet you a great many times hereafter. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: We have with us past Senior-Vice-Commander-in-Chief 
William H. Wormstead. We would like to hear from you, Comrade. 

Comrade Wormstead: Comrade-Commander, Ladies and Comrades: I have 
been picking up influences this afternoon in such a plenty that I hardly know which 
one of them to take hold of, but chief among them is the atmosphere of good fellow- 
ship that we always come into when we join in a meeting of this kind,—friendship, 
pure friendship and love, the strongest thing in the world, the power that will 
accomplish anything, the power that always has accomplished great things. It 
has accomplished great things in our government in economical veins, and in every 
phase of life, but it is the sweetest and purest when it comes down to the personal 
love of person for person. There is many a time in this life of ours that friendship 
and ties of love count, but there is nothing like the fact that we have drank from 
the old canteen. The Grand Army of the Republic is, I believe, one of the cleanest 
organizations that was ever organized anywhere. How it could be more pure and 
_ spotless I am sure I don’t know. There never has been a wave of dissatisfaction 
flow through its ranks; there has never been a time when comrades in the mass 
would not care for the individual. There is nothing that makes more pure love, 
and there is nothing like the strength of those united in any good work. 

I will just tell you a little story and then pass on. A gentleman was walking in 
a southern place—I presume it was a southern place because he mentioned the 
mud as being the worst he ever saw—and he came upon an old gentleman that was 
trying to urge a mule and his team through it, and he said, ‘Hold on, Uncle, a 
minute. Let me help you.” He got some wood and put it down so he could stand 
on it himself. Then he said, ‘‘Uncle, you just whip up the old mule and you hit 
him a good one, and at the same time I will lift the wagon,” and he did. They 
carried out the orders and the wagon went out. “There,” the young fellow said, 
“Unele, by George, we did it, didn’t we?” He said, ‘Yes, young fellow, you bet 
we did but I tell you it took nothing but two good mules to bring that wagon out 
of that mud!” 

Well, I expect I have an automobile waiting for me outside and so I am just 
simply going to say that my speech isn’t a serious one and I wish I could have 
made a better one, but I have a feeling of good will toward everyone upon whom 
my eyes rest, and I have in my heart the prayer that the blessings of God will 
follow us all the days of our lives and make our lives happy and fruitful. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: We will now be pleased to hear from Past Department 
Commander George A. Gay. 

Comrade Gay: Department-Commander, Distinguished Guests, all Comrades 
of all Wars: There is one thing that is very impressive to me and it is this occasion 
that we hold every year. As I said last year, there are those who are sitting at the 
table today—teferring to last year—that probably we shall never see again. We 
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know that time eliminates all things and true to my word, or true to my thoughts, 
that has occurred, and now as I grow older in life and see the things that we might 
achieve by closer fellowship it seems to me that it behooves us to have at least a 
heart of love and affection. There is one thing that is dear to me, really, to my 
heart, and that is this,—I am proud to belong to the Grand Army of the Republic. 
Our ranks are thinning but there is plenty of room. We can form our line, we can 
draw together a little closer, touch elbows a little firmer as we march on. 

Soon we shall leave this place for our homes, and I hope and trust that every 
comrade and every person, if it is posssible and it is God’s will, will be spared, so 
that another year, wherever we may meet around the banquet table, we all may 
be present. Although our comrades pass out, and our friends die, there is this 
thought: 

“After all, they are not dead, 
They live, they breathe, they tell us things are true. 
Why dream of poppied sod 
When flower and soul and God knows there is no death?” 


I thank you. (Applause.) 


Commander Bronson: We have with us another Past Department Commander, 
Commander Green. We would like to hear from him. 

Comrade Green: Commander, honored guests, Comrades of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, Ladies and friends: I don’t know what I can say. I have been 
merely thinking it over that a year ago I was about in the same condition as our 
good Department-Commander has been in today. At that time I hardly thought 
I would be spared to meet with you again in a year from that time, but God has 
been good to me and allowed me to stay here. I can asssure you that I appreciate 
it very much, being here today, and meeting with my good comrades and my 
friends. I have had the privilege of visiting the different organizations connected 
with the Grand Army of the Republic, which I certainly do love, all of them, and I 
feel that they love me. With these few words I wish to be excused. 

Commander Bronson: We have another Past Department Commander, Assis- 
tant Adjutant-General Bishop. We would like to hear from him. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: I think that so far as appearances go I 
have given you everything today that you have asked for in regard to my being 
here and my carrying on of the work by standing on my head. (Applause.) That 
is just in passing. 

I have been with the Grand Army at headquarters for some little time now and 
while I have carried on before that a very broad business acquaintance and life, I 
have had more interest, really, in serving the Grand Army of Massachusetts than 
I ever have had in any business organizations, and while my business extended all 
over the world at one time it is now condensed into a very close relationship with 
the Grand Army at headquarters and I am just carrying on and doing just the 
little I can in that direction. I am very glad to respond to the inquiry, but that 
is about all that I-can say. I have two communications here which I think it would 
be proper to read at this time. One is from our Past Commander-in-Chief E. J. 
Foster. 


Worcester, Mass., April 3, 1937. 
“My dear Comrade: 


I thank you for your kindly remembrance of me and I wish to say I would ap- 
preciate very much to be with you all but I have been passing through a severe 
illness, because of which I am unable to do so. I wish to ask you to convey to our 
dear old boys and girls a happy time. Please excuse mistakes as my eyes are 


bothering me. 
Yours in F., C. and L., 
K. J. Fosrer, Past Commander-in-Chief” 


I have one other letter which I will read: 
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HEADQUARTERS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
Sons oF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 


Wm. ALLAN Dyer, Commander-in-Chief 
995 JAMES STREET, Syracuse, N. Y., March 30, 1937. 


“Mr. FrepericK H. BisHop, 
Assistant Adjutant General, 
State House, Boston, Mass. 


“Dear Comrade Bishop: 


“T have received your very kind letter of March 24th inviting me to be present 
at the Annual Banquet which will take place in the Oval Room of the Bradford 
Hotel, April 14th. 

“Tt is a disappointment to me indeed that I cannot be present on this occasion. 
I am going to be at the Encampment in Boston the evening of April 12th and a 
portion of the 13th but have to leave either that afternoon or early the next morning 
to attend the Encampment at Thomaston, Ct., the evening of April 14th. 

“T hope I shall see you while I am in Boston and meanwhile will you be good 
enough at your meeting to extend to all present my best wishes and my regrets 
that I cannot be there. 

Cordially yours, 
Wm. ALLAN Dyer. 


Commander-inChief Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.” 
(Applause.) 


Commander Bronson: My Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
ladies and gentlemen: After the fine speeches that we have listened to any word 
that I might say would seem to fall on deaf ears, but in my position I want to thank 
you one and all for being present at this meeting. I think we should certainly 
thank our committee for procuring this hotel as our meeting place, and for our 
banquet. They have done a good work. I think that everyone is satisfied,— 
plenty of very good food, fine accommodations, and they should be thanked for 
the work that they have done in our behalf. 

Time is passing. We may be old in years, our hair turned gray and white, but 
we are still young in spirit. We are not going to give up. We have plenty of 
ammunition left yet and we are bound to use it. We hope that all these comrades 
that have been with us today may be with us again next year, not only the com- 
rades, but the visiting friends and soldiers of other wars. They will have to help 
us out in the future as our numbers are getting less. None of us are going to give 
up yet. 

The very interesting remarks made by our Commander-in-Chief will live with 
us as we go home. We can think it over,—that grand historical sketch that he 
gave us. It is the finest speech, to my mind, that I ever heard. I told him that it 
should be printed in book form and placed in our public schools as a history to be 
learned by the coming generations. It was very precise and authentic. I don’t 
suppose we will listen to another oration like that in years to come. 

If there is any other comrade here who would like to say a few words he may 
now have the opportunity. I can not call on them all by name but if anybody can 
add a little to this we will be glad to listen to him. 

Comrade Gay: Commander Bronson, I would like to make a statement right 
here. I don’t know how it will fit. You never can tell until you try it. For the 
past one or two years this banquet has been most nobly sponsored to the comrades 
of the Grand Army of the Republic through the efforts of the heads of our Depart- 
ment it has been free to all comrades. I wish, Commander, that you would ask 
these comrades to stand up in recognition of what the heads of this Department 
have done for us towards sponsoring this banquet. Will you do that? 

Commander Bronson: Yes. 

(The comrades rise.) 

Commander Bronson: We must not forget the work that our Secretary has 
done. She is really the head of the Department. 

Comrade Gay: I think I stated the heads of our Department. That always 
includes Mrs. Phinney. 


- 
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Commander Bronson: She knows more about the work of our Department 
than all of the comrades put together. 

Comrade Gay: Let’s be honest. She is the one that runs the Department. 

Commander Bronson: And very ably. 

Comrade Page: We want to hear from Mrs. Phinney. 

Comrade Gay: I second the motion. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: Ready, Comrades? 

(Three cheers and a tiger for Mrs. Phinney.) 

Mrs. Phinney: Commander Bronson, Comrades, and invited guests: I wish to 
say a word to pledge again this year my loyalty to our Department Commander 
and to the Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic. I can only say that in 
the past years I have done the very best that I knew how and I will continue as 
long as I have strength. Thank you. (Applause.) 

Commander Bronson: We certainly do not need your pledge. 

Assistant Adjutant-General Bishop: Commander it is impossible for anyone 
in just a few moments to describe the work of years. If you, any of you, could 
visit headquarters and see the innumerable questions that are asked by people 
that go there for information, knowing that if posssible it will be obtained for them, 
you would know the amount of time that is taken by visitors and then recognize 
that all of that work, to all intents and purposes, except making a few figures and 
drawing of funds, or something of that sort, has for years been carried on at the 
risk of health and willingly by Mrs. Phinney, then you would begin to appreciate 
her work. (Applause.) 

era Bronson: If there is no more to be said, a motion to adjourn is in 
order. 

Comrade Page: I move that we adjourn. 

Comrade Green: I second the motion. 

Commander Bronson: The motion is made and seconded that we adjourn. 

It is a vote. 


(And so the Seventy-First Encampment of the Department of Massachusetts, 
Grand Army of the Republic, came to a close.) 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
Strate Houss, Boston, April 23, 1936. 
GENERAL ORDERS 
No. 1 


Ii Having been elected Commander of the Department of Massachusetts’ 
Grand Army of the Republic, I hereby assume command. 


II. The following officers were elected: 
Department Commander, CHARLES L. Rosinson, Post 4, Melrose. 
Senior Vice-Commander, JOHN E. Bronson, Post 144, Dedham. 
Juntor Vice-Commander, JospPH F. StopparpD, Post 11, Charlestown. 
Medical Director, ALBERT A. Nickerson, Post 35, Chelsea. 
Chaplain, JamMES 8. MitcHeEtt, Post 121, Hyde Park. 


Council of Administration. 


James H. Wess, Post 88, Quincy. 

GEORGE W. GREEN, Post 200, Jamaica Plain. 
HeEnkRI BATCHELDER, Post 156 Everett. 
LronarpD Boyp, Post 62, Newton. 

Dup.ey L. Pacs, Post 42, Lowell. 


III. Appointed Officers. 
Assistant Adjutant-General and Assistant Quartermaster-General, FREDERICK 
H. Bisnop, Post 88, Quincy. 
* Judge-Advocate, W1LL1AM H. WormstTEaD, Post 82, Marblehead. 
Inspector, CHARLES F’, StapieEs, Post 53, Leominster. 
Chief Mustering Officer, W1Lu1AM F. Dona, Post 5, Lynn. 
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Patriotic Instructor, E. GEORGE Brippuz, Post 134, Boston. 

Chief-of-Staff, CHARLES A. MiLgs, Post 72; Stoughton. 

Department Secretary, Hpten A. PHINNEY, Past Department President, 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


IV. Office Hours: 9.30 a a.m. to 3.30 p.m. Saturday by special appointment 
only. Department Commander will be at Headquarters the first and third Monday 
of each month, from 12 M. to 2 P.M. 


VY. Aides-de-Camp. Post Commanders are requested to send in at once to 
these Headquarters names and addresses of Comrades to serve as Aides on the 
Staff of the Department Commander. 


VI. All requisitions for supplies must be accompanied by check, money-order 
or cash to pay for same. 


VII. All checks, money-orders, etc., must be payable to Frederick H. Bishop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. Quartermasters will take due notice and govern 
themselves accordingly. 


All official correspondence should be addressed to Frederick H. Bishop, Room 27, 
State House, Boston. 


VIII. The following Representatives and Alternates for the next National 
Encampment were elected at the Department Encampment. 


Representatives to the Seventieth National Encampment: 


Delegate-at-Large 
Dudley L. Page, Post 42 


Alternate-at-Large 
Charles F. Peel, Post 49 


Representatives Post Alternates Post 
Theodore Clark 143 Leonard Boyd . Oe 
Prince A. Phinney 143 William H. Byrne . 145 
Thomas A. Corson : : 5 Albert A. Nickerson . : haat a3. 
Charles F. Staples . 838 William F. Dodge. 5 
Dennis Driscoll . } . . 15 James S. Mitchell 121 


IX. The Seventieth National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic 
will be held in Washington, D. C., during the week of September 20, 1936. A 
special headquarters train under the charge of Colpitts Tourist Co. A very inter- 
esting return trip is being arranged. As soon as completed an illustrated booklet 
giving full information will be mailed to all Posts. 


X. Headquarters of the Massachusetts Department will be at the Mayflower 
Hotel. 
Per order, 
CHARLES L. ROBINSON, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
Strate Houss, Boston, April 23, 1936. 
GENERAL ORDERS 
No 2 


Memorial Day. 

Again comes the recurrence of the holy day in our annals when we pay tribute 
to the dead who rendered effective and heroic service for our great Republic. 

The tribute to them which sincerely comes from our hearts and is so richly de- 
served is evidenced by the offering of beautiful flowers and placing the flag of Our 
Country over their graves wherever found. 
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Let flowers be cast upon the waters in memory of those who gave their lives on 
the sea. 

These ceremonies serve as a lesson, teaching the rising generation that they who 
gave their lives in defense of their country are worthy of all honors, and thus their 
memories should be cherished. 

Sunday, May 24, is hereby designated as Memorial Sunday. Posts should 
arrange to attend Church on that day, and invite our allied organizations, also our 
Comrades of other wars to accompany them. 

In accordance with orders from National Headquarters, the reading of General 
Logan’s Order No. II, and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address are made part of the 
Memorial Day services. 

Post Chaplains must forward promptly to Department Chaplain James S. 
Mitchell, 67 Prospect Avenue, Wollaston, Mass., a full report of Memorial Day 
exercises in which their Posts take part. 

Per order, 


CHARLES L. RoBINSON, 
Department Commander. 
“FREDERICK H. BISHOP, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
Strate House, Boston, July 30, 1936. 
GENERAL ORDERS 
No. 3 


National Encampment. 


The Seventieth National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic will 
be held in Washington, D. C., September 20-25, 1936. 

Departure from Boston will be from the South Station at 5.00 p.m., Saturday, 
September 19, in special coaches attached to the ‘Fall River Line Steamboat 
Express,”’ under the charge of Colpitts Co. 

For illustrated booklet giving full information, apply to Colpitts Tourist Co., 
262 Washington Street, Boston. 

The Washington Encampment Committee has been organized with Mr. George 
W. Offutt as Chairman and Mr. Roy Miller as Secretary and they are planning 
for a most successful Encampment. All requests for rooms and all other infor- 
ean aod be addressed to Mr. Roy Miller, 204 Evening Star Bldg., Washing- 
0) oe Dn Om 

National and Massachusetts Headquarters will be at the Mayflower Hotel. 

wae Headquarters in Boston will be closed from September 19 to Oc- 
tober 13. 


Identification Certificates: 


_ Tickets cannot be purchased except on presentation of identification certificate 
issued by the railway association and which can be obtained from the Assistant 
Adjutant-General, Room 27, State House, Boston. 


Delegates Attention. 


There will be a meeting of those entitled to seats in the National Encampment 
at Headquarters, in the Mayflower Hotel, Tuesday, September 22, at 5.00 p.m. 
Credentials will be distributed at this meeting. Important business will be trans- 
acted and every member is expected to attend. 

It is the wish of the Department Commander that Comrades remove all decor- 
ations from their coats DURING THE PARADE, excepting the official G. A. R. 
badge. He asks the Comrades to comply with this wish. 

The following-named Comrades are hereby appointed as Aides on the staff of 
the Department Commander. They will be obeyed and respected accordingly: 
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Post Post 
Nahum F. Nickelson . 1 Charles A. Richards . eae 
Henry N. Hopkins 3 Harvey W. Edson Reh A. 
Alex. 8. Wright . 5 Willard Gurney ; fe Sis 
Patrick H. Brown ; 7 Elmer P. Copeland . ; Baty, ~ 
George W. Thomas . , 8 Samuel Snow. > he 
George A. Blunt . 10 Alphonse Witherell . Py nese 
Albert Sawyer . . 11 John Hanners . ; . 89 
Walter 8. Bunker , jphealol Ay AaRackliff. >. ; ; » E90 
Dennis Driscoll . , . 15 Hiram S. Faunce . 110 
Charles Burt. ; 1 316 JulusA; Fitts -. ; EET, 
Gilbert D. Streeter. _ 17, »Patrick J:-Donlon .. en wl 
James M. Fletcher. . 22 Samuel True. ; . (122 
William H. Emery . 26 William H. Jackson . ROS 
George W. Towne . 389 George L. Towne ; . 1388 
Stillman P. Wood ; . 43 Prince A. Phinney . : . 148 
Richard Fleet. ; . 46 Charles D. Kinney . : . 145 
Ezra G. Bly . 47 William H. King -' “168 
Hiram 8. Clark . . 48 Jeremiah J. Shephard ' mad {5° 
Oliver J. Putnam : . 6538 John R. Sears bhi 
Joseph Rossiter . : , . 62 Charles M. Bixby . el Sey 
George B. Howe ; . 63 George N. Alden ; . 190 


Important. 


The Annual election of Post Officers will be held at the first stated meeting in October. 
Posts will not elect delegates to the Department Encampment. ‘Every Comrade 
in good standing will be entitled to a seat and vote in future Department Encamp- 
ments.” 

A blank for report of the name of the newly elected Commander, also Senior and 
Junior Vice-Commanders is enclosed and should be filled out and forwarded to 
these headquarters IMMEDIATELY AFTER election. 

The ie eeare and Annual Report Blanks will not be made out till December 31, 
as usu 

The “INSTALLATIONS should take place at the FIRST meeting in November. 
Names of Installing Officers must be sent to these headquarters on or before Oc- 
tober 15th, in order that they may be given out in General Orders to be issued 
October 20th. 

Per order, 


CHARLES L. RoBINSON, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC, 
Srare Houses, Bosron, February 17, 1937. 
GENERAL ORDERS 
No. 4 


de The Seventy-First Annual Encampment of the Department of Massa- 
chusetts, Grand Army of the Republic, will be held at the Hotel Bradford, Tremont 
Street, Boston, Tuesday, April 13, 1937. ‘ 

II. Department Junior Vinecor meter Joseph F. Stoddard has been ap- 
pointed as Officer of the Day. 

III. Aides on the staff of the Department Commander will report to the Chief- 
of-Staff, Comrade Charles A. Miles, at 9.30 a.m. 

IV. Department Headquarters will be closed during the sessions of the Encamp- 


ment. They will be open at 9.30 o’clock, Thursday morning, April 15, when all 
Comrades will be welcomed. 
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‘Ve RAILROAD FARES. We are advised that there will be no reduction 
in railroad fares. 


VI. To gain admittance every member must give the countersign and present 
the credential card which they will obtain from their Post Commander. No one 
will be admitted without this credential. 

Post Commanders will see that all members who intend attending the Encamp- 
ment ARE PROVIDED WITH THE COUNTERSIGN and the credential, and 
also admonish them not to leave them at home. 

‘VII. The Annual Banquet will take place at the close of the Encampment, in 
the Oval Room, Hotel Bradford, at 1.30 p.m., April 14, to which all Comrades are 
cordially invited. 

Our numbers are getting fewer. Let’s get closer together. Come and make it a 
heart-to-heart gathering in memory of AULD LANG SYNE. 

VIII. The Seventy-First Annual National Encampment will be held at Madison, 
Wisconsin, date to be announced in future General Orders. 


Per order, 


CHARLES L. RoBINnson, 
Department Commander. 
FREDERICK H. BisHop, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ROSTER, DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS GRAND ARMY OF 
THE REPUBLIC 


Headquarters, State House, Boston 


DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 


1936 

CHARLES L. Rosinson, Commander. : . Post 4, Melrose 
Joun E. Bronson, Senior Vice-Commander . . Post 144, Dedham 
JosePH F, Sropparp, Junior Vice-Commander . Post 11, Charlestown 
AupBert A. Nickerson, Medical Director ; . Post 35, Chelsea 
JAMES 8. MitcHeE.u, Chaplain. . Post 121, Hyde Park 

CounciIL or ADMINISTRATION 
JAMES H. WEBB . Post 88, Quincy 
GEORGE W.GREEN . , : . Post 200, Jamaica Plain 
HENRI BATCHELDER . ; . Post 156, Everett 
LEONARD Boyp . : . Post 62, Newton 
Dup.ey L. PAGE ’ . Post 42, Lowell 


OFFICIAL STAFF 
Freperick H. Bisuop, Asst. Adjutant-General 


and Asst. Quartermaster-General . Post 88, Quincy 
Wiuuiam H. WormsteEap, Judge-Advocate . Post 82, Marblehead 
CHARLES F.. STAPLEs, [ nspector . Post 53, Leominster 
WiuuiaM F. Donce, Chief Mustering Officer ; . Post 5, Lynn 
E. Greorce Binnie, Patriotic Instructor . . Post 134, Boston 
CHARLES A. Mites, Chief-of-Staff ; . Post 72, Stoughton 


HELEN A. PHINNEY, Department Secretary, 
Past Dept. President D.U.V.C.W. 


. . 
Past DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS 


Post Year 
Epwin J. Foster ; ; 10 1928 Worcester 
James H. WEBB... ieee ak has CASED 1929 Quincy 
Epwin H. Lincoun .. Bria ss, 1932 Pittsfield 
FREDERICK H. BisHopP : 8S 1933 Quincy 
GerorGE A. Gay . . 195 1934 Pepperell 


GEORGE W. GREEN ; ; Pel) 1935 Jamaica Plain 
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AusTINS. CUSHMAN . 
A. B. R. SpRAGUE 
Francis A. OSBORN . 
JAMES L. BaTEs 
WILLIAM COGSWELL . 
Apin B. UNDERWOOD 
JouHn W. KIMBALL 
GEORGE 8S. MERRILL 
Horace B. SARGENT 
Joun G. B. ADAMS 
JoHn A. HAWES 
GEORGE W. CREASEY 
GerorGE H. Patcu 
GEORGE 8S. EvANs 
Joun D. BILLines 
JoHN W. HERSEY 
RicHarp F. Tosin 
CHARLES D. NAsH 
Myron P. WALKER . 
GEORGE L. GOOPALE 
GrorGE H. Innis 
ARTHUR A. SMITH 
JAMES K. CHURCHILL 
Eur W. Hau 

W. A. WETHERBEE 
Jos. W. THAYER 
WiuuiaAM P. DeRBy . 
JoHn M. DEANE 
Wo. H. Bartvetr 
JOHN E. GILMAN 
PETER D. SMITH 
Sruas A. BARTON 

W. W. BLAcKMAR 
Dwiaeut 0. Jupp 
Lucius FIeELp 

JAMES H. WoLrFr 

J. Payson BRADLEY . 


DANIEL H. L. GLEASON 


ALFRED S. Roe . 
Joun L. PARKER 

J. WILLARD BRown . 
GRANVILLE C. FISKE 
GrorRGE A. Hosuey . 
Tuomas J. AMES . 
JoHun M. Woops . 
ALFRED H. KNOWLES 
Francis E. Mote 
DaNIEL EF. DENNY 
EpwIn P. STANLEY 
GEORGE W. WILDER 
Horace Goopwin 
Epwin F. Morritu . 
HENRY CLARK 
GEORGE W. PrRatTr 
BENJAMIN A. Ham 
WituraM L. Gace 
Henry N. Comey 
Wi.uiaAM F. Brown . 


DECEASED 


Post 


Year 


1866-67 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876-78 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1910-11 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1925 
1926 
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Date of Death 


Jan. 29, 1907 
May 17, 1910 
Mar. 11, 1914 
Nov. 11, 1875 
May 22, 1895 
Jan. 14, 1888 
July 15, 1910 
Feb. 17, 1900 
Jan. 18, 1908 
Oct. 19, 1900 
Mar. 10, 1888 
July 3, 1909 
July 26, 1887 
April 7, 1903 
Aug. 29, 1933 


Oct. 25, 1912 


Nov. 22, 1893 
Aug. 5, 1910 
Mar. 25, 191) 
Jan. 30, 1911 
Jan. 19, 1907 
Mar. 21, 1907 
Dec. 6, 1912 
Nov. 26, 1920 
Nov. 18, 1930 
July 22, 1905 
Feb. 6, 1901 
Sept. 2, 1914 
July 5, 1901 
Feb. 20, 1921 
Jan. 16, 1911 
May 27, 1911 
July 16, 1905 
Nov. 26, 1906 
Aug. 23, 1910 
May 3, 1913 
April 19, 1927 
April 8, 1917 
Jan. 6, 1917 
Feb. 27, 1917 
Dec. 7, 1910 
Aug. 11, 1921 
May 13, 1930 
Feb. 15, 1927 
April 10, 1927 
Dec. 17, 1933 
Dec. 29, 1923 
Nov. 17, 1925 
Dec. 27, 1924 
Nov. 28, 1932 
Aug. 7, 1934 
Jan. 9, 1931 
April 30, 1931 
Aug. 18, 1927 
Jan. 7, 1931 
May 12, 1925 
April 15, 1932 
April 6, 1927 
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Henry A. Monk 
Atvin C. Howes 
WaLpo TURNER 


87 1927 Mar. 9, 1934 
8 1930 Dec. 7, 1930 
—~«6B8 1930-31 Mar. 4, 1935 


HONORABLY DISCHARGED FROM THE ORDER 


Henry R. SIBLEY 


11 1872 


REPRESENTATIVES TO THE SEVENTIETH NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


Delegate-at-Large 
Dudley L. Page, Post 42 


Representatives Post 
Theodore E. Clark . d i 143 
Prince A) Phinney. '* 9%"... =) 143 
Thomas A. Corson. : ; 5 
Gharles Fy Staples. (00%. 4) * 53 
Dennis Driscoll .. iy de 15 


Alternate-at-Large 
Charles F. Peel, Post 49 


Alternates Post 
Albert A. Nickerson UM Pally eats 
Leonard Boyd . oy aOz 
Wallis HeByrne wags) 4 Greanl4o 
Walhtam Ey Dodge-nivg Ua)... es 5 


James 8. Mitchell ‘ : ADA 
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78 SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


NATIONAL OFFICERS, 1935-1936 


Oxtry Ngeuson, Commander-in-Chief ; . Slater, Iowa 

A.C. ESTBRBROOK, Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Dr. OvEerRTON H. MENNET, Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Los Angeles, Calif. 
Dr. A. B. GARRETT, Surgeon-General Me . . Gallipolis, Ohio 
Rev. J. Kine Gipson, Chaplain-in-Chief Dayton, Ohio 


FREDERICK H. BIsHop, National Council of Administration Wollaston, Mass. 


STAFF OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 


Joun P. Ristey, Adjutant-General . ; . . Des Moines, Iowa 
SAMUEL P. Town, Quartermaster-General nee. eo Ee mladelphias Pa: 
JAMES W. WILLETT, Judge Advocate-General . . .  . Tama, Iowa 
James C. THOMAS, i nspector-General . . Chicago, Il. 
WILuiaM F. Dorsey, National Patriotic Instructor. Washington, D. C. 
Rustan O, REED, Assistant Adjutant-General . . . Seattle, Wash. 
Henry HEL, Chief-of-Staff ; . West Allis, Wis. 
Epwin F. Brown, Senior Arde-de- Camp ie oe weer oLancdin ved: 


Past NATIONAL OFFICERS FROM MASSACHUSETTS 


Commanders-in-Chief 


CHARLES DEVENS, 1873-74. Post 10, Worcester. Died Jan. 7, 1891. 
GrorGcE 8. MERRILL, 1881. Post 39, Lawrence. Died Feb. 17, 1900 
Joun G. B. Apams, 1894. Post 5, Lynn. Died Oct. 19, 1900. 
Wiumon W. Brackmar, 1905. Post 118, Boston. Died July 6, 1905. 
JoHN E. Gitman, 1910. Post 26, Roxbury. Died Feb. 20, 1921. 
Epwin J. Fostrr, 1929. Post 10, Worcester. 


Senior Vice-Commanders-in-Chief 


RicHarpD F. Tosin, 1890. Post 2, South Boston. Died Nov. 22, 1890. 

Gerorce H. Innis, 1891. Post 2, South Boston. Elected to fill vacancy caused by 
decease. Comrade Richard F. Tobin, Died Jan. 19, 1907. 

WiuuiaM M. Otin, 1902. Post 26, Roxbury. Died "April 15, 1911. 

GEORGE A. Hostey, 1921. Post 11, Boston. Died May 13, 1930. 

WILFRED A. WETHERBEE, 1924. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 13, 1930. 

Epwin H. Lincoin, Post 125, Pittsfield. 


Junior Vice-Commanders-in-Chief 


Hersert E. Hix, 1878. Post 139, Somerville. Died April 8, 1892. 
E. B. Stiutines, 1905. Post 113, Boston. Died Dec. 30, 1917. 


Chaplains-in-Chief 
Atonzo H. Quint, 1868-69. Post 1, New Bedford. Died Nov. 4, 1896. 
JosepH F. Loverinea, 1876-81. Post 81, Watertown. Died March 4, 1915. 
Mark B. Taytor, 1896. Post 94, Canton. Died Dec. 3, 1919. 
GerorGceE E. Lovesoy, 1912. Post 146, Lawrence. Died Dec. 25, 1916. 
Puitip A. NorpEwi, D.D., 1918. Post 148, Brookline. Died March 10, 1930. 


Adjutants-General 


CorneEtius G. ATwoop, 1873. Post 113, Boston. Died Jan. 19, 1888. 
Henry R. Srpiey, 1873. Post 11, Boston. 

WituuaM M. Onn, 1881. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 
James F, Mrrcu, 1894. Post 10, Worcester. Died April 30, 1895. 
JoHNn E. Gitman, 1904. Post 26, Roxbury. Died Feb. 20, 1921. 

E. B. Sriturnas, 1910. Post 118, Boston. Died Dec. 30, 1917. 
WILFRED A. WETHERBEE, 1929. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 13, 1930. 


OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, G. A. R. 


Quartermasters-General 


Be aS iee Atwoop, 1871-72. Post 113, Boston. Died Jan. 19, 1888. 


A. B. R. SPRAGUE, 1873-74. Post 10, Worcester. Died May 17, 1910. 


Inspectors-General 


GerorGE 8. Evans, 1888. Post 30, Cambridge. Died April 7, 1903. 
GrorGE L. GoopaLz, 1892. Post 66, Medford. Died Jan. 30, 1911. 
WiiuraM M. Otin, 1895. Post 26, Roxbury. Died April 15, 1911. 
WILFRED A. WETHERBEE, 1901. Post 62, Newton. Died Nov. 138, 1930. 
J. Payson BRADLEY, 1912. Post 2, South Boston. Died April 19, 1927. 


J udge-Advocates General 


WILLIAM CoGSWELL, 1878-79. Post 34, Salem. Died May 22, 1895. 
ALBERT CLARK, 1896. Post 191, Boston. Died, 1911. 
James H. Wotrr, 1900. Post 92, Brighton. Died May 3, 1913. 


Surgeons-General 


SAMUEL A. GREENE, 1871-72. Post 15, Boston. Died, 1918. 

JoHun W. Foys, 1875. Post 15, Boston. Died, 1885. 

AzEL AMES, JR., 1882-83. Post 12, Wakefield. Died, 1908. 
Wiuuiam H. Baxer, 1899-1900. Post 5, Lynn. Died Aug. 22, 1916. 


Patriotic Instructor 
JoHN B. Lewis, 1909 and 1911. Post 113, Boston. Died Nov. 14, 1923. 


Chiefs-of-Staff 


Siras A. Barton, 1894. Post 29, Waltham. Died May 27, 1914. 
J. Payson BrapeEy, 1911. Post 2, Boston. Died April 19, 1927. 


GrorGeE A. Hostey, 1915-1920—-1922-1929, Post 11, Boston. Died May 13. 1930. 
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SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 


Roster or PAst DEPARTMENT AND Past V1icE-DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS 





Post S. V.-COMMANDERS 


Post 


J. V.-COMMANDERS 


Post 


COMMANDERS 





1898 
1899 


1901 
1902 
1903 


1908 
1909 


1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 


1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 


1931 
1932 
1933 


1934 
1935 
1936 


~—_ 


*Austin S. Cushman, Prov. 


one. : ; 
*Austin S. Cushman. 
*A. B. R. Sprague 
*Francis A. Osborn . 
*James L. Bates 
*Wm. Cogswel! . 
TH. R. Sibley 
*A. B. Underwood 
*John W. Kimball 
*Geo. S. Merrill. 


*Horace Binney Sargent . 
*Horace Binney Sargent . 
*Horace Binney Sargent . 


*John G. B. Adams . 
*John A. Hawes 
*Geo. W. Creasey 
*Geo. H. Patch . 
*Geo. S. Evans . 
*John D. Billings 
*John W. Hersey 
*Richard F. Tobin 
*Chas. D. Nash. 
*Myron P. Walker 
*Geo. L. Goodale 
*Geo. H. Innis . 
*Arthur A. Smith 
*James K. Churchill . 
*Eli W. Hall 
*Wilfred A. Wetherbee 
*Joseph W. Thayer . 
*Wm. P. Derby. 
*John M. Deane : 
*William H. Bartlett 
*John EK. Gilman 
*Peter D. Smith 
*Silas A. Barton 
*W. W. Blackmar 
*Dwight O. Judd 
*Lucius Field . 
*James H. Wolff 
*J. Payson Bradley . 
*D. H. L. Gleason 
*Alfred S. Roe 
*John L. Parker 
*J. Willard Brown . 
*Granville C. Fiske . 
*George A. Hosley 
*Thomas J. Ames 
*John M. Woods ; 
*Alfred H. Knowles . 
*Francis E. Mole 
*Daniel KE. Denny 
*Hdwin P. Stanley 
*Geo. W. Wilder 
*Horace Goodwin 
*Hidwin F. Morrill 
*Henry Clark . 
*George W. Pratt 
*Benjamin A. Ham , 
*Wilham L. Gage 
*Henry N. Comey . 
*William F. Brown . 
*Henry A. Monk 
Edwin J. Foster 
James H. Webb 
*Alvin C. Howes 
*Waldo Turner . 
*Waldo Turner . 
Edwin H. Lincoln 
Frederick H. Bishop 


George A. Gay. 
George W. Green . 
Charles L. Robinson 





1 |*Arthur A. Goodell 
*Geo. H. Pierson . 
*Josiah Pickett 
*H. M. Phillips 
*Wm. Spaulding . 
11 |*W.S. B. Hopkins 


62 |*John W. Kimball 
19 |*C. H. Taylor 

39 |*C. Frank Luther . 
15 |*J. L. Skinner 

15 |*Geo. S. Evans 


*John G. B. Adams 
5 |*John A. Hawes 

Le a) keafl Boe sl s Ee o 6b Noel 
*Ben. S. Lovell 
*Wm. H. Hart : 
*John D. Billings . 
*John W. Hersey . 
*Richard F. Tobin 
2 |*Chas. D. Nash 
*—.C. Whitney . 
*Geo. L. Goodale . 
*Geo. H. Innis ; 
2 |*Arthur A. Smith . 
*James K. Churchill 
*Eli W. Hall . 

5 |*Wilfred A. Wetherbee 
*Joseph W. Thayer 
*Wim. P. Derby 
*John M. Deane 
*John E. Gilman . 


10 |*Joseph F. Bartlett 
26 |*Peter D. Smith . 
99 |*Silas A. Barton 

29 }*W. W. Blackmar. 
113 |*Dwight O. Judd . 
71 |*Lucius Field. 

64 |*James H. Wolff 
92 |*J. Payson Bradley 


2 |*D. H. L. Gleason 
*Alfred S. Roe : 
*John L. Parker 

5 |*J. Willard Brown 
*Granville C. Fiske 
*George A. Hosley 
11 /*Isaac C. Day 
*Hdward O. Skelton 
*Alfred H. Knowles 
*Francis E. Mole . 
*Daniel E. Denny. 
*Hdwin P. Stanley 
*Geo. W. Wilder 


15 |*Horace Goodwin . 
16 |*Kdwin F. Morrill. 
156 |*Henry Clark. ; 
36 |*George W. Pratt . 
72 |*Benjamin A. Ham 


2 |*William L. Gage . 


a \]*Wilham F. Brown 

9 

163 |*Henry A. Monk . 
87 Edwin J. Foster . 
10 James H. Webb . 
88 |*Alvin C. Howes 


Edwin H. Lincoln 
Edwin H. Lincoln 


4 { *Waldo Turner 


125 Frederick H. Bishop . 
88 { *David King . : 
George A. Gay 
195 George W. Green A 
200 Charles L. Robinson . 


4 John E. Bronson 


200 
4 
144 


*B. A. Bridges 

*M. W. Burt 

*H. C. Lee. 

*W. O. Fiske , 
*S. E. Chamberlain . 
*Gardner A. Churchill 
*Lemuel Pope 

*John §. Fay . 

*J, P. Maxfield . 
*Herbert E. Hill 
*Geo. H. Patch . 
*John A. Hawes 

*S. B. Spooner . 
*Benj. S. Lovell. 

*R. B. Wight. 
*John D. Billings 
*W.A. Sloane . 
*Richard F. Tobin 
*C. D. Nash 2 

*E. C. Whitney. 
*James Kittle 

*Geo. H. Innis . 
*Arthur A. Smith . 
*James K. Churchill . 
*Eli W. Hall 
*Wilfred A. Wetherbee 
*Joseph W. Thayer . 
*Wim. P. Derby. : 
*John M. Deane 
*John E. Gilman 
*Peter D. Smith 
*George M. Fiske 
*Silas A. Barton 

*W. W. Blackmar 
*Dwight O. Judd 
*Lucius Field 
*James H. Wolff 3 
*J. Payson Bradley . 
*D. H. L. Gleason 
*Alfred S. Roe 

*John L. Parker 

*J. Willard Brown . 
*Granville C. Fiske . 
*George A. Hosley . 
*Isaac C. Day 
*Thomas J. Ames 
*John M. Woods 
*Francis E. Mole 
*Daniel E. Denny 
*Edwin P. Stanley 
*Geo. W. Wilder 
*Horace Goodwin 
*Edwin F. Morrill 
*Henry Clark 
*George W. Pratt . 
*Benjamin A. Ham . 
*William L. Gage 
*Henry N. Comey 
*Henry A. Monk 


Edwin J. Foster 
James H. Webb 
*Alvin C. Howes 
*Waldo Turner . 
Edwin H. Lincoln 
Frederick H. Bishop 
Frederick H. Bishop 
*David King ; 
George A. Gay. 


Charles IL. Robinson 
John E. Bronson . 
Joseph F. Stoddard. 





* Deceased, 


t+Honorably discharged. 


INDEX 


Address of Department Commander . 

Auditing Committee, Report of § 

Commander-in-Chief, Address of ‘ 

Commander-in-Chief, Sons Union Veterans . : 
Committee to nominate Council of Administration y A 
Committee on Resolutions ’ 
Committee on Commander’s Address _ 

Committee on Greetings . 

Committee on Credentials , : 
Committee from Woman’s Relief Corps A ;: 
Committee from Ladies of G. A. R. . 5 
Committee from Daughters of Union Veterans 

Committee from Sons of Union Veterans 

Committee from Sons of Union Veterans’ Auxiliary 
Greetings of Adjutant-General Charles H. Cole 

Greetings of Veterans of Foreign Wars’ RTT : 
Election of Department Commander . “ ‘ ; 
Election of Department Senior Vice-Commander — 

Election of Department Junior Vice-Commander 

Election of Medical Director . - es 

Election of Chaplain 

Election of Council of Administration 

Election of Delegates : 

General Orders 

Installation of Officers ; 

Mustered out; Obituaries . 

Report of Senior Vice-Commander 

Report of Junior Vice-Commander 

Report of Medical Director 2 

Report of Department Chaplain 

Report of Assistant Adjutant-General 

Report of Assistant Quartermaster-General 

Report of Department Inspector : 

Report of Chief Mustering Officer 

Report of Judge-Advocate 

Report of Department Patriotic ‘Instructor 

Report of Chief-of-Staff . 

Report of Committee on Commander’s Address 


Report of Committee to nominate Delegates to National Encampment : 


Report of Council of Administration . 
Roll of Encampment, 1937 

Roster of Department of Massachusetts 
Unofficial Proceedings i 
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